NORRISTOWN MUNICIPALITY
Council Workshop
Tuesday, January 17, 2017
6:30 PM - First Floor Conference Room
AGENDA
I.

Call to Order

II.

Moment of Silence / Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
IV.

V.

Motion to Approve Minutes
a.

Reorganization Minutes from 01-03-2017

b.

Meeting Minutes from 01-03-2017

Executive Session Annoucement

VI. Presentations
VII. Annoucements
VIII. Public Comment
IX. Communication
X.

Items for Action

Municipal Administrator
A.

National League of Cities Membership
Council consideration of having the Municipality of Norristown join the National League
of Cities, a national advocacy organization for municipalities that is dedicated to helping
municipal leaders build better communities.

Finance
A.
B.

Resolution No. 17-106 Capital Project Financing and 2004 Bond Refinancing
Resolution No.17-106 Capital Project Financing and 2004 Bond Refinancing
Resolution No. 17-107 Governmental Equipment Lease Purchase Agreement-Public
Safety (Polaris)
Resolution 17-107 Equipment Lease Purchase Agreement-Public Safety(Polaris)

Public Safety
A.

Handicapped Parking

B.

Motion to approve or disapprove Resolution No. 17-103 regarding requests for
disabled parking spaces and to remove disabled parking spaces.
Appointment of Entry Level Police Officers
Recommendation to approve conditional offers of employment for three entry level
police officers based on the January 16th, 2017 Civil Service Commission Entry Level
Candidates List.

Planning and Municipal Development
A.

B.

C.

D.

Retail Strategy and Recruiting Study - Presentation of Findings by Downtown Works
Presentation of findings from Downtown Works, the retail strategy and recruiting
consultant.
Main Street Citgo LLC - Final Land Development Approval - Resolution 17-104 of
2017
Council approve or deny Resolution 17-104 of 2017 granting final land development
approval to Main Street Citgo LLC for the construction of a convenience store.
Approve Stony Creek /Saw Mill Run Greenway Plan - Resolution 17-105 of 2017
Approve Resolution 17-105 of 2017 approving the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run
Greenways Plan subsequent to the Montgomery County Planning Commission
presentation of the Plan.
LERTA Application from Five Saints Distilling and International Spirits LLC
Five Saints Distilling and International Spirits, LLC (Five Saints) will provide overview
of Phase I construction and business development activies, and unveil Phase II
construction and business expansion plans as they relate to its LERTA application.

Departmental Reports
A.

Police Report

B.

Fire Report

C.

Code Enforcement Report

D.

Non-presenting Department Reports

XI. Adjournment
Anyone with a disability who wishes to attend this meeting and requires an auxiliary aid,
service or other accommodations to participate in the meeting, please call the office of the
Municipal Administrator at 610-270-0421.

NORRISTOWN MUNICIPALITY
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
January 3, 2017
The Council Meeting of the Municipality of Norristown was called to order by Council
President, Sonya Sanders, at 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers.
There was a Moment of Silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
The following Council members were present:
Olivia Brady
Valerie Scott-Cooper
Hakim Jones
Heather Lewis
Suanne Gardiner
Derrick Perry
Sonya Sanders
Also present were:
Crandall Jones, Municipal Administrator
Natasha Taylor-Smith, Acting Municipal Solicitor
Chief Mark Talbot, Norristown Chief of Police
Jayne Musonye, Director of Planning and Development
Chenora Burkett, Director of Finance
Thomas Odenigbo, Director of Public Works
Michael Simonson, Code Manager

PUBLIC COMMENT:
There was no Public Comment.
Nominations/Vote for Vice President of 2017 Council
Councilwoman Cooper nominated Derrick Perry for Vice President of 2017 Council. There was a
second by Councilwoman Brady. A Roll Call Vote resulted in:
All in favor. Motion carries.
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

Nominations/Vote for President of 2017 Council
Councilman Perry nominated Sonya Sanders for President of 2017 Council. There was a second
by Councilwoman Lewis. A Roll Call Vote resulted in:
All in favor. Motion carries.
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

Oath of Office to Vice President of 2017 Council
Judge Tolliver conducted the swearing-in ceremony for Vice President Perry, who was joined by
family members.

Oath of Office to President of 2017 Council
Judge Tolliver conducted the swearing-in-ceremony for Council President Sanders, who was joined
by family members.

Remarks from Incoming Council President
Council President Sanders shared her comments and stated that she is looking forward to working
with Council, Staff and the public.

2017 Reorganization Action Items
Resolution 17-101: Schedule of 2017 Meeting Dates
All in favor. Motion carries.
There was a motion by Olivia Brady with a second by Suanne Gardiner to Resolution 17-101:
Schedule of 2017 Meeting Dates. A Roll Call Vote resulted in:
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

Resolution 17-102: Reappointment of Professionals and Management Staff for 2017
Motion carries 6-1.
There was a motion by Olivia Brady with a second by Valerie Scott-Cooper to Resolution 17-102:
Reappointment of Professionals and Management Staff for 2017. A Roll Call Vote resulted in:
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Scott-Cooper
Abstain: Sanders

ADJOURNMENT:
All in favor. Motion carries.
There was a motion by Derrick Perry with a second by Olivia Brady to Adjourn. A Roll Call Vote
resulted in:
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

Respectfully submitted,
Roseann M. Santangelo

NORRISTOWN MUNICIPALITY
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
January 3, 2017
The Council Meeting of the Municipality of Norristown was called to order by Council
President, Sonya Sanders, at 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers.
There was a Moment of Silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
The following Council members were present:
Olivia Brady
Valerie Scott-Cooper
Hakim Jones
Heather Lewis
Suanne Gardiner
Derrick Perry
Sonya Sanders
Also present were:
Crandall Jones, Municipal Administrator
Natasha Taylor-Smith, Acting Municipal Solicitor
Chief Mark Talbot, Norristown Chief of Police
Jayne Musonye, Director of Planning and Development
Chenora Burkett, Director of Finance
Thomas Odenigbo, Director of Public Works
Michael Simonson, Code Manager

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Meeting Minutes from 12-20-2016
All in favor. Motion Carries.
There was a motion by Olivia Brady with a second by Suanne Gardiner to Motion to approve the
Minutes from the December 20, 2016 Council Workshop Meeting.. A Roll Call Vote resulted in:
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUCEMENT
Council President Sanders announced that Council did not meet in Executive Session prior to
tonight's meeting.

ANNOUCEMENTS:
There were no Announcements.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Roy Brown from Local 135 came to thank Council for their support.

COMMUNICATION:
There were no Communication items.

ITEMS FOR ACTION:
MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR:
Crossing Guards and ASCFME
Motion for Municipal Council to approve/not approve the negotiated labor agreement between the
Municipality of Norristown and the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal
Employees for municipal school crossing guards for January 2017 through December 2019.
All in favor. Motion Carries.
There was a motion by Olivia Brady with a second by Heather Lewis to Motion. A Roll Call Vote
resulted in:
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

ADJOURNMENT:
All in favor. Motion Carries.
There was a motion by Suanne Gardiner with a second by Derrick Perry to Adjourn. A Roll Call
Vote resulted in:
Ayes: Brady, Gardiner, Jones, Lewis, Perry, Sanders, Scott-Cooper

Respectfully submitted,
Roseann M. Santangelo

MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN
A HOME RULE MUNICIPALITY
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

RESOLUTION NO. 17‐106 of 2017
WHEREAS, the Municipality of Norristown, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania
(the “Municipality”) has determined to undertake certain capital projects (collectively, the
“Capital Projects”) consisting of, among other things, the acquisition, construction, renovation,
improvement, replacement and repair of certain capital assets of the Municipality included in the
Capital Improvement Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Municipality has previously issued its Federally Taxable General
Obligation Bonds, Series of 2004 (the “2004 Bonds”) to finance a contribution to the
Municipality’s pension plan; and
WHEREAS, the Municipality has determined to undertake a project (the
“Refunding Project”) consisting of, among other things, the refinancing of the 2004 Bonds; and
WHEREAS, to finance the costs of the Capital Projects, the Municipality has
determined to issue one or more series of general obligation bonds or notes in an aggregate
principal amount of not to exceed $10,000,000 (the “New Money Bonds”); and
WHEREAS, to finance the costs of the Refunding Project, the Municipality has
determined to issue one or more series of general obligation bonds or notes in an aggregate
principal amount of approximately $7,150,000 (the “Refunding Bonds”); and
WHEREAS, the Municipality desires to authorize its financing consultants to
proceed with the issuance of the New Money Bonds to finance the Capital Projects and the
issuance of the Refunding Bonds to finance the Refunding Project.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Municipality of
Norristown, in lawful session duly assembled, as follows:
1.
Capital Projects. The Council of the Municipality hereby approves the
Capital Projects and hereby directs the administration of the Municipality to proceed with
diligence to complete the Capital Projects. Additionally, Concord Public Financial Advisors,
Inc., as financial advisor, Stevens & Lee, P.C., as bond counsel and Sean P. Kilkenny, Esquire,
the Municipality solicitor (collectively, the “Professional Advisors”), are hereby directed to
proceed with diligence to complete the Capital Projects.
2.
Refunding Project. The Council of the Municipality hereby approves the
Refunding Project and hereby directs the administration of the Municipality to proceed with
diligence to complete the Refunding Project. Additionally, the Professional Advisors are hereby
directed to proceed with diligence to complete the Refunding Project; provided, however, that
the Municipality is authorized to proceed with the Refunding Project only if the net present value
savings to the Municipality, after the payment of all issuance costs and expenses, is at least five
percent (5.0%) of the principal amount of the 2004 Bonds to be refunded.

3.
Financing Plan. Concord Public Financial Advisors, Inc. is hereby
directed to work with the administration and the other Professional Advisors to develop a request
for proposals to request bids from local and regional financial institutions to make a loan to the
Municipality to finance the Capital Projects and a loan to the Municipality to finance the
Refunding Project. The results of the competitive bid process will be reviewed with Council at
its meeting on February 21. At such time Council will determine whether to accept one or more
of such proposals or to proceed with a public sale of the New Money Bonds and/or the
Refunding Bonds.
4.
Additional Actions. Proper officers of this Municipality are authorized
and directed to do such things as may be necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this
Resolution.
5.
Severability. In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause or part
of this Resolution shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect or impair any remaining
provision, section, sentence, clause or part of this Resolution, it being the intent of this
Municipality that such remainder shall be and shall remain in full force and effect.
6.
Public Availability of Resolution. The Secretary of this Municipality is
hereby directed to enter this Resolution upon the minutes of this Municipality and to make it
available for general public inspection at the Administration Offices during normal business
hours of this Municipality.
DULY ADOPTED by the Council of the Municipality of Norristown, this 17th
day of January, 2017, in lawful session duly assembled.
NORRISTOWN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

By:
Sonya Sanders
Council President
Attest
Crandall O. Jones,
Municipal Administrator

MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN
A HOME RULE MUNICIPALITY
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

RESOLUTION NO. 17‐107 of 2017
GOVERNMENTAL LEASE-PURCHASE AGREEMENT NO. 15106
DATED AS OF December 29, 2016
A resolution authorizing the negotiation, execution, and delivery of Governmental LeasePurchase Agreement No. 15106 dated January 12, 2017, (the “Lease”), in principal amount not
to exceed $30,936.34 between Municipality of Norristown and Lease Servicing Center, Inc. dba
National Cooperative Leasing; and prescribing other details in connection therewith.
WHEREAS, Municipality of Norristown, (the "Lessee") is a political subdivision duly
organized and existing pursuant to the Constitution and laws of the State of PA; and
WHEREAS, Lessee is duly authorized by applicable law to acquire such items of
personal property as are needed to carry out its governmental functions and to acquire such
personal property by entering into lease-purchase agreements; and
WHEREAS, Lessee hereby finds and determines that the execution of a Lease for the
purpose of leasing with the option to purchase the property designated and set forth in
Attachment 2 to the Lease is appropriate and necessary to the function and operations of the
Lessee; and
WHEREAS, Lease Servicing Center, Inc. dba National Cooperative Leasing & its
assigns, (the "Lessor") shall act as Lessor under said Lease; and
WHEREAS, the Lease shall not constitute a general obligation indebtedness of the Lessee
within the meaning of the Constitution and laws of the State;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
Municipality of Norristown:
Section 1. The Lease, in substantially the form as presently before the governing body of the
Lessee, is hereby approved, and the Municipal Administrator of the Lessee, is hereby
authorized to negotiate, enter into, execute, and deliver the Lease and related documents in
substantially the form as presently before the governing body of the Lessee, with such changes
therein as shall be approved by such officer, and which Lease will be available for public
inspection at the offices of Lessee.

Section 2. The Lessee shall, and the officers, agents and employees of the Lessee are hereby
authorized and directed to take such further action and execute such other documents,
certificates and instruments as may be necessary or desirable to carry out and comply with the
intent of this Resolution, and to carry out, comply with and perform the duties of the Lessee
with respect to the Lease.
Section 3. The Lessee’s obligations under the Lease shall be expressly subject to annual
appropriation by Lessee; and such obligations under the Lease shall not constitute a general
obligation of Lessee or indebtedness of Lessee within the meaning of the Constitution and laws
of the State of PA.
Section 4. All other related contracts and agreements necessary and incidental to the Lease are
hereby authorized, ratified and approved.
Section 5. The resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and approval.
DULY ADOPTED by the Council of the Municipality of Norristown, this 17th
day of January, 2017, in lawful session duly assembled.
NORRISTOWN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

By:
Sonya Sanders
Council President
Attest
Crandall O. Jones,
Municipal Administrator

MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN
COUNCIL/WORKSHOP AGENDA ITEM
SUBJECT: Approve Stony Creek /Saw Mill Run Greenway Plan - Resolution 17-105 of 2017
RESOLUTION

Date Submitted: 1/11/2017

Date Workshop Meeting:
1/17/2017

Date Council Meeting: 2/7/2017

BUDGET IMPACT:
ANNUAL:
CAPITAL:

Balance before this: N/A
Balance before this: N/A

Balance after this:
Balance after this:

FUNDING SOURCE (Account No.): DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL
RESOURCES - $24,800
ACTION REQUESTED: Approve Resolution 17-105 of 2017 approving the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run
Greenways Plan subsequent to MCPC presentation of the Plan.
PURPOSE:
To approve the Stony Creek/Saw Mill Run Greenways Plan for the development of greenways and trails along
the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill watershed area in the Municipality of Norristown, East Norriton and West Norriton
townships as required to close out the grant agreement.

HISTORY:
Norristown Municipality received a grant award of $24,800 from the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) to develop a feasibility plan (Plan) to develop greenways and trails along the
Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run watershed area in the Municipality of Norristown (Municipality), East
Norriton and West Norriton townships;
The Municipality received a waiver to sole source the project and retain the Montgomery County
Planning Commission (MCPC) to conduct field work, mapping, research, stakeholder interviews, and
public hearings and produce a plan for the Municipality;
MCPC was retained as the consultant for the Plan because of their work formulating the Norristown
Open Space Plan and expertise with other projects similar in scope;
The Plan will assist the development and enhancement of open space areas in the Municipality, the
Township of East Norriton and the Township of West Norriton, and Montgomery County by providing
trail connectivity to the Chester Valley and Schuylkill River Trails; and
The project was consistent with the goals of the Montgomery County Comprehensive Plan, the
Norristown Comprehensive Plan, the Norristown Open Space Plan, and the Norristown Economic
Revitalization Strategy.

FACTS AND ISSUES:

On 01/26/2012, the Municipality received a grant of $24,800 for the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run
Greenways Plan (50% non cash match) Total project cost $49,792;
The rough draft of the Plan was completed 11/2015;
The original term of the grant agreement was extended for one year from 01/01/2012 – 12/31/2015 to
01/01/2012-12/31/2016 at the request of MCPC due to the discovery of unanticipated additional
information about the creeks and the unexpected retirement of the project manager;
From 02/2016 through 06/2016, MCPC held meetings with Norristown Planning staff, West Norriton and
East Norriton townships, Norristown Zoo, and Norristown Farm Park;
Following these meetings, a few technical comments were received;
MCPC incorporated the comments into a revised Plan;
On 09/07/2016 MCPC conducted a public hearing to present the Plan; and
The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation received
the Plan on 10/31/2016 and determined that it was satisfactory and met all requirements of the grant
agreement;
MCPC will present the Plan to Council, subsequently Council needs to approve the Plan and close out
the grant agreement as provided for in Resolution 17-105 of 2017.

OPTIONS:
Approve Resolution 17-105 of 2017 approving the Plan and closing out the grant per the grant
agreement.
Reject Resolution 17-105 of 2017 rejecting the Plan and provide needed changes to MCPC in order to
revise the Plan and close out the grant in a timely manner per the grant agreement
Take no action

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Approve Resolution 17-105 of 2017 approving the Plan
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Planning and Municipal Development
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Stony Creek/Saw Mill Run Greenway Plan
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The Stony Creek in Norristown is a surprisingly beautiful and healthy stream.
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Stony Creek Valley.
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CHAPTER 2
GREENWAY C ARACTERISTICS
The Greenway Characteristics Chapter is designed to provide an overview of the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill
Run Greenway area. It consists of three parts 1) the community context section, which examines the
community s historical background 2) the existing land use analysis, which describes the urbanized characteristics of the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run watersheds and 3) selected community demographic analysis that examines trends in the planning area.

COMMUNITY CONTE T
LOCATION
The Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run watersheds are
located in the Norristown area near the center of
Montgomery County. Though not always recognized as one of the significant tributaries of the
Schuylkill River such as the Perkiomen Creek and
Wissahickon Creek, the Stony Creek and Saw Mill
Run are never the less an important part of the
Schuylkill River drainage area. They both offer
surprising beauty and great potential for the development of a greenway.
As part of significantly developed portion of the
county, the planning area is generally within 5
miles of a population of over176,000 people residing in over 76,000 homes. In addition to the

5

residential development within the watershed,
considerable non-residential development occurs
in the area surrounding the planning area. This
large nearby population makes the need for a
greenway even more important.
The Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run form ad oining
watersheds that drain into the Schuylkill River at
Norristown. The headwaters of the Stony Creek
are located in the townships of Whitpain, Worcester and Lower Providence feeding a 20.4 s mi
drainage basin that includes parts of six municipalities. The Saw Mill Run rises in Plymouth Township and flows southwest through East Norriton
Township and Norriston within a drainage basin
area of 4.4 s uare miles.
Although the two stream corridors are hydrologi-

STONY CREEK/ SAW MILL RUN GREENWAY PLAN CHAPTER 2

Figure 1
Regional Setting

cally separate, the are linked by the Schuylkill River, which flows more than 140 miles from its origins in Schuylkill County to its confluence with the
Delaware River in Philadelphia. The Schuylkill River watershed includes large portions of five counties and has a rich and diverse industrial, natural,
and cultural heritage. The regional Schuylkill River
Trail, which intersects with both the Stony Creek
and the Saw Mill Run, is a regional recreational
spine that currently provides more than 60 miles
of paved off-road trail and is planned to extend
140 miles between Fort Mifflin at the Delaware
River and Pottsville in Schuylkill County.

6

ISTORY
In 1812, the Borough of Norristown was incorporated, expanding in land area several times to its
present day size. By 1880 the town had progressed from an outpost in the riverfront wilderness to a bustling town deriving its strength from
industry, retail business, banking and insurance,
economic base was varied, its primary industry
was textile mills. These mills once lined the riverfront and the lower portions of Stony Creek and
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Saw Mill Run. Additionally, Norristown served as
the commercial center for much of the county
with downtown streets that were lined with stores
bustling with retail activity. Over the years, steady
immigration and industrial expansion kept builders
busy, constructing the buildings that even today
comprise a ma ority of Norristown. Between
1900 and 1940 many vacant area between
downtown and the outer reaches were filled with
row and semidetached houses with front porches
and uite a few single family bungalows. After
World War II a great flurry of home and apartment building filled most of the remaining vacant
spaces in Norristown.
From the late 1700s until the beginning of World
War II Norristown had grown at a steady pace.
Along with the rest of the nation it had endured
recessions and depressions, but the trend was
always up. But by 1980 the Norristown became
burdened by a host of economic and social problems. With the flight of industry away from urban
areas and to foreign shores, the industrial base
that sustained Norristown and the other river
towns disappeared. Norristown in particular suffered immensely from this change. Factories and
textile mills have closed. The growth of suburban
shopping centers, particularly in King of Prussia
and Plymouth Meeting, decimated the once thriving downtown shopping district, leaving it with
vacant storefronts.
Recently, Norristown seems to be on the upswing.
A Main Street program has assisted new businesses in getting established and has spurred long
time owners to renovate their buildings. Even
more significant is the somewhat recent appearance of many minority owned retail businesses,
which are giving new life to the municipality s
commercial corridors. While the overall economic
picture of Norristown remains uncertain, there are
tentative signs of improvement.

The increase in population of Hispanic residents is
one of the reasons for Norristown grew by over
3,000 persons from 2000 to 2010. During that
time, the population of persons with Hispanic
origin, primarily Mexican immigrants, increased by
over 6,000. By 2010, the Hispanic population

The history of the East and West Norriton townships is very different from Norristown. Though
both of these communities are within the Norristown Area School District, they are typically suburban having grown most dramatically from the
1960s to the present. Some of the growth of both
townships was a result of former Norristown residents moving to suburban settings surrounding
Norristown. Both municipalities have also experienced growth of retail development and business
along ma or roadways near Norristown.

E ISTING LAN
ANALYSIS

USE

The Existing Land Use Map (Figure 2) shows that
the lower portions of both the Stony Creek and
Saw Mill Run watersheds are developed. The
assigned land use categories are derived from
board of Montgomery County Board of Assessment parcel data and aerial photograph interpretation. These numbers are useful in understanding
changes in land use patterns and help to identify
potential open space and/or recreational needs.

EVELOPMENT PATTERN
More than any other municipality in Montgomery
County, Norristown resembles a city with a traditional urban form. The Municipality has an identifiable downtown business district, which is surrounded on three sides by residential neighborhoods that are in walking distance of the down
town. Generally the density increases away from
the courthouse and downtown.
Downtown Norristown contains a main street,
along which are street level storefronts built right
to the sidewalk. Many of these stores contain
apartments or professional offices on the second
floors. Most of the buildings are three or four
stories and share a common wall. The building
density is very high, and the only open areas are
the public s uare and vacant lots. As the county
seat, the downtown also contains the courthouse,
most recognizable landmarks. Redevelopment
activity includes a transit center that serves as a
speed rail line, as well as intercity bus service. A
LEED certified green building on Main Street is the
southeastern regional office of the PA Department of

tion.
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Figure 2
Existing Land Use
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Figure 3
Existing Land Use
Water Mining

Vacant/ Agriculture

Wooded
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Recreational/ Parkland
Industrial

Institutional

Office

Mixed Use
Retail
Utility
Transportation
Mobile Home Park

Single Family Attached

Environmental Protection.
Ad acent to the downtown and radiating out in a
semicircular pattern is a transitional neighborhood
that contains both residential and commercial
uses. It is bounded on the west by Markley Street,
on the east by Arch Street, and on the north by
Oak Street. It largely consists of mid-19th century
brick row houses of either two or three stories.
Some of these buildings near the courthouse were
converted to offices, commercial uses, or apartments. Some former industrial buildings have
been converted to office or commercial uses as
well.
The remaining residential areas are located in the
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Single Family Detached Low
Density
Multifamily Housing

West End, East End, North End, and Norris Hills.
While each of these areas has uni ue characteristics, such as the Victorian Mansions along West
Main Street or the 1910-1930 era period revival
houses along DeKalb Street, all areas share the
common characteristic of higher density toward
the center of town and lower density along the
outskirts. Close-in areas consist largely of row
houses and twins, the larger of which have been
transformed into multi-family dwellings. Commercial uses, when they exist, are located at intersections or along traditional commercial corridors
such as West Marshall Street which has now attracted significant Hispanic ownership and patronage. The areas of the Municipality nearest to
East Norriton and West Norriton contain single-
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family detached homes with large yards, suburban style garden apartments, and strip shopping
centers dominate the landscape.
The riverfront is another important area in Norristown. Extending the entire width of the municipality, much of this area is separated from ad oining areas by the railroad tracks. Though Norristown contains over two miles of river frontage,
only Riverfront and Crawford Parks in the West
End enable river access Any future riverfront redevelopment, whether for economic revitalization or
parkland, should connect the riverfront to the
rest of Norristown.

Sections of East and West Norriton ad acent to
Norristown townships contain primarily single
family homes. Commercial retail uses are found
along ma or thoroughfares including Main Street
and DeKalb Pike. Germantown Pike through East
Norriton contains significant retail commercial
development and offices including the newly constructed Einstein Hospital built across from the
Farm Park.

IN USTRIAL
While industry was once a ma or land use in this
area, it now only comprise less than 2 of the
landscape. A small portion of the industrial property is along the Schuylkill River and both streams.
The ma ority of the industrial uses are found within the East and West Norriton Industrial Park along
Germantown Pike.

INSTITUTIONAL
Institutional uses comprise a significant area of the
watershed, about 4.6 . Ma or institutions include
the Norristown Hospital, Einstein Hospital, Mercy
Suburban Hospital, and the Montgomery County
Community College, as well as several schools and
churches. The characteristics of these institutional
properties are very different. Some include significant amounts of undeveloped property, while
others are more densely developed.

PARKS/RECREATION
Parks and recreation lands are significant due to
the location of the Norristown Farm Park as well
as several large municipal parks.

RESI ENTIAL
Residential development is the predominate land
use throughout the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run
watersheds. Over half of the land in the watershed is devoted to residential purposes. A ma ority of that area is comprised of single family detached houses on lots that range in size from
10,000 s uare feet to several acres in size. Attached housing and multifamily units are generally
found within the lower portion of the watershed
in Norristown.

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE
Retail commercial, office, and mixed uses comprise
about 5.4 of the watershed. Centers of commerce in Norristown include the downtown, the
West Marshall Street Business District, and the
Logan S uare Shopping Center. Significant portions of commercial and office development is
seen throughout the Stony Creek watershed
along Germantown Pike and DeKalb Pike. A large
suburban office area exists in Whitpain and Plymouth townships within the Blue Bell/ Plymouth
meeting areas.
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UTILITIES/ MINING
Utilities comprise a very small area of the watershed. Generally utilities include substations and
power transmission. Existing mining lands are
from one facility in East Norriton which is now
closed.

AGRICULTURE
Over half of the 690 acre Norristown Farm Park
and several properties in Worcester Township are
used for farming. Now farmland and vacant land
accounts for about 8 of the watershed which is
a significant reduction from the past.

OT ER SIGNIFICANT LAN

USES

Transportation consisting of all of the road surfaces consumes over 13 percent of the watershed
land. Though much of this is from local roads, the
PA Turnpike northeast extension transverses the
upper portion of the Stony Creek Watershed.
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View of Dekalb Street during a festival event

COMMUNITY
EMOGRAP IC
ANALYSIS

population increase or decrease) is an important
measure of the magnitude of population change
that has occurred over time. Figure 4 shows
population trends in the planning area.

A brief snap shot of the people residing in the
study area in Norristown, East Norriton Township
and West Norriton Township is provided based
upon the U.S. Census. Demographic
characteristics can provide insight when planning
for greenway preservation and recreational
development. It can help determine not only
preservation needs but also future need for greenway and recreation improvements.

Between 2000 and 2010, the three planning area
municipalities experienced a strong population
increase of about 4,183 people (7 ). After decades of population decline, Norristown experienced a 9.7 increase in population over the past
decade. A portion of this increase occurred due
to the growth of the Hispanic population. Both
townships experienced growth as well.

POPULATION TREN S

age profile over time can be an
important measure of growth and change.

The rate of municipal population change (relative
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AGE
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Among other things, shifts in the distribution
among age groups can have significant impacts
on the provision of social services, housing, school
enrollments, park and recreation needs, and the
labor force. Figure 5 summarizes the overall age
profile of the residents of the planning area. It
shows there is a significant youth residential population in the study area, particularly Norristown.
Norristown experienced a substantial increase in
the youngest age cohort since 2000. On the other side of the age spectrum, Norristown experienced declines in elderly population, while generally the county has been seeing increasing elderly
populations.

RACE AN

ISPANIC ORIGIN

The overall planning area is both racially and culturally diverse. As seen in Figures 6 and 7, Norristown has always had a significant afro American
population, but in the past two decades the numbers of Hispanic peoples has grown dramatically.
In Norristown, the Hispanic population grew by
over 28 from 2000 to 2010. Though Hispanic
populations in East Norriton and West Norriton
are smaller, both population groups increased
dramatically from 2000 to 2010.
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Figure 4
Population
Munic ipalit y

Population
2000 Population
13,211
31,282
14,901

2010 Population
13,590
34,324
15,663

East Norrit on
Norristown
West Norrit on

Population Change (2000-2010)
Number Change
Percent Change
379
2.9%
3,042
9.7%
762
5.1%

Source: Census 2010

Figure 5
Age Characteristics
Munic ipalit y
East Norrit on
Norristown
West Norrit on

0-4 yrs.
760
3,066
839

5-17 yrs
1,556
5,925
1,605

18-24 yrs
814
3,881
981

25-34 yrs.
1,802
6,396
2,861

35- 44 yrs.
1,754
4,644
2,113

44-54 yrs.
2,074
4,213
2,426

55-64 yrs.
2,012
3,068
2,154

65-74 yrs.
1,333
1,663
1,349

75+ yrs.
1,485
1,468
1,335

Source: Census 2010

Figure 6
Hispanic Origin
Munic ipalit y
East Norrit on
Norristown
West Norrit on

2010 Total Population
13,590
34,324
15,663

2001
430
9,714
492

2000
154
3,282
236

Number Change
276
6,432
256

2010 % of Total Hispanic
3.2%
28.3%
3.1%

Source: Census 2010

Figure 7
Race
Black or African-American
Municipality
East Norriton
Norristown
West Norriton

2010 Total Population
13,590
34,324
15,663

2000(1)

2010
1,217
12,310
1,409

800
10,887
909

Source: Census 2010
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Number Change
417
1,423
500

2010 % of Total
9.0%
35.9%
9.0%
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CHAPTER 3
IMPORTANT RESOURCES
A key component of the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run Greenway Plan is an inventory of potentially vulnerable
resources. Such an inventory examines natural resources including geology, topography, soils, surface
waters and hydrology, vegetation and wildlife, as well as historic and cultural resources. Identification of
these sensitive areas is a first step toward determining priorities for the greenway. Even resources outside
of the planning area but within the watershed can have a significant influence on the uality of the greenway. Chapter 4 discusses the hydrology and water uality of both streams.

GEOLOGY
resources begins with geology. The foundation of
streams and everything that drains into it is based
on the characteristics of the bedrock. This is very
evident when viewing either creek since they often flow across bedrock formations. In combination with the local climate, geological characteristics of the rock, both physical and chemical, influence hydrologic and terrestrial features such as
local soils, wetlands, surface and ground water,
vegetation, and topography. Subse uently, their
characteristics may impact local landscape and
wildlife conditions.
The area around Norristown is located in the
Triassic Lowland and Piedmont Upland section of
the Piedmont Physiographic Province. The Triassic
Lowlands are characterized by primarily red shales
and sandstones, with intrusions of diabase. Three
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formations - Stockton Sandstone/Conglomerate /
Shale, Lockatong Argillite/Shale, and Brunswick
Shale/Sandstone found within the Stony Creek
and Saw Mill Run are described below and shown
in Figure 8

x

Stockton Sandstone, Conglomerate, and
Shale formation comprises all of the Saw Mill
Run watershed and a ma ority of the Stony
Creek watershed. It is primarily a coarse sandstone, which tends to form ridges resistant to
weathering. The groundwater resources in
this formation are the best of any formation
found in the county. This rock is a good
source of brick, floor tile, and sintered aggregate material.

x

Lockatong formation underlies the upper
portion of the Stony Creek watershed primarily in Worcester and East Norriton townships.
This formation is primarily comprised of thickbedded dark gray to black argillite (hard claystone or siltstone) with occasional zones of

STONY CREEK/ SAW MILL RUN GREENWAY PLAN CHAPTER 3
Figure
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surrounding area. Fre uently this means that the
environmental sensitivity of the steep slope is
different as well. Susceptibility to erosion and
mass movement may be greater than the
surrounding area, especially if vegetation is
removed or during times of extreme precipitation.
Also, uni ue species of plants and the associated
wildlife that depends on these plants may be
present only on the slopes, creating uni ue
recreation opportunities.
Overall, steep slopes are not a ma or feature of
the watersheds, though small steep slope areas
exist along the stream corridor. Figure 9 shows
that a concentration of steep slopes occurs in the
sections of the Saw Mill Run as well as west of
Stony Creek in Elmwood Park , in areas of the
Farm Park, and in portions of the Elmwood Park
Zoo.

Sedi entar rocks along the Ston Creek in the orristown Far Park

While development has already occurred on or
near these areas, they generally appear to be protected from further development.
thick-bedded dark shale, impure limestone
and limey argillite. Lockatong formation
rocks are generally hard and resistant to
weathering.

x

Brunswick formation underlies a small portion
of the northwestern edge of the watershed.
It typically consists of reddish brown shale,
mudstone and siltstone.

TOPOGRAP Y
Slope, or fre uency of change in elevation, is an
important environmental condition. When
expressed as a percentage, slope is defined as the
amount of change in vertical elevation over a
specified horizontal distance. For example, a fifteen foot rise in elevation over a one hundred foot
horizontal distance is expressed as a fifteen
percent slope, often considered to be a steep
slope for the purposes of landscape protection.
These changes in elevation throughout a
community contribute a great deal to its
appearance and natural diversity.
This is especially true of the steep slope areas of a
community, which also cause limitations to
development. The slope and soils present on
steep slopes are in balance with vegetation,
underlying geology at current precipitation levels.
Maintaining this e uilibrium reduces the danger to
public health and safety posed by unstable
hillsides. Steep slopes often have a combination of
vegetation and soil that differs from the
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VEGETATION/ WIL LIFE
The original vegetation of Montgomery County
was a dense forest of hardwoods which covered
over 99 percent of the county. Oaks were the
dominant species, but chestnut, tulip poplar,
hickory, ash, red maple, and dogwoods were also
present. Several hundred years of clearing and
cultivation, and in more recent times the rapid
development of houses and commercial facilities,
have reduced the extent of woodlands. The
principle types of woodlands found in the planning area include
Mixed Oak Forest - Northern Red Oak is
predominant, but black oak, scarlet oak, beech,
hickory, tulip poplar, and chestnut oak are also
found in these types of forests. Mixed oak woodlands can be found in Elmwood Park and upland
portions of the Norristown Farm Park.
Ash/Maple - Typical woodlands found in streams
valleys include combinations of ash and maple
tree species. In the Norristown Farm Park slippery
elm, yellow birch, black gum, sycamore, and tulip
poplar trees are also found along the Stony Creek.
The Ash Emerald Borer will likely destroy many of
the ash trees in these locations in the future impacting the health of many riparian forests.
Floodplain Forest - Red maple, box elder, syca-
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Figure

Steep Slopes
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and the fields and forests within the Farm Park
and Elmwood Park are great habitat for a variety
of birds. Recently a nesting pair of Bald Eagles
have taken up residence in the Farm Park.

No plant or animal species of special concern as
identified in the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity
Index was identified within this planning area.

SOILS

illed soil in the Ston Creek

atershed

more, ash, pin oak, shagbark hickory, spice bush,
and red-twig dogwood are typically found in
floodplain areas along both creeks.
Woodlands and individual trees serve many
purposes, both functional and aesthetic. Trees
prevent erosion, provide habitat for wildlife,
provide buffers for creeks, and offer recreational
opportunities for residents. Hedgerows and strips
of woodlands between developed areas and fields
prevent erosion and provide cover for wildlife
movement, shelter, and migration.
Figure 10 depicts the forest canopy in the Stony
Creek/ Saw Mill Run watershed area. The canopy
is generally made up of the dense woodlands
such as those found in parts of Elmwood Park and
the Norristown Farm Park and isolated strips of
trees or the landscaping on individual properties.
Understory and shrub vegetation occurs throughout the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run as well
though deer browse has had a significant impact
on it.

The natural woodlands and agriculture lands
found in portions of the Stony Creek, as well as
isolated conditions provide habitat for a variety of
animals. The ma ority of animals are found within
the Norristown Farm Park, though many animals
such as whitetail deer, opossums, s uirrels, skunks
and raccoons could be found throughout the
study area. Additionally, numerous types of birds
have been sighted in each watershed. The large
field area of the Saw Mill Run Flood Control Basin
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Soils are a natural assortment of organic materials
and mineral fragments that cover the earth and
support plant life. The composition of soils
changes slowly over time, due to weathering of
rock, activity of soil organisms and addition of
organic material. As a conse uence, soils vary
with respect to depth to bedrock, depth to
groundwater, color, mineral characteristics,
fertility, texture, and erodibility. One of the most
influential natural features, soils are a result of the
hydrology and the weathering capacity of the
underlying geology in a given area. They are also
influenced by the orientation of the land and the
types of vegetation that grow in them.
Conversely, the type of soil influences the
vegetative cover of the land, which effects the
uality and uantity of surface and groundwater,
wildlife diversity, rates of erosion, and the
aesthetic uality of the landscape.
Though soils are diverse, soil scientists have
classified the soils found in Montgomery County
into several groups called soil series. Soils listed
within the same series will display similar
subsurface characteristics. The surface
characteristics of soils within a particular series can
vary in slope, degree of erosion, size of stones,
and other easily recognizable features. Although
a variety of soil types exist in all parts of the Stony
Creek and Saw Mill Run watersheds, the most
extensive type is urbanland Penn Complex
found in Norristown. This classification refers to
the fact that the soil is an artificial soil series resulting from the movement of natural soils within an
area caused by the development of land. Generally the origin of the soil is from the Penn Soil complex.
In addition to the soil mapping units, soils can also
be divided into prime and important agricultural
soils, hydric components (wetland characteristics),
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and alluvial soils (resulting from flooding). The
groups of soil pertinent to this greenway plan are
described below.
PRIME AN
SOILS

character. As a result, preserving open space in
these areas will not be to protect the land for
farming, but for other purposes, such as to protect
other natural features or link open space areas.

IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL
ALLUVIAL SOILS

The agricultural capability of soil is measured
based on fertility, depth to bedrock and
groundwater, texture, erodibility, and slope. Soils
are classified as prime farmland, farmland of
statewide importance, and other land, based on
these characteristics. Prime farmland includes
deep, well drained, and moderately sloped soils
that can support high yields of crops with little
management. Farmland of statewide importance
includes soils that support cultivation but re uire
careful crop management. The remaining soils are
best used for pasture and woodlands.
While the ma ority of soils in the planning area are
classified as urbanland, there are several areas
containing other soils suitable for agricultural use,
including a number of areas with prime soils.
Many of these areas are already permanently protected, included the Farm Park, Elmwood Park,
and portions of the land surrounding Saw Mill Run.
However, as can be expected in an urbanized
area, agricultural uses do not exist and therefore

Alluvial soils are fre uently, but not always, located
within a floodplain. They have been deposited by
flowing water and are not stable as a result of their
texture and composition. The presence of alluvial
soils is only one indicator of a floodplain. Changes in
the tributary drainage area or slope of the ad acent
stream may create a floodplain that is either larger or
smaller than the area of alluvial soils. Also, alluvial soils
do not indicate the probability of recurrence of a
flood (for example, a 100 year flood). An important
aspect of alluvial soils is that they often form a uifer
recharge areas. Alluvial soils in the Municipality can
be found buffering Stony Creek in Elmwood Park and
the Farm Park.
Y RIC SOILS
In general, these soils that are saturated with
water at or near the ground surface, particularly
during certain times of the year, are considered to
have a high water table. As would be expected,
such areas often exist near water bodies and
watercourses and may be part of wetlands. Remaining vacant land containing hydric as well as
alluvial soils and those of agricultural importance
should be a priority for preservation.

WETLAN S
Wetlands have value and are worthy of protection
due to a number of characteristics. However, it is
easier to discuss the benefits of wetlands than it is
to delineate the wetland itself. Some wetlands are
easily recognizable by most people because the
presence or influence of water is obvious. However, many wetlands are sub ect only to seasonal
wet conditions. For much of the year, surface
water may not be present. Still other wetlands
develop in areas where the soil is saturated for
long periods, but never flooded. The Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of

Created wetlands at orristown Far

that are inundated or saturated by surface or
groundwater at a fre uency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
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typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.
Depending on where they are located, wetlands
may serve one or more beneficial functions. Almost all wetlands provide habitat for birds, amphibians and fish. These in turn support other
wildlife. Wetlands also mitigate flooding by holding back floodwater and slowing stream velocity.
Wetlands improve water uality too. As water
flows through a wetland, it slows and drops much
of its sediment load. In addition, nutrients that
can cause algae blooms and other pollution problems are taken up by wetland vegetation. Wetlands located in depressions often encourage infiltration of stormwater, contributing to groundwater recharge. They also help maintain stream bedflow, particularly during drier conditions.
There are a few wetland areas within the Stony
Creek watershed. These wetlands are located
along Stony Creek in the northern portion of
Elmwood Park, on the Norristown High School
property, along the Main Branch of the Stony
Creek between Germantown Pike and Township
Line Road and within Barrington Park, west of
Kepner Creek upstream from the high arch bridge,
and along Main Branch of the Stony Creek in the
Farm Park. An area of constructed wetlands was
established in the Farm Park several years ago to
mitigate the loss of wetlands due to a pro ect developed by Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.

GROUN WATER
Groundwater behaves much like surface water,
flowing like a stream, only much slower.
Groundwater is tapped as a source of drinking
water and for industrial purposes where surface
water is unavailable.
Groundwater replenishment occurs slowly, as
precipitation and in some cases stream water
seeps through the soil, down to the a uifer.
Open, undisturbed land is essential to
groundwater recharge, since vegetation serves to
retain precipitation where it falls, allowing it to
soak into the soil rather than run off the surface.
Impervious surface from development prevents
infiltration of precipitation. Some groundwater
also seeps into the creek along rock formations
within the stream corridor.
The Norristown area obtains its water supply from
Pennsylvania American Water Company, the largest regulated water utility in the state. The company s water supply is provided principally from the
water intake in the Schuylkill River below the confluence with the Stony Creek. Water from this
source is treated in the ad oining water treatment
plant. Water is also supplied from wells and
through purchase contracts and interconnections
with other water providers.

Due to groundwater contamination within the
Rahway community along the Saw Mill Run, public water was installed in that portion of East Norriton.

SCENIC PLACES AN
VISTAS
Locations in both the Stony Creek and Saw Mill
Run offer scenic views and resources that are important to consider in developing a greenway
plan. These public spaces tend to be the most
pleasant and interesting places or are locations
that offer great views of historic sites, natural
features or pleasant urban landscapes.

Fenced in riparian area along the

Although the process of identifying a scenic
resource is largely dependent on the observer s
own opinions and preferences, information
collected from a community group can provide
a relatively broad inventory. Wherever
possible, these areas should be preserved and

ain ranch of the Ston Creek
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linked to other elements of the greenway.
Movement. One side of this inviting stretch
of road contains Elmwood Park, while wellkept houses overlook it from the opposite
side.

While most scenic views and streetscapes in the
planning area are summarized below and are
mapped in Figure 11. The defining element or
feature for each resource is noted.
1.

River View A panoramic view of Barbadoes
Island and the Schuylkill River is available
from Crawford Park.

2.

View from the Schuylkill River Trail The
Schuylkill River Trail bridge offers an excellent
view of the Stony Creek toward Main Street.

3.

View from the Airy Street Bridge The lower
part of the Stony Creek along Markely Street
can be seen from the pedestrian bridge
along Airy Street.

4.

War Memorial Park at Harding Boulevard and
James Street This small triangle park contains
green space and several war related monuments. The obelisk is traditional, while the
tank is startling but inviting especially for
in uisitive children.

5.

Sterigere Street Bridge A brief view of the
wooded Stony Creek can be seen along the
Sterigere Street Bridge.

6.

Harding Boulevard North of Roosevelt Field
A traditional tree lined boulevard, this is Nor-

7.

Fornance and Tremont Streets This intersection provides a bucolic view of the open
space along Saw Mill Run behind the dam as
well as a more urban view of Norristown
rooftops extending across the horizon toward
the western part of Montgomery County.

8.

DeKalb Street between Freedley Street and
Johnson Highway This stretch of DeKalb is
characterized by large period revival houses
overlooking large lawns and mature trees.
Similar to, but more consistent than West
Main Street, this formal streetscape is one of
the most impressive in the Municipality.

9.

Stony Creek in Elmwood Park The best views
of Stony Creek are afforded at several locations near the Bandshell at Elmwood Park.

10. Sterigere Street View Panoramic views of the
Norristown Farm Park and State Hospital are
available along Sterigere Street.

11. View near the Great Hay Barn Great views
of the Stony Creek watershed occur at several
points of the trail system in the Farm Park
near top of the hill above the hay barn.

12. Whitehall Road along the Farm Park Vistas
of the Farm Park fields can be seen along
Whitehall Road between Sterigere and Germantown Pike.

13. Germantown Pike View Panoramic Views of
the Farm Park occur along Germantown Pike.

14. Norris City Avenue and Standbridge Street
The Norris City Avenue bridge crossing of the
East Branch of Stony Creek provides attractive
views.

15. Roland Drive The wooded Barrington Park
and Stony Creek corridor is seen across from
the East Norriton Middle School

ic cle race along the scenic Harding oulevard
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Figure 11

Scenic Roads

Vistas

conditions. The oldest structure is the Shannon
Mansion built in 1794. Other notable structures
on site include The Getty Cottage, Castner House,
and Dairy Barns.

orristown Far Park View
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16. Norristown Farm Park near the Shannon
Mansion A great view of the Stony Creek
and riparian reforestation area can be seen
from the park drive near the Shannon Mansion.

ISTORIC AN
CULTURAL RESOURCES
Historic sites are another important resource that
can contribute to a greenway. Historic structures
and places are important in creating and maintaining a community s sense of place. These historic
resources add to an area s uality of life by providing a community with pride and ownership of its
past. They also make a valuable contribution to
environment.
Preservation also makes good economic sense.
Historic sites can be reused in various ways to
attract business while maintaining the heritage
that defines a community. This is particularly important in some historic resources that are also
linked to the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run watersheds.

NATIONAL REGISTER

area was primarily developed between the 1870s
and the 1920s. It represents the ever changing
tastes in domestic architecture during this time.
The location of these districts is shown in Figure 12.
Other eligible historic districts are shown on the
map as well.

ISTORIC RESOURCES
NATIONAL REGISTER SITES
Outside of these districts, there are several individual structures that also merit acknowledgement
including the Supplee house and Merdith Mill
House in East Norriton Township and several
buildings in Norristown including the A.D. Eisenhower School, Rittenhouse School (converted to
assisted living), former Norristown High School,
Theodore Roosevelt School, Odd Fellows Building
on Main Street, Jamison Mill along the Stony
Creek, demolished Montgomery Hospital, General
Stewart Armory (the PAL Center), and the Norristown Hospital.
NORRISTOWN FARM PARK

OUSES

The buildings on the Farm Park represent two
distinct historic periods private farm of the early

ISTRICTS

In 1980 the architectural firm of John Milner Associates released an architectural and historic survey
of Norristown. Dividing the Municipality into seven study areas, it provided an extensive documensurvey lead to the creation of two National Register Historic Districts in 1984 The Central Norristown Historic District and the West Norristown
Historic District.
The Central District contains a diverse cross section
of buildings of various architectural styles. Encompassing over 245 acres and over 1900 structures
within some 40 s uare blocks, the district includes
most of the commercial and government buildings
in the downtown and the residential areas directly
north and east of the downtown. This district
represents an area that was originally developed
between the late 18th century and 1910.
The West District, generally referred to as the West
End, is predominantly residential. It contains almost 1700 structures within a 32 block area. This
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Distinctive stonework fro the Castner House
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Figure 1

Historic and Cultural Resources
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CHAPTER 4
STREAMS

The success of the greenway is inextricably tied with the two streams that define it. Both streams, the
Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run, are for the most part urban streams that have been reshaped by the development taking place around them over the past centuries. In the future they will continue to be urban
streams. The water uality of both streams will be shaped by the stormwater flowing off of Norristown
area streets and from other development throughout the town and surrounding townships. The uality of
the streams, their habitat and the water they convey is an important ingredient in this greenway plan. In
this chapter, the physical condition, habitat potential, water uality, and the history of flooding in both
streams is examined.

Ston Creek below

ain Street

STONY CREEK
The Stony Creek watershed is approximately 20.4
s uare miles. Its headwaters in Lower Providence,
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Worcester and Whitpain Townships are characterized by rolling hills and a gently sloping floodplain. Several large properties such as the Montgomery County Community College, Blue Bell
Country Club, Meadowlands Country Club, and
Center S uare Country Club still feed some of the
small tributaries of the Stony Creek. Until the
1980s much of this upper portion of the watershed remained undeveloped in Whitpain Township and Worcester. Over the past three decades,
significant development within this part of the
watershed has occurred. From its confluence at
the Schuylkill River to the Norristown Farm Park,
the Stony Creek contains no natural tributaries. As
portions of Norristown were developed along the
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Figure 1
Strea Seg ents
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creek, former tributaries in this area were channeled
into storm sewers and buried underground. In the
Norristown Farm Park, the Stony Creek divides into
three branches. The western branch, also referred
to as Kepner Creek, flows through the Norristown
High School Property and through West Norriton
Township into Lower Providence Township. The
Main Branch flows generally north along the Stony
Creek rail line through East Norriton into Worcester
and Whitpain Townships to its headwaters in a
stormwater basin at the Montgomery County Community College Blue Bell Campus. The East Branch
flows northeast through East Norriton and Whitpain
Townships. All of these three branches contain
several tributaries.

The Stony Creek is classified as a Trout Stocked fishery since it is able to support seasonal trout stocking
by the Pa Fish and Boat Commission and Stony
Creek Anglers Association. Yet the stream water
uality and fishery habitat is stressed by urban runoff. In the past, sewage system overflows have

Ston Creek near PAL Fields
WEST MAIN STREET TO WEST AIRY STREET SC
2
The Stony Creek goes from deep back water condition to a shallow stream with a rocky substrate near
West Airy Street. Banks are steep to moderately
steep and soil covered. There is little understory
along the banks with most vegetation being invasive species. The Main Street SEPTA station encroaches on the eastern bank of the stream making
access difficult. Other areas appear to be fenced off
or otherwise inaccessible.
WEST AIRY STREET TO WEST MARS ALL
STREET SC

CONFLUENCE TO WEST MAIN STREET SC 1
The depth in the creek near the confluence with the
Schuylkill River is sufficient to allow for fishing and
boating. Banks in this area are steep, narrow, and
fenced, so access is only available at one or two
locations. Access is best at the confluence with the
Schuylkill River on the upstream side within Crawford Park. The Waste Management municipal waste
transfer station on the opposite bank may be a
source of litter and water uality problems.

The creek at this location may still be accessible by
kayak at high water conditions, but it is generally
very shallow. The stream flows over a rocky substrate with a few riffles. Banks are still high (20 and covered in rubble at some spots. The stream is
still difficult to access from Poley Park. There is some
evidence of dumping in this stretch.
WEST MARS ALL STREET TO MARKLEY/ ELM
STREET SC
The stream is concentrated into a deep main channel here with an unknown depth. A low dam is
present near the upstream end. The west bank is
gradual, interrupted by a low stone wall about half
way up. The east bank is steeper. Debris has been
dumped near the Markley Street Bridge at Elm
Street. Generally private property restricts public
access into this section of creek.
MARKLEY/ ELM STREET TO STERIGERE STREET
SC

Ston Creek near the confluence with the Schu lkill River
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Along this entire section, the creek is shallow, except for a deep channel on the west side near the
Elm Street Bridge. The bed is rocky and the banks
are high and moderately steep. The western bank
is as much as 40 feet high in places. A high stone
wall is also located along the west side of the creek
in some locations preventing access. Easy access to
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Ston Creek near the baseball fields in El wood Park
the stream is possible along the east bank from the
PAL Center through Elmwood Park. There is an
unidentified outfall in this section along the eastern bank the outflow contains no color or odor.
At the upper end, the stretch develops pool and
riffle structure for better stream health, and is flowing over a rocky substrate. A small tributary comes
in ust below the PAL Center Area. The riparian
area shows some understory, and is wide enough
to create a shaded interior in places.
STERIGERE STREET TO NORRISTOWN OR
ER O NSON IG WAY SC 6
The creek flowing through Elmwood Park is shallow and rocky, slow moving in places, with riffles
further upstream, as it widens to about 40 feet
from bank to bank. The riparian area on the west
side is narrow with evidence of some bank erosion
ust above Sterigere Street but widens out near the
Elmwood Zoo. The pool and riffle structure becomes more evident moving upstream, with several deep pools. Behind the baseball field in
Elmwood Park and further upstream, the riparian
corridor provides shade for most of the creek.

Ston Creek in El wood Park
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Near Sterigere Street, the west side banks are moderately high, and there are flood channels to cross
before getting to the creek. Also, a large culvert
drains into the creek at the Mascaro unk yard on
the west bank of the creek. On the east side, the
banks are low creating good access. Further upstream past the band shell the banks grow steeper
on the east and are shallow along the western side
of the creek. A portion of a dam is located across
the creek in vicinity of the bandshell. There is a lot
of evidence of wildlife in this stretch of the creek.
The bedrock geology forms the stream bottom
through much of the upper end of this section with
very little gravel and silt. Two old sewer pipes cross
the creek at the upper end of this section, acting as
low dams. Both pipes do not appear to be functioning currently. The eastern branch of the Stony
Creek connects to the main branch ust above
where the pipes cross.
O NSON IG WAY TO GERMANTOWN PIKE
EAST RANC
SC
The East Branch of the Stony Creek flows along the
back of the softball fields and along the edge of the
PennDot Property and Norristown Farm Park. Access is available from the west through the Farm
Park. In the section near the softball fields, the creek
meanders under a partial riparian canopy. There
appears to be significant invasive plant growth
along the stream at this location. The riparian canopy along the PennDot property is not well developed opening up the stream to sunlight in places.
Generally there is a pool and riffle stream pattern in
the stream upstream of the PennDot Property
though more silt is present in the stream bed. The
creek leaves the Farm Park and crosses under Norris
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moval of the Norristown Farm Park dam located
about 1000 feet below the Kepner Creek tributary
was completed in fall 2011. The dam removal restored the creek to a more natural, free-flowing
condition. Upstream of the dam, the floodplain and
edge of creek were stabilized with large rocks and
banks replanted with willow and dogwood stakes.
During 2013 limited channel grading, stream bank
stabilization, and habitat improvements occurred in
the vicinity of the former dam. The in-stream habitat
improvements included the installation of cross

Ston Creek at orristown Far Park
City Avenue where an East Norriton Sewage pump
station is located. Upstream of the bridge, the
stream turns sharply to the east through residential
neighborhoods crossing under Swede Street. Upstream from the Swede Street Bridge, the stream
turns to the northeast flowing about 0.9 miles
through a developed area with apartments and
residences on the west and portions of the eastern
side along with the Mercy Suburban Hospital and
various businesses near Germantown Pike. A tributary enters the East Branch from the east about midway from Swede Street to Germantown Pike. Despite the development in this area, the stream is
within a wooded riparian canopy. Overall the
creek is about 10 to 15 feet wide, with gradually
sloping banks. Though the stream banks are are
stable, there is evidence of considerable flood flows
conveyed by the stream since it drains large commercial development areas in the vicinity of US 202
and Germantown Pike. Significant stormwater
outfall pipes discharge into the creek at Germantown Pike.
STONY CREEK IN NORRISTOWN FARM PARK
SC
The Stony Creek from the confluence with the East
Branch to the confluence of Kepner Creek within
the Norristown Farm Park contains backwater channels and vernal pools and exhibits a good pool and
riffle se uence, with moderately fast flow. This section has a good natural channel, but has also benefited significantly from the stream stabilization work
along it. As a result of the stream uality of this
section and great access opportunities to it, it is very
popular for fishing.

The stream corridor restoration work in this section
was as a result of a collaborative effort between the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, the PA Fish
and Boat Commission, American Rivers, Montgomery County, and the Stony Creek Anglers. The re-
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Ston Creek near er antown Pike
vanes, log deflectors, a mud sill, and scattered boulder placement in the creek bed.

Though a paved road/ trail runs along the western
side of this section of the Stony Run, a significant
riparian area adoins the street on the eastern side o
the creek and trees line the creek between the road
and the banks of the creek on the western side of
it. As part of the cooperative venture with the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, more than 3.5
acres of new wetland areas and over 8 acres of
riparian buffer were established along Stony Creek.
In addition to providing water uality benefits, the
created weland areas provides habitats for the birds
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and small animals consisting of bird boxes, standing
snags (embedded tree trunks), and brush piles. The
former PAL baseball fields west of the creek at the
confluence with the Kepner Creek is being revegetated.

Between Upper Farm Road and Lower Farm Road.
Kepner Creek branches off the main stem to the
west toward Whitehall Road. The Main Branch
continues north through the Farm Park to Germantown Pike.
MAIN RANC CONFLUENCE WIT
NER CREEK TO LOWER FARM ROA

T E KEP
SC

The creek is moderately deep, fast flowing, and
about 30 feet wide through much of this section.
Banks are gradual, and a few feet high in most arerises to about 40 feet above the stream in the middle of this section. There is rich soil supporting
good vegetation and a developed riparian tree canopy along the stream for much of this section. Near
the Lower Farm Road, the riparian area is constrained by a cultivated field and a former pasture
area. A large stream riparian restoration area being
developed by the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission partnership to replace the former cow pasture
along western side of the creek south of the Lower
Farm Road. Portions of the creek bank in this area
have also been stabilized.
MAIN RANC LOWER FARM ROA
MANTOWN PIKE SC 10

TO GER

The Stony Creek is moderately deep and swiftly
flowing within a very broad riparian area through
much of this section. Riparian reforestation in an
old cow pasture ad oining the stream above Lower
Farm Road has been performed by the county park
staff over the past few years. The banks are gradual

Ston Creek strea bank stabili ation at the Far Park
in this section with the Farm Park. Above Farm
Park, the creek enters a mature woodland owned
by the East Norriton Township. In this area the tree
canopy provides complete shade for the stream.
The stream passes under the Stony Creek Railroad
were it is more difficult to access. An East Norriton
Township Sewage Pump Station is located along
east bank of the creek at the Timberland Apartments. An old pond and receation area are located
on the opposite side of the creek in this location.
The creek is generally deeper and slower moving as
it approaches Germantown Pike.
GERMANTOWN PIKE TO TOWNS IP LINE
ROA MAIN RANC
SC 11
The creek is shallow to moderately deep, slow moving, and about 20 feet wide in this section. Generally the creek flows within a wooded riparian area
through much of this section. On the western side
of the creek is an industrial area along Felton Road.
On the east side for about 1/2 mile above the Germatown Pike, the creek flows along several single
family residences. The upper portion of this section
is through the East Norriton Middle School Property,
Barrington Park and privately owned vacant land.
There is evidence of stream bank erosion within this
section. The East Norriton Sewer Authority has established gabion structures at several sewer manhole locations to prevent damage to the manholes.
KEPNER CREEK IN T E NORRISTOWN FARM
PARK SC 12
Kepner Creek flows east from its crossing under
Whitehall Road through the Norristown Farm Park
to the confluence with the Main Branch. From
Whitehall Road to Upper Farm Road, Kepner Creek
loops toward the north within a defined stream
valley. Throughout the Farm Park, the stream is
moderately shallow with good rock substrate with

Ston Creek at the High School
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several riffles and pools. Overall from Whitehall
Road to the high arch bridge, the stream drops
from 175 above sea level to 141 feet. Numerous
seeps occur along the bank of the creek providing
bedflow. A large wetland area occurs along the
western side of the creek above the high arch
bridge. Riparian woodlands are established along
it within the Norristown Farm Park except one area
where interstate gas line crosses. There appears to
be some erosion along the creek in this area.

Creek is classified by the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection as a Warm Water Fishery.

it, the water uality and habitat potential of the
stream is limited due to urban non point sources of
impairment. It has also been sub ect to accidental
discharges of sewage from ad acent sewer lines in
the past.

KEPNER CREEK W ITE ALL ROA TO URN
SI E AVENUE AN GERMANTOWN PIKE SC
1
After crossing under Whitehall Road, the creek flows
through the Stony Creek Townhouses within a gabion walled channel. Upstream from this development is another townhouse development under
construction on both sides of the creek. The Creek
crosses under Eagle Drive and encircles the Norristown High School campus. A growing riparian area
surrounds the creek through much of the campus.
Portions of the creek also back up on single family
residential properties. The stream branches into
three tributaries within the Norristown High School
campus.

Saw

ill Run near Fornance Street

CONFLUENCE TO EAST WAS INGTON STREET
SMR 1
At the Schuylkill River confluence, the creek is a few
feet deep and slow moving with a width of about
20 feet. Banks are 20 feet or more high and covered with rubble. The area at the confluence with
the Schuylkill River is fenced. The area surrounding
the stream contains invasive plants (Honesuckle and
Poison Ivy). There are few trees along the banks
within this section.
EAST WAS INGTON STREET TO EAST LAFA
YETTE STREET SMR 2

Saw

ill Run etween

ain and Lafa ette Streets

Saw Mill Run flows underground within several
bridges and culverts under East Lafayette Street,
Washington Street, and the SEPTA Norristown Regional Rail Line.

SAW MILL RUN
Saw Mill Run watershed covering about 4.4 s uare
miles, less than a uarter the size of the Stony
Creek, is a classic urban watershed. The entirety of
the steam corridor is developed. There are several
bridges and channels that shape and direct the
creek and a significant portion of the lower end of
the Saw Mill Run lies underneath Norristown. Like
the Norristown section of the Stony Creek, the Saw
Mill Run lacks natural tributaries except for a small
tributary from the Plymouth Country Club which
enters the Saw Mill Run at Norris Hills. The Stony
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Saw

ill Run at culvert entrance
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EAST LAFAYETTE STREET TO EAST AIRY
STREET SMR
The stream is within a concrete channel from East
Lafayette Street to Main Street. From Main Street to
East Airy Street the stream is located in an underground channel. On south side of East Airy across
from the municipal building, the creek is daylighted
for about 300 feet, but nearly impossible to get to.
EAST AIRY STREET TO EAST MARS ALL STREET
SMR
The Saw Mill Run continues within a culvert under
the Norristown municipal complex to East Marshall
Street.
EAST MARS ALL STREET TO OAK STREET SMR
Saw Mill Run exits the culvert within Marshall Commons. Generally the stream is less than a foot deep
with a rocky substrate with pools and riffles. Banks
areas making the stream inaccessible. Gabions are

Saw

Saw

ill Run near Engro Field

The stream is healthiest through here due to a mature riparian wooded corridor.
ASIN STREET TO FORNANCE STREET SMR
Saw Mill Run continues a healthy pattern of pools
and riffles over a rocky substrate. Yet an industrial
area on the west encroaches on the creek. Several
outfall pipes discharge into the creek in this area.
The riparian corridor is narrow, with Sycamores,
vines and honeysuckle. Access is difficult. Near the
upper end of this area it appears that the homeowner has removed many of the creekside trees.
There is also a concrete pipe running along the toe
of the bank on the west side.

ill Run south of Oak Street

present on west side and there is evidence of scouring. Invasive vegetation is present along the creek
corridor. The riparian woods spread along both
sides of the stream through Simmons Park. Several
outfalls discharge into the stream in this section.
Marshall Commons Park offers some access to the
creek near the beginning of the culvert. Through
much of Simmons Park, the creek is blocked off by a
fence and generally not visible from much of the
park. Banks of the creek in Simmons Park are steep
and strewn with rubble.

Saw

ill Run at artasch Park

Saw

ill Run at icentennial Park

OAK STREET TO ASIN STREET SMR 6
Within both Martin Luther King Jr. Park and Skagg
Cottman Park the stream is potentially accessible,
though there are no trails or formal access points.
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FORNANCE STREET TO RO ERTS STREET
SMR
From Fornance Street to the Saw Mill Run Dam, the
stream is contained within an artificial channel constructed as part of the flood control pro ect. The
creek and riparian area in the vicinity of the bridge
carrying the sidewalk to the Hancock School is very
disturbed. The creek appears to have relocated 20
30 feet to the west. There are scattered young
trees forming the riparian area. The banks are low
and gradual, and access is good (thought there is a
strong sewage smell upstream). The stream corridor improves upstream in the Roberts Road/
Dartmouth Road area, though residential development along the banks makes access difficult.
RO ERTS STREET TO O NSON
SMR

IG WAY

The creek has some deep pools through here, yet
other places are shallow over thebedrock. Residential encroachment is a problem making access difficult. The creek is slow moving, and the banks are
steep and about 10 feet high. Invasive plants are
present.
O NSON IG WAY TO ELVOIR ROA
PLYMOUT TOWNS IP PARK SMR 10
The creek is shallow, with pools and riffles, moderately fast moving. The banks are 20 feet high or
more, and moderately steep. They are lower and
much more gradual near the park. The riparian
woods are healthier here, though there is some
encroachment and a large stand of bamboo. Cel-

Saw

ill Run near the Rahwa Co

andine and poison ivy are also prevalent, along
with stormwater outfalls. Homeowners and the
few places.

FLOO ING
Both streams have a significant history of flooding.
Damaging floods on the Stony Creek have been
reported in Norristown as early as 1786. Floods
causing significant damage have occurred in 1809,
1902, 1931, 1933, 1971, and 1972. More recent
flooding in the late 1990s damaged sections of
Elmwood Park and caused flooding along Water
Street. Storms in 2011 (Hurricane Irene), 2012,
2014 have caused flood damage in the lower portion of Stony Creek at Crawford Park and at businesses located at Main and Water Streets. Flooding
also occurs in Elmwood Park at Sterigere Street.
The 1971 storm and Hurricane Agnus in 1972 remain the most damaging storms in the Stony Creek
watershed. Some of the damage from both storms
was a result of the flooding within the Schuylkill
River backing up flood flows in the Stony Creek. A
special flood hazard report was prepared by the US
Army Corps of Engineers in 1976 to address the
flooding impacts.

Flooding in the late 1950s in the Saw Mill Run
caused significant damage in portions of Norristown. As a result of this damage, various flood
management improvements were made in the watershed over the following two decades.

unit
Saw
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WATER

UALITY

The overall water uality of both the Stony Creek
and Saw Mill Run is impaired by urban runoff. No
sewage treatment plants discharge into either creek.
No other single source of pollution exists. Some
farming occurs in the Stony Creek watershed resulting in sediment and nutrient discharges into the
stream. Generally farm fields in the Norristown
Farm Park have conservation practices in place to
minimize sediment pollution and nutrient runoff.
No farm animals are pastured at that site. But for
the most part, the uality of water in the both
streams is a result of stormwater that comes into
contact with the developed areas of each watershed and by the erosive force of flooding.
Typical sources of non-point source runoff include
pollutants associated with roadways such as parking
lots and roads. Since a significant portion of the
Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run watersheds include
ma or roadways including the Pennsylvania Turnpike and ma or shopping areas with large parking

Saw

ill Run near Engro Field

In addition to pollution flowing into the Stony Creek
and Saw Mill Run in Stormwater or occurring when
stream banks are eroded, other sources of stream
impairment include sewer main overflows and trash
dumped along streams. Accidental releases from
sewer mains can occur in several locations, particularly along the Saw Mill Run, due to the location of
pipes across and within the bed of the creek. Releases generally occur during rain events when the
sewer mains become filled with addition water infiltrating into the pipes. This excess flow can cause
sewage to surcharge out of the top of sewer manholes or to exfiltrate out of cracks or oints in the
sewer mains.
Small areas of trash and debris are found near both
creeks. Generally these areas can be more annoying than a significant source of stream impairment.

Sewer ain in the Saw

ill Run near Si

ons Park

lots, runoff carrying oils, metals and road salts from
paved untreated surfaces will impact the streams.
Other suburban land based pollutants likely to impact both streams include nutrients from lawn and
garden fertilizers, spilled chemicals, pet wastes, sediment, and detergents.
A big source of pollution occurs when large storms
cause excess flooding conditions overtaxing the
streams ability to handle all of the water discharging
into it. During these flood events, the force of water can erode stream banks releasing sediment and
various nutrients into the water. Sediment can
cause harm by degrading stream water in several
ways. When sediment settles out on stream beds it
can destroy potential fish spawning habitat and be
available to remix into future flood waters.
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The protected water use designation for a given
waterway is an indicator of its value for the
protection and propagation of a uatic life. Since

Overflowing sewer anhole
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each protected use has chemical and biological
characteristics, and other stream conditions that
need to be maintained, the designations are also
indicators of stream uality. Therefore, the
designations can be used to prioritize the

es and the Saw Mill Run is protected for Warm Water
Fishes. These designations are summarized in the
following way

x

WWF Warm Water Fishes Maintenance and
propagation of fish species and additional floral
and fauna which are indigenous to a warm
water habitat.

x

TSF Trout Stocking Fishes Maintenance of
stocked trout from February 15 to July 31 and
maintenance and propagation of fish species
and additional flora and fauna which are indigenous to a warm water habitat.

rash near PAL Fields
unprotected stream and stream valley resources.
The Stony Creek is protected for Trout Stocking Fish-

rout fishing in the Ston Creek
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The Schuylkill River has an additional designation for
migratory fishes that provides protection for the passage, maintenance, and propagation of anadromous
and catadromous fishes and other fishes which ascend to flowing waters to complete their life cycle.
Additionally, it was also the first river in Pennsylvania
designated scenic under the Pennsylvania State Scenic Rivers Program. The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission has been working to establish American
Shad in the Schuylkill River. Currently Shad have the
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CHAPTER 5
GREENWAY CORRI OR FEATURES
There are several significant features along both the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run Greenways that shape
and define each corridor. Though most features contribute or could contribute to the future greenway
development, other features along the stream corridors may limit the potential of the greenway unless
carefully managed. These features were visited during several field surveys. Additional investigation of
them was conducted through the key person interviews and meetings. Each feature shown on Figure 14
is described below.

STONY CREEK
Barbadoes Island (1) This 80-acre island in the
Schuylkill River with a rich history is located across
from the mouth of the Stony Creek. Though the
island is within West Norriton Township, it can
only be accessed from Norristown. The island is
owned by Exelon and is currently being marketed
for sale. Future opportunities for use of the island
include redevelopment for recreation, conservation, community and cultural facilities and amenities. The Norristown Dam owned by Montgomery
County is located at the eastern end of the island.

orristown Da in the Schu lkill River near the Ston
Creek
Norristown Riverfront Park Riverfront Park at
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Figure 1

reenwa Features
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Haws Avenue provides 1,170 feet of riverfront
access It is connected by stairs to the Schuylkill
River Trail. Access to the park is from Haws Avenue which also connects to the Barbadoes Island
causeway. The park provides boat ramps and
picnic areas. It is popular with neighborhood
residents and is the site of weekend neighborhood
gatherings. Recently it has been adopted by the
Norristown Dragon Boat Club who has organized
on boats are launched at this park and stored on
site in a metal storage container. Much of the
park is sub ect to flooding. A recent master plan
prepared for the park identified opportunities to

A fa il en o ing the Riverfront Park

River Trail and nearby neighborhoods.

Crawford Park (2) Established by a nonprofit
foundation, Crawford Park extends from Schuylkill
River to Main Street along Stony Creek. The park
ad oins Norristown Riverfront Park and is crossed
by the Schuylkill River Trail. The park contains a
community center, a playground, athletic fields,
limited parking, and basketball courts. The private
foundation which owns and operates it provides
education and recreational programs for local
underprivileged youth. A site superintendent and
program director are located at the park in the
summertime. The entire park is sub ect to flooding
and has sustained damage in the past. Although
the park remains open to the general public, the
foundation that owns it is concerned about management of uncontrolled public access, increased
expenses and liability.

Schuylkill River Trail (3) The Schuylkill River Trail
maintained by Montgomery County parallels the
Schuylkill River through Norristown on a former
rail bed. This section of trail is part of a planned
130-mile trail system from Philadelphia to Pottsville.
Currently the trail is complete from Center City
Philadelphia through Phoenixville in Chester County. As many as 500,000 trail users typically pass
through Norristown in a year. The former rail line
right of way which is over 100 feet wide in the
vicinity of river front park and all of the bridges
associated with it are owned by PECO. PECO
operates a high voltage power line along this corridor and has conveyed a trail easement to Mont-
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Dragon boat club e bers at the Riverfront Park

A flood at Crawford Park

A biker en o ing the Schu lkill River rail
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gomery County for the Schuylkill River Trail.

Norristown Arts Building and Chandler Bats (5)
Two interesting facilities are located on West Washington Street next to the Schuylkill River Trail. The
Norristown Arts Building is an old brick 3-story mill
building which currently houses art studio space,
art gallery, and teaching space. The Chandler Bat
Factory at 670 West Washington produces wooden baseball bats for the various ma or league hitters. An ad oining building was briefly operated as

Businesses on Washington Street (6) Several
businesses are located on the eastern side of the
Stony Creek along Washington Street including the
Waste Management Trash Transfer Station with
460 feet frontage on the creek and 380 feet
Schuylkill River frontage. The PA American Water
Company water treatment plant is located further
east on Washington Street. Down river from the
water treatment plant and water intake is the Norristown Dam owned by Montgomery County.

Main Street SEPTA Station (7) SEPTA operates
commuter rail service on the Norristown Regional
Rail Line along Markley Street from Main Street to
Elm Street. A commuter rail station with an open
shelter is located at 305 West Main Street with
parking for 92 cars. About 400 feet of wooded
stream frontage exists along the SEPTA station
property. A spur of this rail line, known also as the
Stony Creek Rail Line connects across the Schuylkill
River to the Norfolk Southern freight rail line connector in the middle of Barbadoes Island.

orristown Arts building

Ston Creek below

SEP A

ain Street

ain Street Station

Norristown Business Center/ Fairmont Engine
Company No. 2 (8) A 2.5-acre storage facility is
located along the creek at 355 West Main Street.
This property contains 470 feet of stream frontage
with a narrow wooded riparian buffer. The historic Fairmount Engine Company No 2 is located at
the corner of Main and Astor Streets. This 3-story
brick fire house dedicated in 1880 provides fire
protection services in Norristown and operates a
marine unit. It is also a significant historic resource.

Businesses on Markley Street (Main Street to
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Storage business near Ston Creek
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Marshall Street) McDonalds (9) Several businesses are located along Markley Street between Main
and Marshall Street including a fast food restaurant, gas stations, and the Times Herald newspaper office. The county owns a 200-car parking lot
at 400 Markley Street. The Norristown Times Herald Head uarters office at 420 Markley Street
bounded by Markley, Ann, Barbadoes, and Airy
Streets is a 2 to 3-story industrial building dating
from the 1880s. Several businesses are located
along Main Street east of Markley Street.

arkle Street ridge over Ston Creek
Markley Street (US 202) (10) This 44-Million
state and federally funded pro ect involves the
reconstruction of Markley Street (US Route 202)
through Norristown, the replacement of the U.S.
Route 202 bridge over Stony Creek near Airy
Street, the rehabilitation of stone arch bridges on
Main Street and Elm Street, various pedestrian
improvements including bump-outs and continental cross walks at signalized intersections, ADA curb
ramps, new sidewalks, countdown pedestrian
signals, streetscaping and pedestrian-scale lighting. The section of road way between Johnson
Highway and Elm Street was completed in 2015.

Poley Park (11) The Poley Park Property is located at 310 West Marshall Street. This 2-acre clubshaped parcel running between Airy and Marshall
Street is owned by Municipality of Norristown after
being donated to Norristown in 1985 by the Poley
family. A portion of the property toward Marshall
Street is improved with paved parking areas and
landscaping. These improvements were funded
through Federal CDBG and PA DCED grants. A
wider portion of the property toward Airy Street is
currently unimproved but contains paved areas
and is generally overgrown. This property has
been used as a storage area for a former asbestos
insulating company. A 2008 park master plan
developed for this site showed various layouts for
public park facilities including an amphitheater.
The creek crosses a small portion of this park as it
runs under Markley Street to the eastern side. The
Airy Street Bridge is along the southern side of the
park.

Montgomery County SAAC (Senior Adult Activities Center) (12) The senior center is located at
525 West Airy Street in an old 2-story brick school
building erected in 1950. The center offers social
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programs and activities to adults 50 years and
older and provides adult daycare.

Old Grist Mill (13) This historic stone grist mill at
204 West Marshall Street was erected in 1880 and
known as Simpson Grist Mill and Stony Creek Flour
Mill. It was renovated as restaurant in the 1980s
and went through different owners before closing
in 2010. The property contains about 200 LF
stream frontage with a wall of mill building set
directly at edge of creek. It remains a distinctive
historic landmark that gives character to the Stony
Creek and would be an ideal location a business
that would draw from the Stony Creek heritage.

Business along Markley Street (from Marshall to
Elm Streets) (14) Several different types of businesses are located along Markley Street in the
block between Marshall and Elm Street. Included
among them are Emerson Holdings 201 W Marshall Street (corner of Marshall and Markley) a 2story brick building built about 1920 that contains
laboratory, manufacturing space, and teaching
facility serving the pharmaceutical and biological
sector Auto Services (618 Markley Street) a small 2story warehouse built around 1920 servicing cars
Norristown Auto and Truck Sales (620 Markley
Street) E G Rall, Jr , Horticultural Services and
Landscape Design (622 Markley Street) a small
multi- warehouse constructed around 1900 Jack
Rabbit Auto Tags (624 Markley Street) a small onestory brick office building built around 1934 El
Molca ete Mexican Restaurant (636 Markley Street)
Wright Sales and Service (638 Markley Street) one
story brick commercial building built in 1930s
CubeSmart storage a 2-story brick building adaptive reuse of the Scheidt Brewery bottling house
facilitated under LERTA tax assistance ColorTyme
which provides rent-to-own furniture, appliances,
and computers Ramco Collision and Metal Supermarkets (750 Markley Street) housed in a white
brick one story building constructed around
1930 and Metal Supermarkets a franchise that
warehouses various kinds of small- uantity metals.

West Marshall Street Business District (15) A
thriving commercial business district is located
along four blocks of Marshall Street extending
from the SEPTA Train tracks to Kohn Street. The 4story Cigar Factory built in 1895 was converted
into 40-apartments in 1990 and the ad oining
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former Tyson Shirt Factory Apartments also along
the SEPTA train tracks at the edge of this business
district was converted to apartments during the
late 1990s.

SEPTA Elm Street Station (16) The SEPTA station
located at 793 Markley Street at the intersection of
Elm Street and Markley Street is the terminal station on the Norristown Regional Rail Line. The
station contains 226 parking spaces. It is also the
beginning of Stony Creek Rail Line.

SEP A El Street Station

Stony Creek Office Center (17) The former
Marshall Street (owned by Eadeh Family Limited
Parknership) contains multiple buildings extending
along creek from Marshall to Elm Streets. Stony
Creek extends along the edge of the property for
about 1,200 feet. The brewery, which closed in
1974, was renovated into an eight- building commercial office and warehouse complex known as
Stony Creek Office Center. Current office tenants
include Montgomery County Head Start, PA Department of Revenue (several divisions), PA Housing and Finance for Eastern PA and Bethel Deliverance Tabernacle Church as well as many privately
held and operated businesses.

Businesses along Markley Street (Between Elm
Street and Harding Boulevard) (18) Several
businesses are located along Markley Street between Elm Street and Harding Boulevard including a autobody shop, car wash, bakery, grocery,
restaurant, and repair shop. Several properties in
Norristown along the Stony Creek have been
flooded. Generally these businesses ad oin the
newly redeveloped Markley Street and Harding
Boulevard intersection.

Greater Norristown Police Athletic League (PAL)
(19) The PAL center is located in a former General
Stewart Armory building at 1101 Harding Boulevard. This 2-story building contains gym facilities,
class rooms, and offices used for a variety of youth
and family programs and services. A small community garden is located at the back of building.
This area was hard hit by two large storms in 1971
and 1972. Several storms over the past 10 years
have damaged baseball fields in the Elmwood
Park along Stony Creek and the PAL building. The
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PAL center offers a variety of programs for youth
and families in the Norristown area.

Elmwood Park Zoo (20) Elmwood Park Zoo is
located on a 17-acre parcel of woodland within
Elmwood Park at 605 Sterigere Street (running
along the west side of creek to a point roughly in
the vicinity of Coolidge Boulevard). The property is
bordered on one long edge by Stony Creek railroad and on other long edge by Harding Boulevard. Elmwood Park Zoo was established in 1924
when a local farmer donated a small menagerie to
the Borough of Norristown. Today the Zoo is
owned and operated by the Norristown Zoological Society, a non-profit organization independent
from the Municipality of Norristown, whose mission is to foster an appreciation of wildlife and
their habitat that will inspire active participation in
ment, Elmwood Park Zoo has attained the elite
status as one of only 225 institutions accredited by
the Association of Zoos and A uariums. The Zoo s
accreditation was renewed in September, 2011.
Elmwood Park Zoo currently maintains a collection
of about 300 animals indigenous to the Americas.
Highlights of the collection include aguars, bald
and golden eagles, Chacoan peccaries, howler
monkeys, bighorn sheep and timber wolves. Presently, 16 species in the collection are managed
pursuant to an international SSP (Species Survival
Plan), representing threatened and endangered
species. Others represent significant wildlife conservation success stories, such as the American
bison, peregrine falcon, bald eagle, timber wolf
and American alligator. About two-thirds of the
animal collection is on exhibit many others are
maintained separately for use in education programs. A proposed 50 million expansion of the
Elmwood Park Zoo over the next two decades
would increase the size of the animal park by 25
acres, add exhibits, and aid revitalization efforts in
Norristown.

Elmwood Park (21)
pal park, Elmwood Park is located along the Stony
Creek. The park is a local and regional attraction
containing a variety of facilities in addition to the
independent Elmwood Zoo located in the middle
of it. Some of these facilities include basketball
courts accessed from Sterigere Street, the Columbus monument, the band shell hosting a summer
concert series, shaded picnic and playground are-
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as, bocce courts, softball fields, youth baseball
fields, and Reds McCarthy baseball field.

Weirman Softball Fields (22) The construction
of two tournament uality softball fields was completed in 2007 with 1.3 million in funding from
Montgomery County and the PA DCED. Improvements at both fields included fencing, seating areas, and lighting to allow night games. Parking for
about 50 cars is provided next to the fields. These
actively used fields host over hundreds of ballgames each season including several tournaments. These fields were relocated to this site to
allow for construction of 261Ǧspace surface parking facility for Elmwood Park Zoo. Wierman Field
accommodates the needs of the very active Norristown Area Softball League and is the site of many
softball tournaments throughout the summer. A
walkway system provides a safe connection between the softball field area and the Zoo.

Mascaro Scrapyard (23) A 0.6-acre scrap yard
and waste management vehicle storage facility is
located at 701 Sterigere Street between Stony
Creek railroad and a narrow creekside strip of
parkland owned by Norristown. DEP records indicate recent violations for operating without a permit and unlawful dumping. The site contains
small one-story stone office built around 1920
when the site was operated as a coal yard and a
scrapyard area within a fence. It appears that this
facility may be encroaching on parkland along the
creek and behind this property.

Stony Creek Anglers Fish Hatchery (24) A fish
hatchery operated by the Stony Creek Anglers is
located within the Norristonw Farm Park. This
hatchery contains a concrete water raceway that
runs 200 feet through eight pens, each separated
by a screen and a one-foot step. The water flowing through the hatchery is re-oxygenated at each
drop. The raceway can hold 3,000 yearling brook
trout and 3,000 rainbows. The Stony Creek Anglers receive 3-inch-long fingerlings each year
from the Pa Fish and Boat Commission to raise in
the hatchery and stock in the Stony Creek. Volunteer members of the Stony Creek Anglers spend
several hours feeding the fish, emptying waste
and keeping the operation running. Fish raised at
this facility typically grow about 12 inches by the
time they are put in the water in April and May.

Softball at El wood Park

ascaro Scrap ard

Fishing at orristown Far Park

Fish hatcher at the orristown Far Park
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Norristown State Hospital (25) The state hospital is located at 1001 Sterigere Street (main entrance at corner of Stanbridge and Sterigere
Streets). Currently a long-term psychiatric facility, it
was established in 1876 as the State Lunatic Hospital at Norristown constructed according to the
ings eventually dotted the 900-acre property,
providing the patients with a variety of occupations. The hospital grounds included 100s of
acres of agricultural fields which were farmed until

An attractive building at the orristown Far Park

ity. Today, the facility is the only remaining state
hospital in Southeastern Pennsylvania, serving
about 380 residential patients, including those
criminally committed, on a campus of about 225
acres. Space in some of the buildings is rented to
social-service providers and government agencies.
Some meeting space is provided for local organizations and a publicly accessible greenhouse is run
by the patients. Local sports groups use a ballfield
at the hospital grounds located near Stanbridge
ceased in 1975, and the previously farmed fields
became the responsibility of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.
In 1992, Montgomery County began leasing 690
acres of the original hospital property and currently manages this area as Norristown Farm Park.
Approximately 450 acres in the Farm Park are still
cultivated by a tenant farmer under an agreement
with the county. A leaf composting operation also
exists in the park.

Norris City Cemetery (26) Norris City Cemetery,
at the corner of Norris City Avenue and Stanbridge
Street in East Norriton Township, was founded in
the 1860s by a private company, the Norris City
Cemetery Company. Its development was part of
the so-called Rural Cemetery Movement, and as
such was nonsectarian and was not overseen by
any specific municipality. Most graves were populated between 1880 and 1920, but the cemetery
has remained active ever since. The cemetery is
modest with a few elaborate graves and no notable people buried here. The Norris City Cemetery
Company eventually failed and the cemetery fell
into disrepair. In the late 1980s, East Norriton
Township, which has a park and administration
complex ad oining the cemetery, ac uired the
property and currently provides for its upkeep as
part of the recreational facilities of the township.
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There are about 1,800 gravestones in the cemetery, memorializing approximately 2,500 individuals. It appears to be at about half of its capacity,
but new burials are rare.

East Norriton Township Building and Park (27)
The East Norriton Township Building is located at
2501 Standbrige Street. The township building
and public works facility are located on a property
that also contains the Stanbridge Street Park Complex. The park complex contains 21 acres with a
lighted softball field, bocce courts, picnic pavilion
with grills, play apparatus, 1-mile walking trail,
tennis courts, basketball court, exercise e uipment, soccer field and sand volleyball court. The
park ad oins the Norristown Farm Park and the
park trail system connects into the Farm Park trail
system.

Stony Creek Railroad (28) The Stony Creek Railroad is a single track rail line which is owned by
SEPTA and infre uently operated for freight service
for businesses between Norristown and Lansdale.
The Stony Creek Trail would be located along this
rail corridor.

Barrington and Calvert Hurdle Parks (29) East
Norritown Township operates two parks along the
Stony Creek near Township Line Road. Calvert
Hurdle Park on North Wales Road is a 15.3-acre
park with hard surface hockey/basketball court,
picnic area with tables and grills, and play e uipment. Barrington Park is a natural park on12.25
acres located off of Township Line Road and Roland Drive across from the East Norriton Middle
School. The park includes paved and wood chip
trails, a boardwalk over wetlands, bird blinds, parking lot and pavilion area with picnic tables. Students at the East Norriton Middle School use the
park for environmental education. These students
were also involved in the development of a bioswale and riparian area pro ect near the park.

Van Landeghen Property (30) The Van
Landeghen tract, a 35-acre property in both East
Norriton and West Norriton Townships, was acuired by both municipalities with open space
funds in 1999. The West Norriton portion is 15
acres and ad oins the High School property while,
East Norriton Township owns a 19.5-acre tract.
The property is currently being studied for the
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development of a park.

Norristown High School (31) The Norristown
Area School District High School was located on a
92-acre property in West Norriton Township in
1972. In 1992 the Whitehall Elementary School
was also constructed on that property near Whitehall Road. The Norristown School District offices
are located on an ad acent tract of land. Kepner
Creek crosses Eagle Drive into the Norristown
Area School District Campus, where it makes a
long sweeping curve around the edge of the
School District property. A branch or it crosses
Eagle Drive a second time and continues into East

orristown High School

(a logical greenway destination) on its way toward Germantown Pike.

Padden Park and Burnside Avenue Open Space
Properties (32) Thomas Padden Park is an 8.5acre recreation park maintained by West Norriton
Township at the corner of Burnside Avenue and
Oakland Drive. It is located along a tributary of
Kepner Creek which crosses under Burnside Avenue south of Eagle Drive from the School District
property. The park improvements include a picnic
pavilion, walking track, soccer kick board and a
softball field. This park and the ad oining Markley
Farm property, currently proposed for development, are also logical greenway destinations. The
17.5-acre Dorsky property is located at 351 Burnside Avenue north of the park. This property contains one large residence, and a ma or portion of
this land is either stream corridor or forested flood
plain which may be unsuitable for development.
After crossing under Burnside Avenue from the
Dorsky property, the tributary continues downstream between two residential properties. Along
the northern edge of the tributary is the Momme
property, owned by a family for whom the nearby
Burnside Avenue Bridge is named. Along the
southern edge of the creek lies the Dubon property. The creek is assumed to represent the line
between these two properties although the exact
boundary would need to be confirmed.
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SAW MILL RUN
Gasification Plant (33) The confluence of the
Saw Mill Run and the Schuylkill River occurs within
a property owned by Lowe T Enterprises which
had been formerly the site of a manufactured gas
plant. Manufactured gas plants were operated
throughout the U.S. during the late 1800s and
1900s to produce gas for heating and lighting
purposes. This particularly plant was developed in
part by a uni ue Norristown historic character
Thadius Lowe who developed a successful gasification process in 1873. Unfortunately byproducts
of the gas production process, such as coal tar
and cinders, sometimes remained on site after the
plants closed. PECO Energy recently completed a
remediation of the gas plant property by removing
103,000 tons of soil and treating over 11 million
gallons of contaminated groundwater. The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(PADEP) recognized PECO with the 2015 Governor s Award for Environmental Excellence for the
Also as part of this remediation, the debris and
wood scrap pile that was on the site was removed.

Lafayette Street Pro ect Lafayette Street Pro ect
(34) This 135 million transportation improvement pro ect funded through the PA Turnpike
Commission and Federal Highway Administration
will improve local road connections between Norristown and Plymouth Township by reconstructing
and widening existing Lafayette Street in Norristown and extending it to Diamond Avenue in
Plymouth Township and to a new interchange on
the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Trail and park improvements along the Schuylkill River Trail will be
made as part of this pro ect. The pro ect will also
provide site improvements at the Montgomery
County Trail Junction Center which will be located
at the former freight station owned by the county
at the intersection of DeKalb and Lafayette Streets.
Green infrastructure will be incorporated into sections of Lafayette Street near Saw Mill Run.

asification plant site

Lafa ette Street under construction

Saw

ill Run in a concrete channel

Flood Control Channel (35) Saw Mill Run flows
within a 25-foot wide concrete channel from Main
Street to Lafayette Street. This channel is fenced
and runs between two large converts that convey
the stream under Main Street and Lafayette Street.

Carver Center Pool
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Main Street Businesses (36) The 2.8 Million
streetscape program along Main Street funded
with a CDBG (Federal), DCED, Montgomery County Revitalization Funds enhances the downtown
streetscape to create vibrant feel for Norristown
and to convey a commitment to revitalization.

Underground Culvert (37) The Saw Mill Run is
conveyed through an underground culvert below
Main Street and Arch Street as well as several
buildings on either side of Arch Street. The Creek
is day-lighted in a concrete channel for less than
300 feet south of Airy Street. It enters into a culvert under Airy Street and the Norristown Municipal complex before remerging north of Marshall
Street.

orristown unicipal co plex

Norristown Municipal Building (38) The Norristown municipal building and public works complex were constructed in the 1970s on a vacant
property. Saw Mill Run is located in a culvert under the building and ad oining parking lot.

Marshall Commons (39) A vacant property
along Saw Mill Run north of Marshall Street and
west of Arch Street was transformed by the Municipality of Norristown into Marshall Commons
through a 200,000 CDBG (federal) grant. The
work involved landscaping and trail improvements.

arshall Co

ons

Washington Carver Center (40) The historic
George Washington Carver Center was founded
in 1948 in response to a tragedy which occurred
non, Jr. and Mary Johnson lost their lives as they

asketball courts at Si

ons Park

dents because public swimming facilities were race
restricted at the time. The center was completed
in 1960. Recently the Carver Center has been
restored and reinvigorated to better fulfill its miseducation, and principles of good citizenship
among the youth and adults of the community in
order to improve their minds, morals, and bodies
for the betterment of themselves and conse uentcontains a gymnasium and outdoor pool and offers a variety of programs for area youth.
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Simmons Park (41) Simmons Park is a popular
recreation park along the Saw Mill Run at Oak
Street. A recent 1.1 million improvement pro ect
funded through PA DCNR, Montgomery County
and CDBG (federal) grants enabled the construction of four basketball courts, widening of the trail,
addition of stormwater management, and removal
of invasive growth along the creek. Simmons park
is named after Herbert Simmons first Afro-American
on Norristown Council.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park (42) This important passive recreation park dedicated to the
memory of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. was upgraded in 2006 with a 700,000
improvement pro ect funded by Montgomery
County, PA DCNR and federal CDBG grants. The
upgrade involved the installation of new playground e uipment, improved landscaping, and
the installation of interactive spray ground fountain.

Skag Cottman Park (43) Located north of Martin
Luther King Jr. Park, Skag Cottman Park contains
an underutilized softball field and children s playground. The current softball field is rarely used
due to its condition and orientation as well as the
fact that other better softball fields exist in
Elmwood Park. The park is named after Ralph

Scag Cott an Park

lue

ill Park Engro Propert

the Gotwals Elementary School gymnasium and
Latshaw Field for more than 50 years

Blue Mill/ Engro Property Open Space (44) This
6.9-acre property was ac uired with funding from
the county open space program in 2000 and had
been the site of a brick factory. The site was improved in 2007 with CDBG funding and a DCNR
grant. Improvements included site cleanup, grading, the installation of a perimeter walking path
made of recycled road millings, new fencing and
bollards. Future improvement needs include tree
plantings, benches, and a gazebo. Overall this
property is intended to provide passive open
space uses to complement other nearby active
recreation sites.

Saw Mill Run Flood Control Structure (45) Saw
Mill Run flows through Norristown from Johnson
Highway to the Schuylkill River. Historic flooding
problems in the lower end of the Saw Mill Run
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Drainage area have been addressed through the
development of the Saw Mill Run Flood Control
Basin located north of Fornance Street. This flood
control structure was constructed by the state over
35 years ago and is currently maintained by Norristown. The state still owns the property but has
an agreement with Norristown about its use.
Some flood problems have occurred in Norris Hills
Apartments at the upper portion of the watershed
along North Hills Drive. Flooding in this location
may have resulted from a backup of water impounded behind the flood control basin.

Pedestrian bridge in artash Park
Walter Bartasch Park (46) Walter Bartasch Memorial Park was named after a local veteran killed
in combat in Viet Nam. The Park contains a playground, picnic tables, a soccer field and a memorial monument. In the past there has been discussion about the development of an additional soccer field in an open meadow area. Since the park
does not have a parking lot, primary access to it is
from a residential neighborhood at Linda Lane
and though a paved walkway through the park
that connects Linda Lane with Hancock Elementary School. Future improvements at the park
envisioned during meetings held in 2007 included
a perimeter walking trail. The park is managed by
Norristown, though it is located on land licensed
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that was
ac uired as part of the Saw Mill Run flood control
structure.

Hancock Elementary School (47) The Winfield
Scott Hancock Elementary School named after a
Civil War General and presidential candidate is
located at 1520 Arch Street and ad oins Bartash
Park. The school was constructed in 1962 to replace the older Hancock Elementary School. Each
year it educates approximately 400 students in first
through fourth grade. Hancock Elementary is a
neighborhood school with 80 percent of the children within walking distance. Throughout the
year the school conducts various volunteer events
sponsored by Parent-Faculty Association (PFC).
These events include Welcome Back BB , Open
House, Math Reading Nights, Make It -Take
Workshops, PSSA Night, Read Across America, and
Family Fun Nights.

Rahway Community (48) The Rahway Community is comprised of about 60 single family homes
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located on small lots. Several small movie lot parcels in this community are currently vacant and
too small to be built upon. East Norriton Township has ac uired several lots in Rahway along the
Saw Mill Run recently in order to establish a future
greenway and trail from Johnson Highway to
New Hope Street. In 2006, public water infrastructure was installed within the Rahway community
through a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) grant. This was done to protect residents
from elevated levels of perchloroethylene (PCE)
detected in drinking water wells 2004.

Bicentennial Park (49) Bicentennial Park is located next to the Plymouth Township building at 700
Belvoir Road. The park ad oins the Saw Mill Run
and comprises about 2 acres. It provides a natural
area for passive recreation, picnic benches, a treelined walkway and numerous hand-carved woodland animals. Parking is available at the township
building. The Central Montgomery County Votech
School is located ad acent to Bicentennial Park.
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CHAPTER 6
GOALS

This chapter describes the goals that were formulated through the plan survey work, key person interviews, public meetings, committee discussions, and the review of opportunities and challenges posed by
existing features and the needs and interests of the community. The goals address several key issue areas
as described below. These goals also align with the goals established in other relevant plans developed for
the Norristown area and portions of the planning area. Recommendations from other relevant plans are
outlined to show the alignment of the proposed goals with other local policies. The goals were used to
shape the recommendations presented in the next chapter.

GOALS

the community using the water.

Goal 1 Maintain and enhance the water uality and overall health and attractiveness of the
Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run.

Goal 2 Provide safe and convenient access to
the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run to enable
people to en oy a variety of activities including
fishing, hiking, bird watching, running, bike
riding, picnicking and nature study.

There appears to be opportunities to enhance the
water uality of both streams through local actions. Clearly the benefits of enhanced water uality are significant in furthering the recreation opportunities along the creeks and the overall health
of the surrounding community. Since a significant
portion of the Stony Creek is withdrawn by the PA
American Water Company in the Schuylkill River
near the Stony Creek confluence, water uality
can have a direct health and economic benefit to
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A significant portion of the population of Norristown and surrounding communities lives within a
short distance of both creeks so that they could
easily walk to either stream corridor for recreation.
This is particularly important for modern lifestyles
in which people are seeking short term and immediate recreation opportunities near where they live
so that they can weave them into their daily rou-
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wide trail vision that seeks to provide trail access to
all communities in the county. As part of this plan,
there appears to be an opportunity for establishing
connections between the highly popular Schuylkill
River Trail and other communities north and west
of Norristown along the two greenway corridors.
Goal 5 Stimulate interest and curiosity to establish awareness and respect for the Stony Creek
and Saw Mill Run and their watersheds
Developing an understanding and appreciation of
the environment is needed in order to effectively
protect our water. Controlling litter and preventing pollution can only happen when a population
of an area realizes the impact of their individual
actions on the water that they rely upon. Furthermore, connection to the water environment and
respect for it may open minds and opportunities
for younger residents in the Norristown area helping them to aspire to great things.

he banks of the Saw ill Run should be protected b a
strea corridor protection ordinance
tines. Activities such as walking, running and bike
riding are things that people want to do on a daily
basis.
Goal 3 Develop opportunities for various recreation activities within the greenway corridor to
address the needs of ad oining neighborhoods
and the community as a whole. The creeks are
integral elements of their surrounding communities.
The greenway corridor, once it is realized to its
potential, may provide for missing opportunities in
ad oining neighborhoods. Water based recreation
such as fishing can be readily available to people
of all ages in the Norristown Area. Other types of
recreation and leisure activities along the greenway can be enhanced by the proximity of the
stream and the connections made along it.
Goal 4 Provide a continuous trail experience
along the length of the Stony Creek and Saw
Mill Run safely connecting people with various
neighborhoods, attractions, downtowns, the
Schuylkill River and the Schuylkill River Trail.
As part of the Montgomery County Comprehensive Plan, the county has established a county-

Goal 6 Create local community identity linked
to both streams.
The history and heritage of those communities
may be linked to the streams. For example the
Saw Mill Run Valley was a key passageway in the
underground railway through which slaves sought
their freedom. These connections should be honored and celebrated.

POTENTIAL PRO ECT ENEFITS
The establishment of a greenway within the Stony
Creek and the Saw Mill Run watershed under the
previously listed goals can provide numerous benefits including
A Healthy Environment Healthy streams provide
numerous benefits such as improved recreation
and clean water supply for domestic and industrial
use. Natural systems along creeks can minimize
flood damage and also work to enhance air uality and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Local Recreation Opportunities People are naturally attracted to streams particularly if they are
healthy. Greenways can offer hours of leisure and
recreation for fishermen, hikers, amateur naturalists, runners and boaters. Making the streams an
integral part of other recreation opportunities
found in parks along it further enhances the user
experience.
Human Health and Fitness Local fitness oppor-
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tunities attract people to get outside and put them
selves in motion.
Community Vitality and uality of Life En oying the places where we live is important in elevating local uality of life.
Economic Prosperity Greenways can provide a
distinct dollars and cents return to the community.
Studies have shown that attractive greenways can
raise property values nearby, enhance local businesses such as restaurants, and ultimately create
obs.
Establishment of a Sense of Place A special
resource makes a place uni ue and memorable.
The greenways could attract visitors and instill
pride and loyalty among nearby residents. A well
maintained, safe and accessible greenway capitalizes on a natural resources system that can counteract other negative perceptions and images of
urban landscapes.
Outdoor Education Resources There is a lot to
learn in the greenway environment. Environmental lessons can have larger meaning in helping
focus youthful minds and refresh adult understanding.
A Positive Image for a Community The greenway can be a connecting element that better defines a local community.
Social and Civic Interaction A healthy stream
environment can attract people to recreate along
it and foster social interaction, particularly at
events.

A ald Eagle roosting in trees along the Ston Creek
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nterpretative signage helps people identif birds along Ston
Creek

A Common Interest for Diverse Populations Nordifferent population groups work together for a
common cause. Healthy greenways and stream
corridors offer activities en oyed by all. By attracting
diverse users, the greenway system can work as a
catalyst for social interaction among diverse populations.

CONFORMANCE WIT
E ISTING PLANS
These goals generally appear to conform with the
goals and recommendations made in relevant plans
which address the same area as this plan.
Montco 2040 A Shared Vision This Montgomery
County Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2015 establishes three themes for the future of Montgom-
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ery County Connected Communities, Sustainable
Places and Vibrant Economy.
The plan identifies three key themes for the future
of Montgomery County Connected Communities
Sustainable Places and Vibrant Economy. The
Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run Greenway embraces
the Connected Communities theme and serves to
implement the goals under this theme (page 20)
including expanding and connecting county trails,
local trails, greenways, natural areas and parks.
Other goals under this theme identify the need to
foster enhanced collaborations and partnerships
amongst government, businesses and other institutions improve transportation opportunities, and
support strong downtowns and community destinations, including mixed use areas, arts and culture focal points, libraries and other public gathering places.
The Sustainable Places plan theme can also be
addressed through the development of a greenway along both creeks. Under this theme, goals
addressing the development of green infrastructure, natural resources conservation, promotion of
healthy lifestyles and enhancing community character and protecting neighborhoods can all be
addressed as part of the greenway development.
The third theme, Vibrant Economy, will as be relevant to work developing greenways along the
Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run. The goals under
this theme focus on attracting business and development in areas with existing infrastructure and
better marketing the attractions of the county.
The plan specifically calls of the development of a
countywide trail network comprising nearly 260

miles. The Liberty Bell Trail and Stony Creek Trail to
be located within the Stony Creek Greenway are
proposed to connect with the existing Schuylkill
River Trail in Norristown. Both the Liberty Bell and
Stony Creek Trails would provide safe trail access
into the North Penn Area. The Liberty Bell trail feasibility was further explored within a feasibility study
conducted with Bucks County and several municipalities along the corridor.
Norristown Comprehensive Plan The Norristown
Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 2009. Among
other things, the comprehensive plan calls for the
protection of the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run the
need to promote natural resources awareness
through special events, outreach and education
and the need to commemorate structures and paths
used by escaped slaves as part of the underground
railroad during and prior to the Civil War. The plan
also recognizes the benefit of continuing to work
with Tree Vitalize to plant new trees in Norristown
establishing more programs geared toward teens
and promoting the walkability of Norristown. The
plan also contains many recommendations that
involve revitalization efforts.
Norristown Open Space Plan The Norristown
Open Space Plan adopted in 2005 established several open space protection and recreational priorities including the development of several trails
Elmwood Park Outer Trail, Simmons Park Trail and
the Saw Mill Run Trail. The Stony Creek Trail and
Liberty Bell Trail are considered longer term priority
trails in the plan. The plan recognizes the need to
improve connections to the creeks for fishing. The
plan also called for improvements to several Norristown parks and the Norristown Dam site.
East Norriton Open Space Plan The East Norriton
Township Open Space Plan performed in 2006 recommended the preservation of several properties
along the Main Branch of the Stony Creek. As part
of the implementation of the plan, the township did
ac uire the Barrington Property. The plan also recommended implementation of the trail from the
Norrstown Farm Park to Ballard Wolf Park identified
in the trail feasibility study prepared by Simone Collins in 2001. The plan also recommended preservation of the Saw Mill Run ad oining the Rahway community and the development of a trail along it. The
future protection of the PennDot Property along the
Stony Creek was also identified as an important
open space pro ect.

arrington Propert protected on Ston Creek
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West Norriton Open Space Plan The West Norriton Township Open Space Plan Developed in
2006 identifies the need to preserve land along
the Stony Creek at the High School and the
Dorsky Tract. The plan also notes the importance
of trail connection along a branch of the Stony
Creek from Oakland/ Burnside Park through the
Norristown High School to the Norristown Farm
Park.
Liberty Bell Trail Feasibility Study The Liberty Bell
Feasibility study performed in 2005 by the Waetzman Group. This study identified a alignment for
the Liberty Bell Trail from the Norristown Farm
Park to uakertown Borough. The trail alignment
would follow an existing trail in the Farm Park on
the west side of the East Branch of the Stony
Creek up to the Norris City Avenue and continue
east of Norris City Avenue to Swede Street. On the
eastern side of Swede Street the trail would follow
a PECO power right of wayy former Liberty Bell
Trolley right of way to Germantown Pike. The trail
route crosses Germantown Pike at the Walmart
entrance and through the Walmart/ Weiss Store
property to Swede Street.
Living With the River Schuylkill River Valley
National Heritage Area The Stony Creek Saw
Mill Run Greenway is consistent with all five goals,
and associated strategies for the five key areas
identified in the Living with the River Schuylkill
River Valley National Heritage Area Study

significant environmental resources, particularly
those vital to the health of the River and its tributaries.

greenway planning and preservation related to the
scapes.
Two key goals of the proposed study are specific
recommendations for the development of a stream
corridor protection ordinance and recommendations for capacity building via the solicitation of interested residents and community groups who will
serve as stewards of the constructed trails and restored stream banks.
2. Education and Interpretation Strategies
The proposed pro ect is consistent with the
following strategy

teach the public about the Schuylkill River trail systems, including connections to the tributary trails.
A key work element in this greenway plan will be
researching the historical and cultural linkages be-

1. Resource Conservation and Enhancement
The proposed pro ect is consistent with the following strategies

tween the tributaries and the river. For instance,
the Municipality is aware of the use of the Saw Mill
Run corridor as a means of transporting run away
slaves to the Schuylkill River as part of the Underground Railroad. Information gleaned from public
records and interviews will be utilized to develop a
cultural theme for each greenway, and educational
information will be provided to trail users, creating
an interactive environment.
3. Recreation Strategies

orristown Far Park is a regional destination

The proposed pro ect is consistent with the fol-
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lowing strategies

system, including connections to the tributaries.
This plan will address connections to the Schuylkill
River Trail to surrounding communities via tributary
trail systems along the Stony Creek and Saw Mill
Run.
4. Community Revitalization Strategies
The proposed pro ect is consistent with the following strategies

sustainable economic activity in traditional centers
In undertaking this planning pro ect, it is the belief
of the Municipality that Norristown will be well
served by the Schuylkill River through an increase in
economic activity as a result of increased recreational opportunities, ust as Norristown was well served
by the river when the town was an industrial center.

communities via the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run
through the installation of trail connections, as well
as provide cultural and educational resources for
trail users.
PA State Recreation Plan The new Pennsylvania
Outdoor Recreation Plan completed in 2015 shows
that Pennsylvanians still value outdoor recreation
pursuits as they did five years ago. Walking is still
the most popular activity identified in the Pennsylvania Plan and it is expected to be a significant
component of the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run
Greenway Plan.
The new Pennsylvania Outdoor Recreation Plan
outlines five priority areas to help foster outdoor
recreation for all Pennsylvanians
Health and Wellness
Local Parks and Recreation
Tourism and Economic Development
Resource Management and Stewardship
Funding and Financial Stability

5. Heritage Tourism Strategies
The proposed plan is consistent with the following strategies

between heritage area destinations to assist visitors
resources.
As mentioned previously, this plan is intended to
link both the Schuylkill River Trail to surrounding
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Other plans including the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill
Run Stormwater Management Plan and MS 4 Plan
for Norristown were consulted in the preparation
of this greenway plan.
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CHAPTER 7
RECOMMEN ATIONS
The successful development of the Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run Greenway will involve several actions. This
Chapter describes recommended actions to fulfill the greenway goals discussed in chapter 6. Many of
these recommendations resulted from conversations with community representatives at outreach meetings, key person interviews, and committee meetings.

Certainly a big goal in this plan focuses on im-

proving linkages along the greenway through the establishment of various types of trails and pathways.
Other key recommendations focus on enhancing access to the creek, promoting awareness of both
streams, establishing various events associated with the greenway to build community awareness, protecting land along the streams, restoring the streams to natural conditions, advocating for green infrastructure, and revitalization of the greenway corridor.

LINKAGES
The linkages that will provide pedestrian and nonmotorized vehicle access through the greenway
corridor connecting neighborhoods, open space,
recreation areas, important institutions and facilities, and other places that people will want to visit
are an important part of the greenway plan. Linkages are provided in several forms from smaller
interior trails or paths designed for the causal walker or hiker to various types of multi-use trails and
sidewalks with prepared surfaces so that bikers,
runners, people with baby carriages and other
types of users can navigate along them safely.
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These recommendations build upon a variety of
existing or previously planned trails and pathways
including the Schuylkill River Trail including the
Farm Park Connector Trail, Liberty Bell Trail, and
Stony Creek Trail.

SC UYLKILL RIVER TRAIL
The existing Schuylkill River Trail is an important
regional multi-purpose trail with generally a 12foot paved width. Since it is part of a larger trail
system extending from Philadelphia to beyond
Phoenixville and connects to the Perkiomen Trail
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Figure 1

Count

rail S ste

that extends to Green Lane, the Schuylkill River
Trail brings many thousands of people through
Norristown each weekend. It extends along the
entire southern border of Norristown , increasing
pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle access to
the County Seat making it a significant recreational
amenity for Norristown. In the future, connections to the Schuylkill River Trail will be an important part of the linkages along the Stony Creek
and Saw Mill Run. Additionally, the county has
developed the Norristown Farm Park Connector
Trail that utilizes some existing roads to provide a
safe connection between the Schuylkill River Trail
and the Norristown Farm Park.
The Montgomery County Comprehensive Plan
also calls for the development of the Liberty Bell
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Trail and Stony Creek Trail through portions of the
greenway and the Chester Valley Trail that would
connect the Schuylkill River Trail at the Trail Junction Center in Norristown to Downingtown in
Chester County.

C ESTER VALLEY TRAIL
The Chester Valley Trail would connect the
Schuylkill River Trail to Bridgeport Borough and
Upper Merion Township and points south along
the US Route 202 corridor. Montgomery County
owns a former railroad freight transfer station at
the corner of DeKalb and Lafayette Streets and is
planning to redevelop it as a multifunctional trail
center by 2018. This building would serve as a
trail head as well as a home for events, arts and
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GREENWAY SECTION
TRAIL CORRI OR AN
CONNECTION RECOM
MEN ATIONS

Portions of the sidewalk are issing at El wood Park along Harding oulevard
ew sidewalks would co plete the link fro the oo to Downtown
culture acivities, trail user and commuter amenities.

STONY CREEK TRAIL
The Stony Creek Trail is proposed along a rail corridor that is intertwined with Stony Creek . It would
also connect the Schuylkill River Trail through the
Norristown Farm Park Connector to nearby Townships including East Norriton, Worcester, and Whitpain before connecting into the Liberty Bell Trail.
Currently, this rail corridor is utilized by freight
trains. However, if the rail service along this line
was curtailed and it was no longer needed for rail
service, the County would be interested in creating
a multi-use trail along it as part of its proposed
Primary Trail Network.

The following recommendations discuss future trail
corridors and linkages along the greenway. Recommendations are made for each section of the
two streams with a summary map provided at the
end of the plan. The section recommendations
begin with a discussion of the assets and challenges associated with the stream corridor in that section. Primary greenway trail routes and secondary
pathway connectors are generally described.
Primary greenway trails are intended for multiuse
activities and if built in unrestricted areas with sufficient space could be from 8 to 12 feet wide and
contain surfaces suitable for biking, walking and
running. In many locations of this urbanized
greenway, trail routes would follow existing sidewalks within restricted rights of way. In those
areas the trail users would be restricted to the
sidewalk or in the case of bikers would share the
road or ride within bike lanes. Secondary connectors and local connectors are smaller pathways
usually to service only walkers and runners and
are generally intended to provide access to neighborhoods or elements within the greenway. Additional information is provided about potential
greenway neighborhoods, greenway stakeholders, greenway commercial properties and institutional stakeholders that might assist in the implementation of greenway recommendations in a
particular location. Since a greenway is more than
ust a stream or trail, it is important to explore the
community interaction with the proposed stream
corridor elements.

LI ERTY ELL TRAIL

STONY CREEK

The County has proposed a trail along the route of
the old Liberty Bell Trolley, which ran from Norristown to Allentown. The Liberty Bell Trail would
connect the Schuylkill River Trail to East Norriton
Township and other nearby municipalities, on into
Bucks County. The alignment in Norristown
would begin at the Norristown Farm Park Connector which currently connects the Schuylkill River
Trail with the Norristown Farm Park. A feasibility
study performed in 2005 depicts a Liberty Bell Trail
route from the Farm Park through East Norriton
Township into Whitpain Township then traversing
north to uakertown.

CONFLUENCE TO MAIN STREET
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This section of the Stony Creek is a straight run
between a recently rehabilitated stone arch bridge
on West Main and the Schuylkill River. On the
west side, Crawford Park forms a continuous
boundary. On the east side, the river is bounded
by the Norristown Paratransit facility and the
Waste Management facility. Water Street, which
parallels the creek, is the only access to the Waste
Management property at this time, and property
records indicate that the intersection of Water
Street with Washington Street was vacated in favor of Waste Management. The stream banks in
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this section are steeply sloped with some vegetation or in some areas walled. A one-lane bridge,
fenced to prevent vehicular traffic, crosses from
Crawford Park to the paratransit parking area. The
Schuylkill River Trail crosses overhead on the former
rail corridor. The stream banks on both sides of the
creek are fenced off with chain link fence.

On the east side of the Stony Creek, a small streamfront property owned by Norristown might provide
an interpretive stream overlook however, public
access to stream and river is difficult because of
Waste Management truck activity and the general
truck activity on Water Street. A future roadway
connection to the Water Street from Lafayette
Street may lessen traffic along the Stony Creek.
With the opening of the Lafayette Street access
point, closure of the section of Water Street at Main
Street could be explored. Also a potential access
point to Water Street from the SRT at the end of
the Lafayette Street parking lot should be explored,
since the vacant area beneath the Route 202 South
overpass may have some future use for active riverfront recreation.

On the west side of the Stony Creek, the confluence is on Crawford Park property and is accessible, although not particularly inviting, from rocks
gives good views down toward the Norristown
Dam and across the river to Barbadoes Island.
Crawford Park is heavily used by children and families for picnicking and for its recreational facilities.
The park provides some summer and after school
programs for children. Although Crawford Park is
open to the public, it is owned and managed by a
private trust, which is concerned about the responsibility of accommodating additional public access
along a designated greenway trail. General pedestrian access to the park is difficult in any case because of the busy traffic on Main Street. For those
reasons, Crawford Park seems to offer a secondary
or local greenway connection rather than the primary route of a greenway path. Riverfront Park
seems to make a logical greenway activity site since
it is connected to the Schuylkill River, the Schuylkill
River Trail, and the Norristown Farm Park Connect-
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Ston Creek toward Air Street

sloping wooded parcel owned by PECO, who also
owns the corridor along which the Schuylkill River
Trail is located. Access from the Schuylkill River Trail
into both Riverfront Park and Crawford Park should
be explored.

Future extensions of Lafayette Street and a partial
interchange connection with Lafayette Street and
Markley Street would have an impact on future
greenway development activities in this area. As
part of the existing Route 202 improvements along
Markley Street, a new entrance to Water Street is
being constructed at the end of Barbadoes Street.

Primary Greenway Trail As discussed above, Crawford Park does not appear to be a feasible location
for a primary greenway path. Figure 16 shows the
primary greenway path (in red) which would use
the Schuylkill River Trail between Barbadoes Street
and Haws Avenue, where it would loop up each
street to Main Street, turn onto Main Street from
each street and oin together to proceed north
along Markley Street.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways A
secondary greenway path loop (wide orange)
would enter Riverfront Park at two locations from
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Ston Creek under

ain Street

the Schuylkill River Trail. A local greenway path
(shown in narrow orange) would enter Crawford
Park from the Main Street primary greenway trail,
parallel the Stony Creek and Schuylkill River and
potential additional local greenway path would
cross the creek on the low bridge between Crawford Park and Water Street and then follow Water
Street underneath the Schuylkill River Trail bridge
to the municipal stream front parcel that might
provide a stream overlook and some history about
the Stony Creek.

Greenway Properties These properties outlined
on the map in blue are properties that lie directly
along the creek or are key properties along the
proposed primary greenway path. In this section
of the Stony Creek, these include Waste Management and Norristown Paratransit for their importance in buffering and protecting the stream
banks. Crawford Park is a significant stream corridor property that could play a potential future role
in hosting a greenway path and overlook of the
confluence of the Stony Creek and Schuylkill River.
PECO which owns key property between the Riverfront Park and the Schuylkill River Trail could provide access from the trail to the river and Stony
Creek. Other commercial/industrial properties
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along West Washington Street could also impact
future greenway activities in this section.

Greenway Neighborhoods There are several
residential areas or mixed residential and commercial neighborhoods near the Stony Creek in this
area. These are outlined on the map in yellow.
Generally the residents of these neighborhoods or
parts of the neighborhoods seem likely to en oy
greenway and could be potential volunteers for the
greenway activities.

Significant Business or Institutional Properties
These are outlined in purple and represent locations that might have employees or attract people
who would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users,
or might be a source of funding, in-kind support,
or volunteer participation. Norristown Arts Building
is a potential instructional collaborate on providing
greenway programs that could help sponsor or
publicize greenway events.

MAIN STREET TO WEST MARS ALL
STREET
This section of the Stony Creek is a hidden area of
the creek, almost completely inaccessible to public
access and glimpsed only periodically from bridges
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or from the back of properties located along its
banks. Viewpoints from bridges at Main Street and
Marshall Street show this to be a gravel-bottomed
stream with vegetation on its banks and an unexpectedly natural-looking appearance. Future access to the Stony Creek in this section may be infeasible, but there appear to be several opportunities to
increase its visibility by showcasing overlooks and
interpretive signage.

Eventual park improvements at Poley Park incorporate the creek into the visitor experience. The pedestrian bridge that carries Airy Street over Markley
Street can also be evaluated for ways to showcase
vistas of the Stony Creek and provide information
Markley Street improvements will also enhance pedestrian amenities near the creek. In this location,
Markley Street corridor will make the most usable
primary greenway path alignment in this section of
the creek.

Primary Greenway Trail Figure 17 shows the
primary greenway path (in red) using the Markley
Street sidewalk on the east side of Markley between
Main and Elm. The presence of the railroad tracks
along the west side of Markley makes it impractical
to plan a pedestrian route on that side of the street.
The proposed sidewalk route uses full pedestrian
crossing accommodations that will be installed at
Main and Markley as part of the US Route 202 improvement pro ect and then proceeds northward
lot, and the Times Herald building (architecturally
interesting and a potential greenway stop for interpretive information). The path would then cross Airy
Street under the Airy Street road bridge this is a
somewhat unwelcoming location but could be improved by using art and other pedestrian amenities
that would also brighten the entrance of the Airy
Street pedestrian bridge over Markley Street.

In the next block, the sidewalk path would bring
the walker past an overlook opportunity down into
the stream corridor as well as a potential secondary
path that would follow the stream to the Old Mill
location. Once across the Stony Creek, the sidewalk
crosses in front of the gas station on the corner of
Markley and Marshall Streets. Patterns of traffic entering and exiting the gas station would need to be
evaluated to determine how best to minimize con-
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Hancock Fire Co pan

uilding on

ain Street

flicts between greenway walkers and cars using the
gas station. At Marshall Street, the primary greenway path would continue along the sidewalk to Elm
Street.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways These
routes shown on the map in orange are proposed
along Airy Street and Marshall Street as west-end
connectors from Haws Avenue to the primary
greenway path at Markley Street. An additional
secondary greenway path is suggested to run
through Poley Park between Marshall and Airy
Streets. The map also shows a potential secondary
greenway path from Markley Street at the Times
Herald parking lot to Marshall Street at the Old Mill.
This one would utilize private property and would
re uire the cooperation of the landowners.

Greenway Properties These are outlined on the
map in blue and are properties that lie directly
along the creek or are key properties along the proposed primary greenway path. In this section of the
parking lot, the Times Herald head uarters, the
Times Herald parking lot, the gas station, and the
Old Mill property, all because of their location along
the creek or the primary greenway trail alignment,
or both. On the opposite side of Markley Street,
these greenway stakeholder properties include the
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SEPTA Main Street Station and the self-storage / office flex space facility, both located along the Stony
Creek. Some of these properties pose opportunities
for future redevelopment to benefit from their proximity to the Stony Creek, SEPTA Main Street Station
and US Route 202.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods with row homes that
seem likely to benefit from the greenway and be
potential volunteers for greenway activities.

Significant Business and Institutional Properties
These businesses are outlined in purple and represent locations that might have employees that
would en oy the greenway, provide a destination
for food or entertainment for greenway users, or
might be a source of funding, in-kind support, or
volunteer participation. The businesses include
Marshall Street business district properties, the small
shopping center on Main Street east of the McDonkley Street, which might provide opportunities to
showcase and advertise the greenway and future
events. Key institutional properties shown in pink
include the Hancock Fire Company at the corner of
Main and Astor Streets, the Montgomery County
SAAC located at George and Airy Streets, and the
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church at the corner of
Airy Street and Haws Avenue. These represent potentially interesting destinations that might collabo-

eighborhoods near Ston Creek
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rate on greenway programs and could help sponsor or publicize greenway events.

WEST MARS ALL STREET TO WEST
ELM STREET
In this section of the Stony Creek, the stream makes
a gentle bend northwest turning back to Markley
Street, where it crosses diagonally the intersection of
Markley and West Elm Streets under a very historic
stone arch bridge that is eligible for the National
Register. As with the previous section, the creek is
in a ravine with generally steep wooded banks, and
is surprisingly natural in character. There are scenic
viewpoints from the bridges at Marshall Street and
Markley/Elm Streets. There are also views into the
creek corridor from an overlook in the Stony Creek
Office Center and from an interior bridge across the
creek from that office center to businesses located
along Markley Street. In this section, buildings and
paved areas with vehicle storage are located directly
along the tops of the stream banks.

An entrance drive off Marshall Street to the office
center is extremely narrow and presents a conflict
with the presence of small children in and around
the buildings. Although this office center includes
an overlook platform at the top of the stream bank,
there is no evidence of public use down in the
stream corridor. The small bridge located in the
middle of the office center is not wide enough to
contain room for a pedestrian crossing. A level plateau located along the eastern side of the creek toward Elm Street is occupied by a large number of
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stored vehicles. The presence of paper streets on
the eastern side of the creek suggests the possibility
of room for a secondary greenway path along the
creek in that location.

The Stony Creek Office Center, as well as properties
on the western side of the creek, contain old buildings whose uses have been adapted over time.
This section of the Stony Creek should be monitored
for opportunities to buffer, protect, and provide
additional access to the creek as various properties
are redeveloped.

Primary Greenway Trail Because of the intense
commercial and office uses along both sides of the
Stony Creek in this section, the primary greenway
trail alignment follows Markley Street. Figure 18
shows the primary greenway trail (in red) using the
Markley Street sidewalk on the east side of the street
between Main and Elm Streets. The presence of
the railroad tracks, billboards, businesses and the
SEPTA Station along the west side of Markley Street
seems to make it impractical location for a continuous pedestrian route. The proposed sidewalk route
on the east side of Markley Street uses full pedestrian crossing accommodations that will be included
at Markley and Marshall and Markley and Elm as
part of the PennDoT roadway improvement pro ect.
This route passes a variety of businesses, a pizza
parlor, an attractively fenced and landscaped frontage along the CubeSmart building, and a blank

Ston Creek Corridor along

arkle Street
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wall, perhaps suitable for a greenway mural, at the
Metal Supermarket business. There are some existing street trees along this section, and others may
be added as part of the PennDoT improvement
pro ect. As the sidewalk approaches Elm Street, an
undeveloped section of wooded, sloping stream
bank provides an opportunity for a scenic vista of
the creek and interpretive stream overlook. At the
Markley Elm intersection, the primary greenway
path would cross Markley Street to the southwest
corner, cross Elm to the northwest corner, and then
proceed up Markley across the Stony Creek. The
historic bridge at both the southeast and northwest
corners of Elm and Markley is a special historical
interpretation location.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways
These routes shown on the map in orange are proposed along Marshall Street and Elm Street as westend connectors from Haws Avenue to the primary
greenway trail at Markley Street. A network of local
greenway paths is suggested to run along the creek
in the Stony Creek Office Center property. These
paths could bring visitors to an otherwise inaccessible part of the Stony Creek corridor however, the
location of those paths will need to be carefully
researched to find an alignment that is physically
feasible, consistent with concerns about the Headstart students at that site, and either legally permissible or supported by private property owners.
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Greenway and Revitalization Properties These
properties are outlined on the map in blue and are
properties that lie directly along the creek or are key
properties along the proposed primary greenway
path. In this section along the eastern side of the
Stony Creek, the Stony Creek Office Center, which
runs the entire distance between Marshall and Elm,
is the sole greenway stakeholder property. On the
west side of the creek, a variety of business properties, including Emerson Holdings, CubeSmart, and
Metal Supermarket, have frontage on the creek.
Across Markley Street, the SEPTA Elm Street Station is
included as a key property in light of its potential
relationship to the primary greenway path along
Markley Street. Greenway properties in this section
also have great revitalization potential with the location of the Stony Creek, SEPTA regional rail line stations and proposed roadway improvements on
Markley Street.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined

on the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods or parts of neighborhoods with row houses
that seem likely to en oy and be potential volunteers
for the greenway. On the east side of the creek,
these include various residential neighborhoods
located along Marshall, Cherry, and Elm Streets. On
the west side of Markley Street, these include a number of residential neighborhoods between Markley
Street and Haws Avenue since they are located between the stream corridor and the Haws Avenue
Connector to Norristown Farm Park, proposed to be
a secondary greenway path alignment.

Significant Business or Institutional Properties
These are outlined in purple on the map and represent locations that might have employees that
would en oy the greenway, provide a destination
for food or entertainment for greenway users, or
might be a source of funding, in-kind support, or
volunteer participation. A small manufacturing facility on Cherry Street, several business properties
along Markley Street, a Mexican grocery store on the
west side of Markley Street, and commercial properties along the Marshall Street business district corridor are shown as significant business properties.

WEST ELM TO STERIGERE STREET
This section of the Stony Creek begins to incorporate
a good deal of public land on the eastern side of
the creek and conse uently increases the likelihood
and opportunity for public access. The land on the
western side is privately owned and is bounded on
the western side by the Stony Creek Railroad. There
is one private property on the eastern side of the
creek which is used for auto repair near Markely
Street.

raffic on

The Greater Norristown Police Athletic League property, a traditional-style former armory building, is
located along Harding Boulevard about mid way
between Markley and Sterigere Streets. The PAL
center is located near the creek and surrounded on
three sides by the Norristown parkland. PAL maintains a community garden along the side and rear
of its building, and some of the ad oining parkland
was revegetated with riparian trees and shrubs several years ago. The PAL building and its various
programs are magnets for youth in the community,
and this location is a key node along the future
Stony Creek Greenway.

arkle Street
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land contains ball fields managed by the Norristown
Little League. An open corridor running behind the
ball-field fences provides some room for a trail or
pathway that could extend from Sterigere southward to or behind the PAL building. There is currently an informal path worn through the grass in
this location and there are several other informal
access points to the creek itself. The stream is fairly
wide in this section with a gravelly bottom and provides a riffle and pool environment that could be a
suitable for fish in the deeper pools. The forested
slope on the other side of the creek creates a sheltered corridor that teems with songbirds.

Primary Greenway Trail Greenway trail alignments as shown in red on Figure 19 follows the
sidewalk on the western edge of Markley Street
from Elm Street across the Stony Creek to Harding
Boulevard where it would turn up the sidewalk on
the western edge of Harding Boulevard to a point
ust past the PAL building. The primary trail would
then turn toward the creek between the PAL building and the first ball field and then run parallel to
the creek to Sterigere Street near the Sterigere Street
bridge. This alignment takes advantage of an opportunity to be near the creek and moves the
greenway trail away from the busy intersection at
Harding and Sterigere, which would be dangerous
even if a sidewalk were in place because of the
traffic movements at the Sterigere and Harding
Boulevard intersection. However, this alignment
brings the trail very close to the PAL facility. It will
ob ectives for its own property. Under this trail
route, a mid-block crossing of Sterigere Street is
needed to route the trail north along the creek
through much of Elmwood Park. Careful thought
will need to be given to the safest location and design for this crossing

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways Figure 21 shows a number of secondary greenway
paths in orange including the existing Norristown
Farm Park connector along Haws Avenue, which
turns onto Beech Street and again onto Stanbridge
Street and then continues all the way to Norristown
Farm Park. From Haws Avenue, West Elm Street is
shown as a secondary greenway connector to Markley Street, and Sterigere Street is shown as a secondary greenway connector from Stanbridge as far
as the primary greenway path crossing at Sterigere
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issing Pathwa s ste along Harding oulevard
Street. The map also suggests several additional
secondary greenway path sections, one leading
from the Harding Boulevard sidewalk ust beyond
the Catania property and running behind the PAL
building to oin the primary greenway trail. Another secondary section would continue past PAL
along future sidewalk along Harding Boulevard,
curving along the ball fields to meet the primary
greenway trail near the Sterigere Street bridge. A
potential local greenway path is suggested between the Markley Street sidewalk along the interior edges of the duplex and Catania properties to
run along the top of the stream bank to oin with
the proposed secondary greenway path suggested
to run behind the PAL building.

Note that this map and additional upstream sections indicate the Stony Creek Railroad (shown in
wide green) as a potential greenway trail should
rail service ever be discontinued. Should it become
available, this rail line would represent an opportunity to create a regional Stony Creek multi-use
trail.

Greenway Properties Several business properties
outlined in blue are located along the creek and
could be important partners in future trail and
stream corridor buffering efforts. These properties
include the PAL facility and Elmwood Park described above.

Greenway Neighborhoods This section contains
several potential greenway neighborhoods show in
yellow along Elm and Markley Streets and Harding
Boulevard, and a number of neighborhoods between the Stony Creek Rail Road and the Farm Park
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STERIGERE STREET TO ELMWOO
PARK OO
This section of the Stony Creek runs through the

Access to Ston Creek can be taken at several points

Connector.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These businesses are outlined in purple and
represent locations that might have employees that
would en oy the greenway, provide a destination
for food or entertainment for greenway users, or
might be a source of funding, in-kind support, or
volunteer participation. In this section, commercial
properties include a manufacturing facility at the
corner of Sterigere and Stanbridge Streets, an unidentified industrial property along Elm Street at the
Stony Creek Railroad, and a convenience store at
the corner of Markley Street and Harding Boulevard.

The Greater Norristown PAL on Harding Boulevard
has been discussed above and has the potential to
be a key greenway hub. The Roosevelt School and
field can also be linked to the greenway through
student programs and pro ects and as a greenway
event venue. Future reuse of the Roosevelt Field
may create an opportunity for moving the two
youth baseball fields from near Stony Creek to Roosevelt Field, enabling the field areas along the creek
to be reestablished as a wooded riparian corridor
with potential picnicking opportunities. Norristown Maennerchor on Beech Street may have
members and visitors that can participate in greenway pro ects, and members of Jehovah s Witness
Hall on Haws Avenue may also be interested in the
greenway.
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originally developed almost 100 years ago. The
public land along both sides of the Stony Creek
continues beyond Elmwood Park, passes the
Elmwood Park Zoo, and extends into the Norristown, East Norriton, and West Norriton portions of
Norristown Farm Park. Beginning at Sterigere
Street, the stream has been sub ect to many years
of public access along both sides and conse uently
shows a good deal of bank erosion. On the
Elmwood Park side, the land is generally open parkland with ust a narrow fringe of trees clinging to its
banks. The land on the other side is more thickly
forested, and the trees in that section are home to
a variety of song birds. Bald Eagles nesting in the
forested sections of Norristown Farm Park have
been sighted in flight along this section of the Stony
Creek. This section of the stream shows a variety of
pools and is popular for fishing at many informal
Memorial Band Shell, a concrete stream access area, which permits visitors to reach the edge of the
creek, has begun to sag and crumble. An unpaved
access drive follows this side of the creek from
which a number of informal paths lead down to
the creek between intermittent sections of fence.
This access drive is suitable for adaptation as a segment of the primary greenway trail and would provide a scenic stream corridor experience as well as a
connection between various features in the park.

this core section of Elmwood Park contains a bas-

he El wood oo allows children to learn
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Old picture of the lake at El wood Park
ketball court, Latshaw baseball field and stadium,
several areas of play e uipment, various picnic areas, several pavilions, and a sand volley ball court. A
sculpture fountain celebrating the 500th anniverthe corner of Harding Boulevard and Sterigere
Street. The restroom building and several of the
pavilions are pictures ue structures remaining from
the original Elmwood Park constructed in the early
part of the 20th century. A recently constructed
bocce court managed by, the Norristown Bocce
League is located in the park near Stony Creek. Just
past the bocce courts, a large area of the parkland
is managed as the regionally popular Elmwood Park
Zoo. Fencing here controls public access to the zoo
facilities which are sub ect to an entrance fee. The
primary greenway path would likely need to turn
here toward Harding Boulevard in order to go
around the zoo facilities. The Elmwood Park Zoo
area will be reviewed in a subse uent section.

Harding Boulevard runs along the core section of
Elmwood Park as a tree lined parkway as far as Coolidge Boulevard (approximately the beginning of
the zoo area), where it becomes a more narrow
road that leads to the zoo entrance and the Norristown softball fields beyond the zoo. Between
Sterigere Street and Coolidge Boulevard, sidewalks
on located on both sides of Harding Boulevard.
Pedestrian and bicycle access to this core park area
from parkland located on the other side of Sterigere
Street is severely limited by lack of sidewalks and
turning lanes that result in a fairly continuous
stream of traffic.

Parkland on the western side of the creek is primari-
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ly undeveloped and merges farther upstream into
land owned by the state and managed by the county as part of Norristown Farm Park. An informal
woodland path begins at Sterigere Street ust west
of the bridge and follows the creek toward the zoo
area and eventually into the Farm Park. Shortly
upstream from Sterigere Street, this path is interrupted by a tributary that originates in West Norriton
Norristown above ground and enters underground
culverts under residential properties near Sterigere
Street. It continues underground under the state
hospital entrance, emerging from its culvert on the
eastern side of Stanbridge Street.

Between Stanbridge Street and the Stony Creek, this
unnamed tributary is in a deeply eroded ravine that
has accumulated a great deal of trash and debris,
partly from a landscape company located along the
top of its bank. At the Stony Creek Railroad corridor,
the stream is piped. The condition of this tributary as
it approaches the Stony Creek has a significantly
negative effect on the health of the stream corridor
and the public use of that section of parkland.

The infre uently used Stony Creek Railroad crosses
Sterigere Street ust west of the Stony Creek bridge.
This rail corridor, which begins at Elm Street, forms
through Norristown Farm Park where it limits accessibility between portions of the county park located
on each side of the railroad.

Primary Greenway Trail The primary greenway
trail route shown in red on Figure 20 crosses Sterigere Street from its alignment along the Little League
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fields near the bridge. The location and design of
this mid-block crossing will need to be carefully
studied. The primary greenway path is suggested
to continue on the existing stream-side service drive
along the creek through Elmwood Park to a point
midway between the sand volley ball area and the
beginning of the bocce area - approximately opposite Freedley Street. The path would turn toward
Harding Boulevard and cross to the other side of
Harding at the Freedley Street stop sign, then use
the Harding Boulevard sidewalk to continue up to
and across the Coolidge Boulevard intersection.
This configuration would avoid bringing the path
out to Harding Boulevard at a location where there
are no sidewalks and no physical space to provide
them. Because of the topography along the road
edge of the zoo site, the greenway trail on the east
side of Harding Boulevard must continue up the
Eisenhower School. An alternative greenway trail
alignment would involve an 80 to 100 foot bridge
crossing of the Stony Creek at location south of the
small dam in the creek near the band shell. The
dam could be removed as part of the bridge construction. After crossing the creek, the greenway
trail would continue to along the western edge of
the Elmwood Park to the Castner House in the Norristown Farm Park then to the existing Farm Park
Connector Trail. This would be a more scenic route
and the bridge over the creek would provide an
additional attraction in the park. Yet, this option
would be more expensive and involve coordination
with the Zoo on the trail alignment so that it does
not interfere with their plans for that portion of the
park.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways The

Ston Creek is ver attractive in El wood Park
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map for this section shows secondary greenway
paths in orange designated as the Coolidge Boulevard/Brown Street Cross Greenway Connector and
the Fornance Street Cross Greenway Connector.
Another secondary greenway pathway is shown
following the Harding Boulevard sidewalk along
Elmwood Park and making a loop at the bocce
courts to connect back with the primary greenway
path. From the Harding Boulevard secondary
greenway path, several short secondary spurs
would connect with the primary path near the Fireum. An alternate greenway path is also recommended to utilize the currently informal path on the
other side of the creek starting at Sterigere Street.
The alignment of this last path would need to be
compatible with any rights or proposed uses that
Elmwood Park Zoo has pending on the western
side of the creek. This path would also necessitate a
cleanup of the tributary confluence near the Mascaro property and a property survey to clarify the
boundaries of the park in this location.

Greenway Properties Other than the Elmwood
Park discussed above, the other significant greenway property in this section outlined on the map in
blue is the Mascaro Junkyard located west of Stony
Creek at Sterigere Street. The present condition of
this property has a potential adverse impact on potential greenway use in this section.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway. This
section includes a neighborhood of mostly older
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provide access to the Norristown Farm and ad oining greenway corridor.

ELMWOO PARK TO O NSON
IG WAY
This section is the last portion of the proposed Stony
Creek Greenway that is located entirely within the
boundaries of Norristown. In this section, the creek
continues along the edge of Elmwood Park Zoo

Ston Creek lives up to its na e in El wood Park
twins and attached houses bounded by Sterigere
Street, Harding Boulevard, Coolidge Boulevard, and
Markley Street. It also includes a neighborhood of
newer townhouses on Markley Street ad oining the
Eisenhower School, and neighborhoods extending
toward Johnson Highway on the other side of the
Eisenhower School. Along Stanbridge Street,
greenway neighborhoods containing older houses
and newer apartment buildings are located toward
the entrance to Norristown Farm Park.

Significant Business and Institutional Properties
These properties outlined in purple and pink are
locations that might have employees that would
en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food
or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a
source of funding, in-kind support, or volunteer
participation. In this section, these include a former
restaurant at the corner of Sterigere and Stanbridge
streets, currently untenanted shopping center on
Sterigere Street, and a landscaping business behind
that shopping center. It also includes a communications tower site, a business property, and an industrial warehouse facility all located along Stanbridge Street across from the State Hospital
grounds. Another significant business is the Mascaro Scrap Yard along the creek described above.

can be linked to the greenway through student
programs and pro ects, and the playing fields at the
school may represent a recreational destination or
event site of interest to people who use the greenway paths. The Norristown State Hospital to the
west of Stanbridge Street is a node containing multiple agency offices and services. Its grounds are
open to the public during daylight hours which
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ball fields. The ball park is set on a plateau overlooking the Stony Creek, which branches at this point
one stream continuing into East Norriton as the East
Branch Stony Creek and the other continuing into
Norristown Farm Park as the main branch of the
Stony Creek. Although this confluence is directly at
and steep slope limit actual public access from the
ball fields to the creek. Along the zoo near the parking lot, however, the Stony Creek is in a fairly broad
valley relatively even with the grade of the zoo
property and parking lot. The zoo occupies parts of
Elmwood Park under a lease that enables it to restrict public access. A private bridge within the zoo
affords access from one side of the creek to the other but is not available for public use. The zoo recently installed overhead structures, which span the
creek to provide educational canopy adventure
activities. The creek does not otherwise appear to
ence. A zoo master plan prepared several years ago
proposed creating special animal habitats on the far
side of the creek. It is unknown whether the zoo
intends to eventually implement that plan.

parking facilities were expanded several years ago

El wood park has historic char
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to occupy community ball fields that were relocated to the ad oining plateau. The parking area and
ball field areas are connected by a very high concrete staircase. The creek frontage along the new
parking area is easily accessible although formal
public access facilities have not thus far been created. The pools along this section of the creek are
popular fishing spots, and the bird watching is
excellent in this area. Unpaved areas between the
new parking lot and the creek seem to be opportunities to incorporate rain gardens that would mitigate the effects of storm water runoff from the
parking lot. This same area also seems to be an
opportunity to create a nature path along the
creek. Near the boundary of the new zoo parking
lot and the new ball fields, the elevated topography has apparently caused the creek to make a
significant bend to the west, bringing the Main
Branch of Stony Creek away from the hillside. The
Eastern Branch of Stony Creek oins the Main
Branch at this location and continues northeasterly
through property owned by PennDoT, eventually
crossing under Norris City Road, Swede Street and
Germantown Pike. This confluence is a pretty area
and worthy of creating separate overlook paths
that would approach the confluence from each
side of the creek.

The PennDoT area and neighboring areas in East
Norriton will be reviewed in a separate stream section. However, the entrance road into the ball
fields is an extension of Johnson Highway that was
intended be continued through into Norristown
Farm Park to an extended Stanbridge Sreet. This
closed roadway is currently eroded because of
stormwater runoff, but may still provide room for a
greenway path that would parallel the entrance
drive before turning to take the greenway path

Ston Creek north of the Sterigere Street ridge
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across the western portion of the PennDoT parcel.
Collaboration with PennDoT would be essential in
order to implement this greenway path connection.

A key opportunity in this section is to enhance the
safe and attractive access to the Norristown Farm
Park for residents of Norristown. Currently the 690acre Farm Park represents a uni ue asset for the
municipality, though the access to it from many
Norristown neighborhoods is not good.

Primary Greenway Trail Two potential primary
greenway trail alignments exist from Elmwood Park
into the Norristown Farm Park. One route continues north on Harding Boulevard from Fornance
Street on the sidewalk on the eastern side of Harding Boulevard. (The guard rail, steep slope, narrow road, and lack of sidewalks along the zoo
property make it infeasible to utilize the western
edge of Harding Boulevard at that location for the
primary greenway path.) The greenway trail
would cross Coolidge Boulevard at the stop sign
and continue along the Harding Boulevard frontage of the Eisenhower fields. At the end of the
Eisenhower campus, the greenway path would
need to cross back over Harding to the public land
on the western side. The location and design of
this trail crossing would need to be coordinated
with the entrance drive into the zoo and the nearBoulevard. Once on the western side of Harding
Boulevard, this route for the primary greenway trail
would run partially along the relatively level Harfield site, turn west along along a former access to
ballfield property within the woods and then north
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are key properties along the proposed primary
greenway path. On this map, the PennDoT property (part of the larger state-owned property), the
Elmwood Park Zoo (a separately managed portion
Park (a county-managed portion of the larger stateowned property not outlined in blue because of
its very large size) are stakeholders because of their
relationship to the Stony Creek and the need for
their cooperation in locating the greenway paths.
The Eisenhower School Campus (owned by Norristown Area School District) is a stakeholder because
of the potential location of the greenway path

Ston Creek near the El wood Park oo
along the edge of the ballfield parking area to the
Norristown/East Norriton Township boundary. At
this boundary (coincides with the edge of the entrance drive into the ball fields site and also the former alignment of Johnson Highway) the trail would
turn to the west for a short distance before heading
north across the PennDoT property to Norris City
Avenue.

The other alternative route shown on this section
map would follow the existing Farm Park Connector
Trail from near the Stanbridge Street entrance to
Norristown Farm Park. The ultimate alignments and
interconnections between these two primary greenway path routes are reviewed on Norristown Farm
Park map as well.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways This
Figure 21 indicates the general location of a secondary greenway connector pathways (shown in
orange) that would link these two greenway alternative routes into the interior of Norristown Farm
Park. It also shows a secondary connector path,
referred to as the Johnson Highway Cross Greenway Connector. Other local greenway paths on
this section map (shown in narrow orange) include
a network of paths around the ball-field property,
dual overlook paths to the Main Stem/East Branch
confluence, and a suggested path along the edge
of the Eisenhower playing fields between Harding
Boulevard and Markley Street.

Greenway Properties These properties outlined
on the map in blue lie directly along the creek or
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Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway. This
section includes a neighborhood comprised of older
single family residences and apartment complexes
clustered around Chain Street and Harding Boulevard and a neighborhood of older houses and
apartments near the Stanbridge Street entrance to
Norristown Farm Park.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These properties represent locations that
might have employees that would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a source of
funding, in-kind support, or volunteer participation.
The following commercial businesses outlined in
purple include a manufacturing/warehouse facility
on Stanbridge Street and other properties, such as
restaurants near Markley Street and Johnson Highway, USM Services in the former Logan S uare
shopping center, and other stores within the ad oin-

Ston Creek near the oo parking lot
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Zoo. The creek crosses under the Stony Creek railroad near the Stanbridge Street trail entrance and
again near Germantown Pike as it leaves the park
near the Barley Sheaf Farm neighborhood and
Timberlake Apartments. For some distance the
creek forms the approximate boundary between
the farm park and the ad oining state hospital property then curves northward generally paralleling
the alignment of the railroad corridor on its way
through the park. The Norristown Farm Park Connector Trail follows the creek near the Hospital
property and the creek passes under Lower Farm
Road in the vicinity of the recent riparian buffer
pro ect.

Runner on a trail along Ston Creek in the Far Park
ing shopping center. .

Institutional properties outlined in pink include the
Elmwood Park Zoo and the Eisenhower School.
Both of these facilities can be linked to the greenway as destinations and through programs, proects, and events. Norristown State Hospital discussed above is also a significant institution for this
section.

West Branch Stony Creek (renamed Kepner Creek
in honor of Carol Kepner, a nurse killed in a 1999
siege incident at Norristown State Hospital) branches from the main stem near the Norristown/West
Norriton Township border and continues through
West and East Norriton Townships for about a mile,
finally crossing under Whitehall Road at the approximate border of the two townships. Upsteam from
the confluence with the Main Branch, Kepner
Creek passes under the High Arch Bridge in the
vicinity of the NFP picnic area. Several minor tributaries enter the creek from the northwestern corner
of the park prior to the Whitehall Road Bridge
where the creek leaves the Farm Park.

The Norristown Farm Park offers a variety of recreation opportunities including walking, biking, running, fishing, bird watching, picnicking, and environmental education.

Fishing is great in many locations of the park along

NORRISTOWN FARM PARK
The Norristown Farm Park is the most significant
location along the Stony Creek. In or near the
Farm Park the Stony Creek branches into three primary tributaries. The Farm Park also offers the most
access to the creek and with its 690, the park offers
many opportunities for the establishment of greenway trails and paths as well as other greenway
features.

The Main Branch of Stony Creek enters NFP near
the Germantown Pike entrance and meanders for
more than two miles through various landscapes in
the park exiting at Elmwood Park and Elmwood
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Upper pond at orristown Far Park
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The Park is also home to the White House Millennium Council historic tree planting grove for Pennsylvania. This tree grove contains tree species which
have been propagated to continue the lineage of

Ston Creek Anglers Fish Hatcher entrance
the Stony Creek. The Stony Creek Anglers work
cooperatively with the Montgomery County Parks
staff to provide an excellent fishing experience for
all types of fishermen. As discussed throughout this
plan, the Stony Creek is one of the few streams in
the county stocked with trout for fishing.

have sighted a170 different species of birds there.
Park visitors en oy birding at a one acre pond near
the reservoir and Upper Farm Road, a tran uil and
pictures ue setting with a viewing blind. The large
woods at the Stony Creek and Kepner Run confluence is another bird rich area within the park. Volunteers at the park also participate in Cornell Unicensus that records fluctuations in bird diversity and
population densities and maintain 118 bluebird
boxes.

history. These seedlings are from 21 parent trees of
historic significance, including the Johnny Appleseed tree Hermitage Tulip Poplar Trail of Tears
Redbud Minuteman Red Maple John F. Kennedy
Post Oak Charter White Oak Mark Twain Cave Bur
Oak Abraham Lincoln White Oak Franklin D. Roosevelt Redbud Ft. Atkinson Black Locust Harriet
Beecher Stowe White Ash the Frederick Douglass
White Oak and others. Millennium Grove located
ust outside the park office at the Milk House a
grove of trees planted as seedlings from historically
important trees, one of two sites in Pennsylvania
selected by the American Forest Foundation and
the White House Millennium Council to promote
the planting of historic tree groves in each state.

The farming operation and the history of the farm
are also featured elements of the park. The cultivation of nearly 400 acres of farmfields is conducted
by a farmer under contract to the county. In the
future, there is interest in establishing community
gardens and various forms of community supported agriculture at the park. Several of the historic
buildings at the Norristown Farm Park have been
stabilized and are being reused for various purposed. Two leaf waste composting sites are located
in the Norristown Farm Park to produce mulch
used on farm fields throughout Norristown Farm
Park and made available for resident pickup.

The park offers a naturally rich landscape for the

Accessible fishing is provided during the Ston Creek Anglers fishing derb
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various environmental education programs which
are conducted periodically throughout the year.
The wetlands mitigation work performed at several
locations in Norristown Farm Park to compensate
for impacts to perennial streams described in Chapter 3 provide excellent education areas.

The Stanbridge Street Park behind East Norriton
Township municipal building provides a 21-acre
recreational complex with softball and soccer fields,
tennis and volley ball courts, a pavilion, playground, walking trail, and a state-of-the-art bocce
court that complements the Norristown Farm Park.
A small pocket park is also located in front of the
building along Stanbridge Street directly in front of
East Norriton municipal building. The East Norriton
Township Veterans Memorial is located near Germantown Pike on hill between Old and New Stanbridge Streets. This memorial contains a small plaza
with benches, flags, and memorial wall.

Primary Greenway Trail Continuing from the previous section, there are two alternative primary
greenway trails could be used through the Norritown Farm Park. The trail route along the eastern
side, noted as route 3 on Figure 22, continues
from the PennDot property east of the East Branch
of the Stony Creek to Norris City Avenue. It crosses
the East Branch of Stony Creek on the sidewalk of
the existing Norris City Avenue Bridge along before
entering the farm park along a driveway/ path
along the western bank of the East Branch of Stony
Creek. At the edge of the Norris City Cemetery the
route would turn north along the unopened section of Stanbridge Street that serves as both a trail
and driveway through the Norris City Cemetery to
Standbridge Street. A parking area is located

orristown Far Park trail s ste
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ood sculpture b the Ston Creek Anglers Assn

along this section. Currently no sidewalks exit along
the open active portion of Standbridge Street between the cemetery entrance and the driveway into
the East Norriton Township building and public
works facility. This gap is about 450 feet. The route
continues along the sidewalk along the west side of
Standbridge Street for about 1/2 mile to Germantown Pike. A seating area described above exists
along the sidewalk in front of the East Norriton
Township building. The Alternate primary trail
would continue along the Norristown Farm Park
Connector Trail along Stony Creek to the Lower
Farm Park Road. This route would follow the Lower
Farm Park Road (a trail and service road within the
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involve a mid-block crossing of Whitehall Road
southwest of Eagle Drive.

Stepping stone crossings could be installed within the Far Park for sec
ondar pathwa s
park) which parallels Stony Creek Railroad to the
Lower Farm Park Road bridge over the Main
Branch of the Stony Creek. On the west side of the
Stony Creek beyond the edge of the riparian reforestation area, the trail corridor would head north
toward Barley Sheaf in the former pasture then
wind north and westward to the Farm Park entrance drive (Upper Farm Road). At the edge of the
Farm Park, the trail route follows along the sidewalks on the east side of Upper Farm Road to Germantown Pike. The route follows the sidewalks on
the south side of Germantown Pike to Stanbridge
Street.
A third primary greenway trail alternative labeled
number 2 continues along Stony Creek Road (a trail
and service road) from the Lower Farm Park Road
bridge over the Stony Creek. This trail follows Stony
Creek, then Kepner Creek to Whitehall Road bending southwestward to the Whitehall Road Trailhead
Parking Lot. At that point the trail route would

epner Creek in orristown Far Park
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Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways A
secondary greenway connector pathway would
link the primary trail route along Standbridge
Street. This route would begin along near the
Stony Creek Rail Road connecting to the Lower
Farm Road and end along the paved trail connecting to the Norris City Cemetery and extension of
Standbridge Street. Currently the bridge crossing
of the Stony Creek Rail line is closed due to structural deficiency. After crossing the railroad the existing
paved trail and farm service road and would pass
along the eastern edge of the East Norriton Township Compost site. At this point the trail would
head east entering the woods and follow the
woods and field edge to the Sheetz house site and
continue along the former Sheetz house driveway
to the existing paved service drive and trail to connect to the Norris City Cemetery. A connector
trail is proposed along the western edge of the
Main Branch of Stony Creek along an existing nature trail from the picnic area near the high bridge
to the Lower Farm Road Bridge. Other secondary
greenway paths would utilize existing trails with the
Farm Park making connections to the upper pond,
along a tributary from Kepner Creek toward Germantown Pike and a connecting trail from the
Standbridge Street Park through the Timberlake
Apartments along a driveway to the East Norriton
sewer pump station crossing the Stony Creek along
an existing pedestrian bridge and into the former
tennis court and pond area on the western side of
the Stony Creek near Germantown Pike. Einstein
Hospital is working with the county to construct
trails through the Farm Park from the south side of
the crosswalk at Germantown Pike across from the
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house, and fitness center managed by Morgan
Properties. An undeveloped portion of this property
contains 1,200 LF of the Stony Creek with a small
pedestrian bridge that crosses the creek to a natural
pond and old several tennis courts. A walking trail
also used as an access drive to an East Norriton
Township pump station connects from the apartments to paved trails in Stanbridge Street Park and
the NFP. This walking trail and pedestrian bridge
offer a potential secondary greenway access route
discussed above.

Ston Creek along near er antown Pike near the arle Sheaf own
houses
hospital. One trail would parallel Germantown
Pike to the Farm Park Entrance near North Wales
Road. The other trail would head south from the
Germantown Pike crosswalk to connect to the existing trail toward the High Arch Bridge.

Greenway Properties These properties outlined
on the map in blue lie directly along the creek or
are key properties along the proposed primary
greenway path. In addition to the Norristown
Farm Park described above, there are several properties along the Stony Creek near the Germantown
Pike that are important greenway properties. The
Timberlake Apartments located on the west side of
Stanbridge Street next to East Norriton Township
municipal complex comprise two large mid-rise
apartment buildings with a swimming pool, club-

Briarwood at Timberlake located on Stanbridge
Street at corner of Germantown Pike abuts Timberlake Apartments on southern and western edges. It
consists of 67 modern style townhouses built in the
mid-1980s. About one-acre open land in this development is located along the creek. The Barley Sheaf
Farm Townhouse development at the Germantown
Pike entrance to Norristown Farm Park contains
approximately 75 colonial-style townhouses constructed mid-1980s. The property includes several
association that abuts the farm park along the rear
property line.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined
on the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to
en oy and be potential volunteers for the greenway.

Meadowbrook Road Neighborhood on the east side

Einstein Hospital contains a stor water anage ent s ste that protects Ston Creek
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of Stanbridge Street across from municipal complex
includes approximately 30 single family colonials on
half-acre lots with most of them built in the mid
1960s. Brian Lane neighborhood is also on the
east side of Stanbridge across from Timberlake
Apartments. This development includes approximately 50 ranch style houses on half-acre lots.

Norris City Cemetery at the corner of Norris City
Avenue and Stanbridge Street is a historic cemetery
founded in late 1850s containing up to 1,800
grave stones. After falling into disrepair, the 9-acre
cemetery was ac uired in the late 1980s by East
Norriton Township and incorporated into the Stanbridge Street recreational facility.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These properties represent locations that
might have employees that would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a source of
funding, in-kind support, or volunteer participation.
Davis Heating and Cooling at 334 West German-

Ston Creek Railroad at orristown Far Park
-acre industrial parcel between Timberlake tennis courts and rail line. The
business consists of a frame office and storage
tanks. 342 West Germantown Pike is a 2-story colonial style office building in front of Barley Sheaf
neighborhood that abuts the Stony Creek Rail Road
on the western side. The Norriton Fire Station B is
located at the edge of the Farm Park property at
the southeast of the intersection of Whitehall Road
and Germantown Pike. The newly constructed
Einstein Hospital is located on the north side of
Germantown Pike across from the Farm Park on
the former Woods Golf Course property. The hospital maintains a signalized access on Germantown
Pike from the Farm Park. This signalized intersection includes a pedestrian crossing. As described
within the secondary pathways section above, the
hospital has made funding available to the county
to construct a pedestrian trail along Germantown
Pike toward the Barley Sheaf entrance as well as a
trail to connect to the trail along Upper Farm Road.

Stony Creek Railroad Line is a single track line laid in
1874 which runs from Elm Street in Norristown to
Lansdale. It is currently used several times a week
by low-speed freight cars passing through Norris-

Fish caught b a five ear old bo at Ston Creek
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Park for a distance of about 1.7 miles. The track is
owned by SEPTA but is used by CS . The rail corridor is proposed for development as county trail if
the train service along it is completely discontinued.
The railroad enters the Farm Park at the Stanbridge
Street entrance and runs northward for more than
a mile through or along the edge of the park. For
most of its length, the rail line is recessed in a cut
that keeps it from general view but creates a barrier
between two portions of the park. An at-grade
crossing is available near Stanbridge Street Park and
a usable pedestrian bridge crosses the rail at the
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Stanbridge Street entrance. In the interior of the
park, two bridges
to all traffic due to poor structural condition.

The Stony Creek Trout Anglers Association performs
a variety of essential services to protect the Stony
Creek and promote fishing in the Norristown Area.
They operate a trout nursery located immediately
ad acent to NFP land in cooperation with the PA
Fish and Boat Commission. The Norristown Farm
Park Preservation Association works to preserve,
protect, and promote the Norristown Farm Park.
They work to preserve and protect the Park in its
present state as a passive multiuse recreational facility containing an operating farm in conformity with
the park master plan. They also organize and conduct events to promote public awareness of the

Prior to entering the Norristown High School campus, the stream runs through a wooded property
and then through the middle of the Stonybrook
Condominiums neighborhood within a gabion
channel. It also crosses through the middle of a
new townhouse property under construction prior
to reaching the High School campus. Kepner
Creek crosses under Eagle Drive about 750 feet
west of Whitehall Road flowing through the campus before re-crossing Eagle Drive about 550 feet
east of Burnside Avenue. A total of about 5.000
linear feet of the creek is on or ad oins the Norristown High School campus.

Kepner Creek branches into various tributaries at
the western side of the semi-circle. One tributary of
Kepner Creek begins above the Markley Farm property and crosses Oakland Drive into West Norriton
tributary then continues under Burnside Avenue at
the Albert Momme Bridge ust south of Alexander
Drive, and oins Kepner Creek in the Norristown
Area School District campus behind the playing
fields. A smaller branch of that triburary drains the
Norrington Knoll Homeowners open space before
oining it in the Dorsky property.

Ballard-Wolfe Park and flows through the Valley
Forge Medical Center property. It crosses under
Germantown Pike ust east of Foundry Road, flows
along the rear edge of Norriton Business Park, and
finally crosses under Burnside Avenue north of the
Eagle Drive entrance to oin the West Branch near
the Eagle Drive/Burnside entrance to the high
school.

Runners on the orriton usiness Park rail
Farm Park.

NORRISTOWN

IG

SC OOL AREA

The West Branch of Stony Creek (also known as
Kepner Creek) flows from the Whitehall Road
Bridge through the Norristown High School Property in West Norriton Township where it forms a semi
-circle around the southern and western portions of
the high school campus. Though mostly within
the school property, Kepner Creek meanders for a
short distance through the back yards small properties on Sheppard Drive and Burnside Avenue.
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The remaining main branch of the Kepner Creek
flows from near the uarry on Pottshop Road
across Germantown Pike toward Norristown High
School along the Vanlandeghem open space
property then crosses under Eagle Drive about 550
feet east of Burnside Avenue.

Primary Greenway Trail A public greenway Trail
shown in red on Figure 23 could cross Whitehall
hall parking area to Eagle Drive at a new traffic
signal planned as part of the upcoming townhouse
development. Currently there is only a strip walkway with no signage. A safe cross walk at this loca-
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orristown High School Propert pedestrian bridge
tion will not only be vital for the greenway trail, but
will enable Farm Park Trail users to park at the Norristown Area School District administration building
parking lot when the park trail access lot is filled.
The path would follow Eagle Drive for a short distance crossing over the Kepner Creek before heading south and west along the edge of the riparian
area and the edge of the athletic fields around the
School District property back to the large school
parking lot and Eagle Drive. The trail uses the sidewalk along the south side of Eagle Drive to Burnside
Avenue where it crosses to the west side. There are
two key gaps in the sidewalk on the west side of
Burnside Avenue. A nearly 400 foot gap exists from
the crossing point generally in front of the Norristown Baptist Church west along Burnside Avenue.
After about 300 feet of sidewalk another 200 foot
gap exists. From that point the sidewalk is in place
to the Padden Park. The greenway trail route could
cut through the park along existing trails to Oakland
Drive and cross over to the trail system to be developed in the Markley Farm property.

Burnside Avenue to Ballard Wolf Park. This route
would cross Burnside Avenue and utilize the existing trail system at the Norriton Business Park to
Germantown Avenue.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways Several greenway paths are possible within the Norristown High School area and surrounding portions of
West Norriton. One pathway would provide a connection to the Van Landeghem open space area
along Eagle Drive from the primary greenway trail
route at the eastern bridge over the Kepner Creek
on Eagle Drive. That trail could continue to make
connections from the Vanlandeghem property to
surrounding neighborhoods. Another greenway
route would follow the trail system proposed by
East Norriton Township from the Eagle Drive near

The Oakland Farms neighborhood abuts West Nor-
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Greenway Neighborhoods Several residential
neighborhoods surround the Norristown High
School Property and portions of Kepner Creek north
and west of it. These are outlined on the map in
yellow and are various neighborhoods or parts of
neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy and be
potential volunteers for the greenway.

A single family neighborhood along Sheperd Lane
off Clinton, Carson and Wayne Drive which access
Whitehall Road abuts the High School and contains
portions of Kepner Creek. A pathway exists from
the end of Sheperd Lane to the Whitehall Elementary School. Another neighborhood ad oining the
High School is along Holloway Road with access
from Burnside Avenue.

Road, Horseshoe Road, Wagonwheel Road, and
associated culs-de-sacs. This large single family
residential development was constructed in the
1980s.

Alexander Drive in West Norriton Township makes
a loop with two entrances off the west side of Burnside Avenue between Eagle Drive and the Albert
Earl Momme Bridge. This neighborhood consists of
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Vanlandeghem open space. The Stonebridge Estates development off of Germantown Pike east of
the Kepner Creek Main Stem bridge contains single
family residences on half-acre lots built in the early
1990s. An easement near the cul-de-sac bulb on
Cresswell Drive in this development leads to the
field Village development off Germantown Pike midway between the Kepner Creek bridge and Whitehall Road is a townhouse community with open
space that includes right-of-way for public entry into
Vanlandeghem open space.

ioswale at orristown High School
single family homes on half-acre lots including a
detention basin with frontage on Burnside that
could be important link in a greenway trail.

Whitehall Estates neighborhood including Sandra
Lane and Faith Drive off Whitehall Road ust off
the Kepner Creek Bridge contains single family residences on half-acre lots built in mid 1980s. A small
portion of this development connects to the Vanlandeghem property, but no public easements are
in place.

Norrington Knoll townhouse development of South
Trooper Road in West Norriton Township abuts the
Oakland Farms neighborhood and the Dorsky property. This large townhouse development created in
the 1980s comprises separate villages, each with its

owns 16 acres of open space that contains a tributary creek that drains down into the larger tributary
to the Kepner Creek

Additional West Norriton Township neighborhoods
west of Whitehall Road could serve as potential
greenway stakeholders. Homes in this area are
generally smaller-lot single family residences located
in areas where access to open space is limited.
Residents of these areas should be encouraged to
support protection and en oyment of the stream
corridor.

Neighborhoods ad oining the Vanlandeghem open
space property could be important greenway partners as well. The Burnside Reserve neighborhood
off Burnside Avenue in East Norriton Township
north of Eagle Drive entrance to the Norristown
High School contains single family residences on
half-acre lots built in 2001. A paved trail/ driveway
is located within right-of-way from this development
Kepner Creek and the East Norriton portion of the
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Padden Park fro

urnside Avenue

Greenway Properties These properties outlined on
the map in blue lie directly along the creek or are
key properties along the proposed primary greenway path. Several individual properties along Burnside Avenue contain portions of Kepner Creek within their rear yards. On the opposite side of Burnside
Avenue is the Dorsky Property with two tributaries
one of which connects to Padden Park.

Two properties are located along the tributary of the
Kepner Creek from the High School west to Burnside Avenue across from where the tributary crosses
under the road and enters the Dorsky property.
Along the northern edge of the tributary is the
Momme property, owned by a family for whom the
nearby Burnside Avenue Bridge is named. Along
the southern edge of the creek lies the Dubon property. The creek is assumed to represent the line
between these two properties although the exact
boundary would need to be confirmed.

The Dubon property contains approximately 5 acres
with a 19th-century farmhouse and some outbuildings which have been somewhat rehabilitated as
rental units. Portions of the property could potentially be ac uired for open space leaving the farmhouse and Holloway Road access to remain with
the current property owner. Portions of the stream
corridor on the ad oining Momme property could
be ac uired through a land swap with other lands
owned by the Norristown School District north of
the Momme property.
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The Dorsky property at 351 Burnside Avenue adoins Padden Park. This 17.2-acre property with a
house, wooded area, and tributary of Kepner Creek
has been offered for sale recently. In addition to
Padden Park, the Dorsky property ad oins the Norrington Knoll Townhouse development and other
neighborhoods and individual residences. The entire property or portions of it could serve as an important greenway link between the NASD campus,
Padden Park and ultimately the trail system to be
developed at the Markley Farm Property currently
proposed for development. The 55 acre Markley
Farm property between Oakland Drive and Chestnut Avenue in West Norriton Township contains a
tributary to Kepner creek draining into and out of a
farm pond in the middle of the property. The property contained a working farm and a locally popular
swim club until a proposal for construction of a
YMCA on the property was not supported by the
township. The property is currently the sub ect of a
residential development proposal, that provides

hitehall Road pedestrian crossing
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Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These properties represent locations that
might have employees that would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a source of
funding, in-kind support, or volunteer participation.
Norriton Business Campus at 2141 to 2161 Potshop
Road at southwest corner of Germantown and
Burnside in East Norriton Township includes a variety of leased and owned office, flex, and warehouse
properties managed by Tornetta Realty. The business campus includes US Post Office and other businesses that should be evaluated as potential greenway users and sponsors. Paved walking trail runs
Avenue frontages providing opportunities for greenway connections at Generals Drive and Eagle Drive
in the Norriton Business Park.

epner Creek through Ston brook Condo iniu s
open space along the stream and pond with public
trails.

Stonybrook Condominiums off Whitehall Road in
West Norriton abutting East Norriton Township line
ust south of the Kepner Creek bridge is a townhouse community constructed around original
farmhouse, now used as clubhouse. Kepner Creek
flows within a gabion lined bank stabilization channel bisecting this property for a distance of 970
linear feet. A small driveway bridge in this development crosses the creek.

The 9 acre 409-417 N. Whitehall Road property
between the High School and Stonybrook Apartments is currently being developed as a 51 unittownhouse development pro ect known as the
Reserves at Stony Creek. Kepner Run bisects this
property along a 500 linear foot wooded corridor.

Visitation of the Blessed Mary Catholic Church and
School is located at the corner of Chestnut Avenue
and South Trooper Road in West Norriton Township. Though not ad oining the creeks, this school
serves up to 800 students from kindergarten to 8th
grade who could be involved in greenway education activities. The First Baptist Church of Norristown located at 445 Burnside Avenue in West Norriton Township owns a 17 acre property across from
near the Eagle Drive entrance on Burnside Avenue.
This church was originally located in Norristown at
site of current One Montgomery Plaza. The Charity
Lodge 190 located at 465 Burnside Avenue north
of the First Baptist Church in West Norriton was
formed in 1823. It is one of the first masonic lodges
in Montgomery County, originally located on Main
Street in Norristown. The lodge concentrates on
perpetuating the traditions of masonry and on service to the community. The Norristown Cedar Club
that is located at 810 West Germantown Pike in
East Norriton Township ad oining the Stonebridge
Estates neighborhood is an appendant masonic
organization that fosters friendship among masons
and the general community. The Greater Norristown Art League at 800 W Germantown Pike east
of Sandra Lane holds adult art classes, art exhibits,
and summer art camps for children. Various teachers and members use Stony Creek and Norristown
Farm Park for open air art sessions.

O NSON IG WAY TO GERMAN
TOWN PIKE EAST RANC
Charit Lodge Free

ason Hall on urnside Avenue
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The Eastern Branch of Stony Creek flows from the
Germantown Pike at the vicinity of the Weis Store
and WalMart Shopping Center southwest nearly a
mile to the Swede Street bridge. From the Swede
Street the East Branch of Stony Creek flows in a
westerly direction before turning south to pass under the Norris City Road Bridge. The entire corridor
from Norris City Road to Germantown Pike is
through private properties with no public access.
South of the Norris City Road bridge to the confluence with the Main Branch of Stony Creek, the
stream generally flows through PennDot property
and along a portion of the Norristown Farm Park.

Primary Greenway Trails The primary trail route in
this section from the Norristown softball fields to
Norris City Avenue would be located within the
PennDot property as described in the previous Norristown Farm Park section above. From Norris City
Road to Germantown Pike, the primary greenway
trail route would follow the Liberty Bell Trail alignment established in the trail feasibility study done for
it in 2005. This route follows Norris City Avenue
east to Swede Street where would cross at a safe
mid-block crossing point to Hartranft Street for a
100 hundred feet. Since Swede Street is a busy
road, this crossing would involve various safety improvements. From the north side of Hartranft
Street, the trail would follow the former Liberty Bell
Trolley right of way all the way to Germantown
Pike. That right of way is used by PECO for power
distribution.

Greenway Properties These properties outlined
on Figure 24 in blue lie directly along the creek or
are key properties along the proposed primary
greenway path. The PennDot District 6 Montgomery County Maintenance Office occupies about 16

Future Libert

ell rail align ent
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orris Cit Avenue ridge over Ston Creek

acres at Swede Road and Johnson Highway. This
facility is the primary state highway maintenance of
776 miles of state-owned highways and 618 bridges in Montgomery County. The facility contains an
office building, various storage buildings and storage yards. A state drivers license photo and testing
center is located at 2101 Swede Road. This site
occupies about 5 acres and contains a drivers testing course and administration building. Undeveloped property behind maintenance and license
facilities slopes steadily down toward the East
Branch of the Stony Creek and is generally contain
an overgrown red cedar and old field vegetation.
An agreement with PennDot would be needed to
locate any public access through it. Also, given the
condition of this property and its proximity to the
creek, riparian buffer restoration should be undertaken on this property as well. The East Norriton
Township Sewage Pumping Station 2 is located on
the east side of the stream south of Norris City
Bridge.

Greenway Neighborhoods Several residential
neighborhoods surround the East Branch of the
Stony Creek from the Farm Park to Germantown
Pike. These are outlined on the map in yellow and
are various neighborhoods or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy and be potential
volunteers for the greenway. Grandview Heights/
Coles Neighborhood consists of single family homes
on half-acre lots east of the Stony Creek and Swede
Street. The Cole Elementary School is located in this
neighborhood. To the north, the DeKalb Apartments with frontage on DeKalb Pike contains 290
apartment units in mid-rise buildings. It is located
south of the Mercy Suburban General and east of
the Liberty Bell Trail future alignment. Rolling Green
Apartments is a garden style apartment complex
east of Swede Street backing up to the west bank of
the East Branch of the Stony Creek. It has 144 units
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East orriton

iddle School riparian buffer sign

located on 25 acres.

Significant Commercial and Insitutional Properties Mercy Suburban Hospital originally named
Riverview Hospital in Norristown opened in 1944.
In early 1970s the hospital moved to the East Norriton site. Suburban General Hospital opened its
doors as a 126-bed, acute care, teaching hospital
located on about 20 acres west of DeKalb Pike. The
property ad oins the Liberty Bell Trail alignment. Several retail commercial properties are located near the stream in the vicinity of Germantown
Pike.

GERMANTOWN PIKE TO TOWNS IP
LINE MAIN RANC
This section of the stream corridor includes approximately one mile of the Stony Creek from where it
crosses Germantown Pike ust east of Felton Road
generally forming the boundary between industrial
properties to the west and a residential neighborhood to the east of the creek before running
through a wooded school district property at East
Norriton Middle School. The stream then curves to
entering several large single family residential properties before curving toward the north and crossing
Township Line Road ust west of Erbs Mill Road. A
400 foot section of sewer main in this area was
exposed by through erosion along the eastern
banks of the Stony Creek in this area and was the
sub ect of a 1993 report by the US Army Corps of
Engineers. The sewer main and several manholes
were protected by gabion deflector walls.

Primary Greenway Trail The primary trail alignment as shown in red on Figure 25 would continue
across Germantown Pike at the Stanbridge Street

91

East orriton

iddle School riparian buffer

intersection which contains a pedestrian crossing to
Stony Creek Road. The trail would follow the sidewalk along the western side of Stony Creek Road
approximately a half mile to Roland Drive. The trail
route follows Roland Drive along a sidewalk on the
eastern side of the road to the East Norriton Middle
School then across the street to Barrington Park.
No significant improvements are needed for this
trail link at this time.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways A
potential secondary pathway system could be established from Barrington Park through two private
properties and across both the Stony Creek and the
Stony Creek Railroad to Calvert Hurdle Park. The
stream crossing could be performed with a stepping stone system similar to successful crossings
employed along the Wissahickon Creek. The railroad crossing would re uire safety review. This
secondary trail could utilize existing pathways in the
park out to the sidewalks along North Wales Road.
Unfortunately neither side of North Wales Road has
a complete sidewalk system. Sidewalks exist on the
west side of North Wales Road to about 200 south
of Marsha Road. A sidewalk exists on the east side
or North Wales Road about 200 feet past that point
and continue to Germantown Pike. A pedestrian
crossing exists at the Germantown Pike Upper Farm
Road entrance to allow access to the Farm Park.

Greenway Neighborhoods Several residential
neighborhoods surround the Stony Creek north of
Germantown Pike. These are outlined on the map
in yellow and are various neighborhoods or parts of
neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy and be
potential volunteers for the greenway.

The large Penn Village S uare neighborhood which
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tions to the greenway along North Wales Road to
Norristown Farm Park or through future connections from Calvert Hurdle Park to Barrington Park.

Ston Creek Road neighborhood
extends along the eastern side of the Stony Creek
from Stony Creek Road along Germantown Pike to
Swede Road. This large neighborhood of ranch
houses on one- uarter acre lots was constructed in
the 1950s incorporating Oak Tree, Beechwood,
Brookside, Woodlawn, Byrans, and Penn S uare
Roads and Cottage and Orchard Lanes, as well as
additional internal inter-connecting roads toward
Swede Road and abutting East Norriton Middle
School. Sidewalks exist through the neighborhood
along west side of Stony Creek Road, though no
sidewalks exist on some other roads in this neighborhood. The entire neighborhood is connected via
Roland Drive to the East Norriton Middle School
campus and the Stony Creek corridor and East NorriTownship Line.

The Norriton Green neighborhood located along
North Wales Road incorporating Norriton Drive and
a portion of Kenwood Road is developed with single
family colonial houses on 1/3 acre lots built in the
early 1960s. This neighborhood backs up to St.
Titus School and the Stony Creek/Deer Run condominium neighborhoods offering potential connec-

The Stony Creek Condominiums located along
Stony Way and Deer Run off North Wales Road in
East Norriton Township contains162 units arranged
in 6 long buildings constructed in mid 1980s. The
condominiums ad oin Calvert Hurdle Park. Although
separated from the Stony Creek corridor by the railroad, there may be future opportunities for connections to the Stony Creek through Calvert Hurdle
Park.

Deer Run Condominiums are located at end of
Stony Way behind Stony Creek Condominiums in
East Norriton Township. This 138-unit townhouse
development was constructed in mid to late 1980s
arranged in clusters along both sides of a private
road. Since the property abuts St Titus School, the
Stony Creek Railroad, and Calvert Hurdle Park, there
may be future opportunities for connections to the
Stony Creek corridor.

Valley View Manor Neighborhood at North Wales
Road and Germantown Pike in East Norriton adoins St Titus Church and School and the Sycamore
Hill Medical Center property. This neighborhood
contains approximately 100 split-level style single
family residences on one- uarter acre lots generally
constructed in the mid-1950s. The neighborhood
incorporates Avon, Kenwood, Dermond, Scenic,
and Pincrest Roads as well as properties fronting on
North Wales Road and Germantown Pike. Potential
connections to the Stony Creek Greenway occur
through the Norristown Farm Park or along future
connections from Calvert Hurdle Park within sidewalk distance along North Wales Road.

Greenway Properties These properties outlined
on the map in blue lie directly along the creek or
are key properties along the proposed primary
greenway path. In addition to the following properties described below, several industrial properties
along Felton Drive include portions of the stream.

Felton Avenue business fro across Ston Creek
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301 W Germantown Pike to 2951 Stony Creek
Road. These 11 residential properties on the east
side of Stony Creek Road have deep backyards that
reach back to the edge of the Stony Creek and are
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located directly across the creek from the Felton
Road industrial area. There may be opportunities to
work with the property owners on stewardship of
the Stony Creek corridor.

Calviert Hurdle Park is located on North Wales Road
ad oining Stony Creek Condominiums in East Norriton Township. The Stony Creek is separated from
this park by the Stony Creek Railroad line which
forms the eastern edge of the park. A small tributary to the Stony Creek originates in the park and
flowing through the park for about 600 linear feet
before crossing under the railroad onto private
properties then into the Stony Creek. A small portion of the park extends to Germantown Pike between the railroad corridor and a residential property at 423 West Township Line, though currently no
sidewalks exist along that section of Township Line
Road. Dedicated in 1973, the park contains a hardsurface hockey/basketball court, picnic areas, and
play e uipment.

Barrington Park located along Township Line Road
at corner of Roland Drive ad oins East Norriton Middle School campus and contains an 11.4 acre
wooded preserve. It was ac uired by East Norriton
Township in 2009 and has been developed with a
pavilion, paved walking trails, and large raised
boardwalk to overlook wetlands. Approximately
360 linear feet of the Stony Creek crosses along the
rear portion of the park.

The Stack Property at 411 W Township Line Road in
East Norriton is a 5.8-acre single family residential
lot that includes 700 linear feet of the Stony Creek
and a the tributary running under the railroad from
Calvert Hurdle Park which oins the Stony Creek in
the rear portion of this property. There is an oppor-

tunity to work with landowner on stewardship of
the stream corridor potential connector Hurdle to
Barrington Parks if rail line is ever discontinued.

Stratton Property at 413 W Township Line Road
behind Stack property is a 7.7-acre single family
residential lot that includes 850 linear feet of the
Stony Creek. The property is largely wooded. The
Siegle Property at 419 W Township Line Road is a
2.6 acre single family residential property with
woodland extending along the railroad across from
Calvert Hurdle Park. The rear portion of the property includes the tributary that crosses under the railroad from the park. The F. Siegle Property at 417
W Township Line Road is a 1-acre single family residential property with the tributary stream that crosses the rear corner.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These properties represent locations that
might have employees that would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a source of
funding, in-kind support, or volunteer participation.
The Felton Road industrial area extends along the
-mile north of
Germantown Pike. The Stony Creek Railroad borders this area along the western side. Several businesses on both sides of Felton Road include general
contracting, landscaping, environmental cleanup,
trash disposal, and petroleum companies, many
with vehicles, e uipment, and materials stored
there properties. Generally it appears that to public
access to the creek in this area would be infeasible,
yet there may be opportunities for partnerships
with local businesses in this area to improve and
protect the stream corridor. The Sycamore Hill
Medical Center located at 317-325 W Germantown
Pike in East Norriton Township is a 6.7-acre office

Protected anholes along Ston Creek

etland observation deck at arrington Park
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was successfully carried out by the students on the
Middle School campus.

SAW MILL RUN
CONFLUENCE AREA

East orriton

iddle School

park property currently contains a 3-story office
building and has approval for a second medical
office building at this site. The medical and healthrelated tenants located at this site may be future
greenway supporters of the greenway and may
include workers that would use the greenway.

St Titus Church and School at 3000 Keenwood Road
East Norriton Township the13.5-acre property that
contains a parish church and school for 158 student
K through 8 playing field and basketball court.
Current plans call for the subdivision of the rectory
and use of it by the Laurel House a womens shelter.

East Norriton Middle School at Township Line Road
at Roland Drive is located on a 32-acre parcel which
contains the school building, playing fields, and a
detention basin an ad oining 9-acre parcel which is
entirely wooded and approximately 750 linear feet
of the Stony Creek. The school ad oins Barrington
Park where teachers conduct environmental education classes. A riparian buffer restoration pro ect

This section covers a segment of the Saw Mill Run
that is industrial in nature and challenging in terms
of creating interesting stream-related public access
corridors. The Saw mMll Run flows downstream to
the edge of East Lafayette Street through one of the
few open-culvert sections of the creek in the downtown area. At East Lafayette Street, the stream
again disappears below ground, passes through an
assemblage of six different but contiguous culverts
of varying age and character. This underground
ourney takes the creek underneath Lafayette Street,
then under a raised former rail viaduct now the
area of gravel and paving, the tracks of the SEPTA
Norristown Rail Line (also used for freight traffic),
and the roadway of West Washington Street. Beyond the southern edge of West Washington, the
stream again emerges above ground into a ravine
that carries it to its confluence with the Schuylkill
River.

The stone culvert at East Washington Street is the
oldest in the line of the connected culverts. Upon
emerging, the stream takes a sharp bend toward
the east, paralleling East Washington Street for a
few hundred feet within a property that has recently been remediated by PECO due to its former use
as a gas plant. Currently owned by Lowe T Enterprise, the property offers redevelopment potential
now that it has undergone a full site remediation.
At this part of the stream trash and debris is a problem, and litter removal is hampered by a chain link
fence along the edge of the street. The stream
banks here are initially very steep but a raised plateau toward the riverfront edge of this property
seems appropriate for a viewing area that would
form the end of the primary greenway path. The
property is completely fenced off to prevent public
access.

After a short distance, the Saw Mill Run enters property owned by the Norristown Municipal Waste
Authority, where it immediately bends again to the
south, this time flowing for its final 350 feet to the
Schuylkill River. Overgrown vegetation blocks any

Saw

ill Run at the confluence
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meaningful views into the stream corridor from East
Washington Street except in winter however, clearing of some trees could create a long view down
combined sewer outflow releases into the creek
near East Washington Street, carrying intermittent
overflow from storm events downstream to the river. This location would make an excellent interpretive viewpoint to explain stormwater processes and
how they impact residents and businesses around
the community.

usinesses on

est

ashington Street
The banks on this side of the stream are more gradual, and portions of the Norristown Sewage Treatment Plant property are sub ect to periodic flooding. Public access to this side of the creek is currently blocked by the fence that surrounds the sewage
treatment facility. However, a minor realignment of
the existing fence, if agreeable to the Waste Authority which manages the plant, could enable the location of a walking path from which visitors could
view the creek, visit future demonstration gardens
at the back of the sewage plant, branch off a short
distance to a gravel bar set directly at the confluence, or continue on a suggested wooded riverfront path that appears to be feasible along a level
area that extends eastward behind the sewer plant
and behind the ad oining recently remediated and
now vacant properties at 500, 600, and 700 East
Washington Street, currently owned by Montgomery County.
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The corridor between East Lafayette and East Washington Streets is the sub ect of a comprehensive
transportation improvement pro ect currently in
progress. In addition to the widening and improvement of the now two-lane East Lafayette Street, the
current alignment of the Schuylkill River Trail will be
shifted, and a linear trail park with benches, trees,
and storm water management facilities will be created along the relocated trail. The transportation
improvement pro ect will re uire the reconstruction
of the some of the underground culverts that currently carry the Saw Mill Run in this section. The
culvert reconstruction will provide a temporary window into a long-buried segment of the creek and
will provide interesting opportunities to incorporate
stream-related features into the pedestrian path,
bike trail, and sitting area. The overall pro ect will
provide better sidewalk access and facilitate connections to the nearby county-owned freight station,
soon to be repurposed as the trail unction center
offering amenities that will serve trail users, commuters, and various arts and cultural events located
at the intersection of the Schuylkill River and Chester
Valley Trails.

Norristown is also working on efforts to stimulate
redevelopment of the riverfront properties along
East Washington Street. Changes to the zoning
ordinance enacted by Norristown creates opportunities for creative redevelopment pro ects. Norristown is also working on the design for riverfront
access and public space as well as approaches for
screening and re-greening the existing wastewater
treatment plant so that it becomes fully integrated
into future river redevelopment plans.

Preliminary Greenway Trail As shown on Figure
26 the primary greenway trail in this area follows
the open culvert between East Main and East Lafayette, then turns east along the Lafayette Street
sidewalk to Walnut Street. At this point, the primary
trail would cross over Lafayette to the Schuylkill River Trail which would carry the primary trail for a
short distance to Ford Street. At Ford Street, the
greenway trail would leave the bike trail and turn
onto Ford Street to cross over the railroad to the
sidewalk on the southern side of East Washington
Street. The trail would then continue along the
sidewalk in front of the sewage treatment plant,
passing the Saw Mill Run and turning into the Lowe
T Enterprise property at a location compatible with
redevelopment of that site. Within the Lowe T
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Property, the primary trail would continue to an
overlook on the elevated plateau toward the back
of the property where it would terminate at a small
viewing and interpretive plaza. Though most of this
trail alignment would be on public sidewalks and
the Schuylkill River Trail the cooperation of the
Lowe T Enterprise owner would be necessary in
order to find a mutually agreeable trail location on
that property.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways This
section suggests a secondary path along the northern side of East Lafayette between Walnut and Ford
Streets, which would be fed by short paths from
Main Street along Walnut, Franklin, and Ford
Streets. A secondary greenway path is also suggested along the northern edge of East Washington
Street, where an unpaved corridor along the side of
the road has possibilities for implementing a gravel
walking path. If it could be worked out with the
sewer authority, an additional secondary greenway
path is suggested from East Washington along the
Saw Mill Run and the Schuylkill River frontage of the
sewage treatment plant. This path would follow
the top of the riverbank, meeting a spur path at
Ford Street and continuing eastward along the top
of the riverbank of 500, 600, and 700 East Washington where it would be incorporated into the
future redevelopment of those properties.

A local connector path is suggested to bring greenway visitors out to the gravel bar at the Saw Mill Run
confluence behind the sewage treatment plant.

This could be accomplished with some rustic steps
down the riverbank and would be seasonally available since the gravel bar is most accessible when the
river level is low, particularly in the summer months.
This connector would need the cooperation of the
Norristown Waste Authority.

Greenway and Redevelopment Properties These
potential properties are outlined on the map in blue
and are properties that lie directly along the creek
or are key properties along the proposed primary
greenway path. In this section, the sewage treatment plant and the Lowe T Enterprise properties are
important greenway stakeholders since they contain
the actual creek and are suggested for potential
greenway path alignments. The Lowe T Enterprise
property is a potential redevelopment site. The 500,
600, and 700 East Washington are also key redevelopment sites that could contribute to the greenway
and provide access to the river and Saw Mill Run
confluence area. Other older industrial and mill
buildings along East Washington Street offer excellent potential for redevelopment due to their proximity to the river, Main Street and Norristown Transportation Center.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway.
Note that there are no actual neighborhoods in this
section. Mixed commercial and residential neighborhoods located between East Lafayette and East
Main Streets will be discussed in the next section.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These are outlined in purple and represent
locations that might have employees that would
en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food
or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a
source of funding, in-kind support, or volunteer
participation. A line of industrial/warehouse/
commercial properties continuing westward along
East Washington between Lowe T Enterprise and
Dekalb Street are locations could benefit from the
greenway. These properties also have significant
redevelopment potential with their frontage on the
River, proximity to the Norristown Transportation
Center and access to Lafayette Street.

heatre Hori on is a potential greenwa resource
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EAST LAFAYETTE STREET TO EAST
AIRY STREET
This section covers a segment of the Saw Mill Run
district. For the most part, the stream in this section
is contained in underground culverts and is a little
known feature of the downtown area. For that
reason, primary and secondary greenway paths will
need to utilize sidewalks and coexist with heavy
traffic at the many street crossings. Fortunately,
sidewalks are present on almost every street in this
section, and most intersections provide crosswalks
and/or pedestrian signals. The challenge in this
section will be to create an alignment that can provide greenway visitors with a sense of special
stream-related ourney and to incorporate in this
ourney an awareness of the underground presence of the Saw Mill Run.

Route of the underground Saw

ill Run

municipal parking area that borders the culvert.
The flat concrete bottom of the culvert between
Main and Lafayette seems to be about 15 feet below the grade of the ad oining parking lot the concrete sidewalks are vertical topped with chain link
fence. From the Lafayette Street end of this culvert,
one can view the channeled water and the stone
arched culvert from which it emerges. A grass strip
planted with arborvitaes between the culvert and
the parking area would be the only location where
a greenway path could actually follow the stream. .
A portion of this open culvert corridor is owned by
Municipality of Norristown, and the land alongside
the culvert is a paved parking area that provides
parking spaces for the ad oining August Moon restaurant. The eastern side of the culvert corridor
appears to be on another old mill property, currently used by Component Enterprises as a warehouse.

Except for a run of about 250 feet, the stream is
carried within underground culverts below Main
Street, various properties along Arch Street, East
Penn Street and a manufacturing company along
Penn Street. The open area of the stream channel
is south of the municipal lot on Airy Street where
Saw Mill Run curves to the east before going back
underground below the wall of the Component
Enterprises manufacturing building, originally built
as a mill in the 1800s.The corridor of this open culvert is owned by Municipality of Norristown. The
open creek is mostly hidden from view but could
serve as an interpretive feature of the greenway if
an overlook were created along the back of a small
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Primary Greenway Trail Corridor Figure 27
shows the primary greenway path following the
Arch Street sidewalk (most likely the sidewalk on the
western side of the street) east of the municipal
complex since there are no opportunities in this
section to follow an above ground stream. The
suggested path would cross East Airy Street at the
traffic signal, and then continue down the sidewalk
on the western side of Arch to the intersection at
East Main. The trail would cross East Main, then og
east across the entrance of the August Moon parking area, then turn along the landscaped edge of
the open culvert to East Lafayette Street. The existing arborvitaes would be removed or relocated as
necessary and replaced with small shade trees as
feasible to create a pleasant although short greenway walk. This greenway trail would be an excellent opportunity to provide interpretive information
about urban storm water patterns and the history of
the Saw Mill Run. This section of the primary greenway trail would be entirely on public sidewalk with
the exception of a small part along the open culvert
near East Lafayette, which might re uire the cooperation of Component Enterprises.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways This
section suggests secondary connector paths along
Airy Street and Main Street, with a spur secondary
path crossing Airy Street to the municipal building at
an existing mid-block cross walk. A secondary path
is shown along several segments of the sidewalk
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ntersection of Arch and Air Streets
along the northern side of East Lafayette, with connecting secondary paths between Main and Lafayette along Walnut, Franklin, and Ford Streets.
These paths would all utilize public sidewalks.

A local connector is suggested between the East
Airy Street secondary connector and an interpretive
overlook at the rear edge of the municipal parking
lot. This would be on municipal property. This section of pathway could also offer an important connection between the redeveloped Lafayette Street
and the Schuylkill River trail with the businesses
along Main Street.

Greenway and Redevelopment Properties These
are outlined on the map in blue and are properties
that lie directly along the creek or are key properties
along the proposed primary greenway path. In this
section, August Moon and Component Enterprises
are considered key stakeholder properties due to

their proximity to the open culvert and the suggested primary greenway path. Several other properties along East Lafayette between the open culvert
and Walnut Street also lie along the suggested primary greenway path alignment. A variety of properties along both sides of Arch Street up to Airy are
included as stakeholders because they are either
situated on top of the creek or are located along
the primary greenway path alignment. The Component Enterprises property at Penn Street is not
only on top of the creek but is situated next to the
open culvert extending from Airy Street. This stakeholder area continues to the intersection of East Airy
and Green Streets.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway. Most
of the neighborhoods outlined in this section are
actually mixed-use areas, many with businesses on
the ground floor and living uarters above. Sidewalks in this section of downtown make many people here likely to use the greenway if it is delineated
and promoted effectively. Although somewhat
farther away from the downtown greenway area,
Sandy Hill Terrace should be engaged and informed as a way of involving older people in the
greenway initiative.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These are outlined in purple and represent
locations that might have employees that would
en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food
or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a
source of funding, in-kind support, or volunteer

A green parking lot at the orristown

unicipal uilding
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participation. There are many business and commercial properties in this area of downtown that are
not specifically delineated. During implementation
of this area of the Saw Mill Run Greenway, a thorough study would be needed to evaluate the many

Several institutional properties are outlined in pink.
Holy Savior Church at Walnut and Main is likely to
have members interested in the greenway initiative.
Holy Savior Club and Bocce League is a potential
destination and might participate in greenwaypromotion events. Centre Theater, located on Dekalb Street in the Arts Hill District, and Theater Horizon on East Penn Street are destinations that would
provide cultural activities within easy walking distance of the greenway.

EAST AIRY STREET TO MARTIN LU
T ER KING PARK
This section covers an interesting area of the Saw
Mill Run in which the stream completes its long
above-ground ourney and then begins its mostly
area. As with much of the corridor flowing through
the upstream areas of Norristown, the Saw Mill Run
in this section is completely contained within public
land. However, the stream is located on the surface for only a part of this section. Between East
Marshall Street and East Airy Street, the stream is

progress to the Schuylkill River, it appears at the
surface for only a few short stretches.

Since it is generally hidden, public awareness of the
lower portion of the Saw Mill Run is extremely low.

alker on a Si

ons Park rail

Aside from street-side storm water inlets, the only
clues to the presence of the stream are the few
open culvert locations which do not garner much
attention. Lack of visibility of the stream as it flows
pounds this lack of public awareness, and whether
on the surface or underground, the Saw Mill Run
can be described for the most part as a hidden
creek.

From Airy Street to Marshall Street, the stream is
contained in an underground channel under Marmunicipal hall parking lot, the municipal entrance
drive, and East Airy Street.

makes a sharp bend to the east toward Arch Street.
At this bend in the creek, a graveled slope permits
access to the stream itself, and from this viewpoint,
one can look upstream toward the historic bridge
pearance underground.

Si

ons Park is an activel used recreation area
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The Saw Mill Run crosses Arch Street under an historic stone arch bridge located midway between
Chestnut Street and Marshall Street and again is
contained in public land in a northeast-southwest
direction, with Simmons Park and basketball courts
on the northern side and the less actively used Simmons Grove on the southerly side. The stream here
is again within a ravine, with public access restricted
not only by steep slopes but also by a continuous
chain link fence along the top of both stream banks.
A paved walking path parallels the stream on the
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Simmons Park side, but fencing and overgrown
vegetation prevent any meaningful views into the
stream corridor. A hole in the fence near the bridge
on the southern side suggests that some people
have gained access to the ravine. Trash and debris
are particularly noticeable along this section, and
the continuous fence discourages the community
stream cleanup pro ects that tend to be popular in
other stream situations. A small streamside plateau
near the Arch Street end of the park seems to be an
opportunity to create a stream overlook. This would
be a positive amenity since the Simmons walking
path is a suggested alignment for the primary
greenway path.

At Oak Street, the stream passes under an old stone
arch bridge where a high parapet wall in poor condition of the bridge limits views down into the
stream corridor. By the time the Saw Mill Run reaches the MLK Playground area, it has passed along the
Skagg Cottman Park and near the MLK Memorial
amphitheater located behind the MLK Playground.
The stream here has emerged from a deep ravine at
Skagg Cottman and has entered a more open topography where only the eastern bank is steeply
sloped, and the western side of the creek has expanded into a broad level floodplain. The stream
here is shaded and pictures ue and is well-suited
for bird watching, nature study, and exploring.
Many people who visit the ad oining playground,
memorial, and picnic area are probably unaware of
the proximity of the creek and its scenic uality
visibility and physical access to the creek are limited
by overgrown vegetation lining the existing walking
path and a line of chain link fencing toward the Oak
Street frontage.

arshall Co

ons walking path

Primary Greenway Trail In this section, the recommended primary greenway trail alignment
comes down the eastern side of the Saw Mill Run
along MLK Park and then crosses over the Saw Mill
Run on the bridge with a sidewalk on the northern
edge of Oak Street. An alternate route would involve a bridge crossing of Saw Mill Run north of
Oak Street in the location suggested in the Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial, Scagg Cottman, and Simmons Park Master Plan performed in 2001. At the
entrance into the MLK parking area, the primary trail
would cross to the Simmons Park side and utilize
the existing paved walking trail parallel to the creek
to Arch Street. From there, it is suggested the trail
continue south along the Arch Street sidewalk to
East Marshall Street. At this intersection, the primary
trail could either continue down the sidewalk on
the eastern side of Arch Street or cross over Arch to
the use the sidewalk along the western side of Arch
Street. Since it is suggested that Arch Street be used
to accommodate the greenway trail in this area,
decisions about whether to use one particular side,
or even both, would be influenced by width and
condition of existing sidewalk, opportunities to add
trees or greenway-related artwork, etc. This primary
alignment would be entirely on public parkland or
public sidewalks.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways A
network of secondary greenway paths is suggested
for this section of the Saw Mill Run Greenway because this area represents a real convergence of
interesting parks, neighborhoods that surround the
parks, and a beautiful, potentially highly promotable
stream corridor that can be incorporated into the
parks. It is suggested that the Marshall Street Cross
Greenway Connector be extended to weave a
walking loop through Walnut Street Park and Sim-

Si
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mons Grove. A loop around the edge of Simmons
Park is also suggested. The secondary loop would
also incorporate Marshall Commons and the small
lawn area behind the public works garage. This
loop approach would give visitors an interesting
walk with an opportunity to en oy both the creek
and the various parks. The suggested secondary
paths would be entirely on public parkland or public sidewalks.

The Airy Street Cross Greenway Connector would
incorporate a secondary path to the municipal
building, at the end of which a greenway node
could be established in the small existing plaza.
Although the Saw Mill Run is an underground feature through the municipal complex, it is probably
not feasible to follow the route of the creek across
the large parking lot behind the building. The presence of the creek should be acknowledged and
celebrated in some other way such as a painted
stream corridor so visitors can visually follow the
course of the creek. A local connector loop is
shown utilizing the paved paths in the MLK memorial area and extending into the scenic flood plain on
the western side of the creek. This would be entirely on public parkland.

Greenway Properties Several properties that lie
directly along the creek or are key properties along
the proposed primary greenway path are outlined
in blue on Figure 28. In this section, various clusters of residences along the creek or the greenway
path alignments are suggested as the key stakeholders. These residents can be engaged as the stream
and greenway trail stewards.

Aerial i age of the section of Saw

ill Run fro
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Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway. In
general, these predominately row home neighborhoods are clustered around Marshall Commons and
Simmons Park and around Moore, Walnut, Chestnut, and Violet Streets.

Commercial and Institutional Properties These
commercial properties are outlined in purple and
represent locations that might have employees that
would en oy the greenway, provide a destination
for food or entertainment for greenway users, or
might be a source of funding, in-kind support, or
volunteer participation. There do not seem to be
significant business locations in this section of the
greenway although it will be important to identify
the corner stores scattered throughout the surrounding area.

The institutional properties are outlined in pink.
Developmental Enterprises on East Airy Street may
have clients with learning or physical challenges
that could benefit from greenway-related programs.
Members at the Islamic Society on Green Street and
the First Presbyterian Church at Airy and Dekalb
may have members who will be interested in supporting or visiting the greenway.

MARTIN LUT ER KING R PARK TO
LUE MEA OW PARK
This section covers an the area of the Saw Mill Run
corridor between East Fornance Street and the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Park north of East

L Park to Fornance Street
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View along asin Street to Scagg Cott an Park
Oak Street. Above Fornance Street, the stream has
been significantly altered from its natural corridor as
the result of a ma or flood-control pro ect completed
in the 1970s. Upon crossing under Fornance
Street, the stream returns to its more traditional forested corridor, although for the first part of its ourney through this section, it flows between two very
industrial sites the Morello scrap yard on the western bank and the Bambi brick and building materials
supply yard on the eastern bank. These businesses
have been active along the creek for a number of
years, and this is one of the relatively rare areas in
the upper part of the proposed Saw Mill Run greenway corridor where the stream is not contained at
least on one side with public land. The stream here
is bounded by steep banks, and the effect, if any, of
the abutting industrial uses has not yet been fully
researched.

After passing between the Morello and Bambi properties, the stream enters a long corridor of public
Mill Open Space, where the eastern stream bank
becomes more gradual and is contained in a forested flood plain with large sycamores overhanging
the water. The Blue Mill property was once a textile
mill, and remnants of the original mill race can be
seen along the back of the open space, where a
shallow pond and swampy area provide a small but
interesting wetland habitat. The mill race turns
north along a narrow thumb that connects the
open space to Fornance Street and along which the
primary greenway path is suggested to be located.
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The wooded edge of Regina Nursing Center abuts
this narrow mill race corridor and provides an important buffer between the open space and the
large institutional building that ad oins it on the
east. Gravel walking paths and a number of shade
trees have been installed in the central portion of
the open space. The stream leaves the Blue Mill site
by passing under East Basin Street the bridge here
affords scenic views up and down the stream corridor.

South of Basin Street, the Saw Mill Run flows
through a fairly deep ravine along the edge of Norplaying field and small playground are located at
the corner of East Basin and Violet Streets. Atop the
western bank is a row of townhouses whose backyards which directly abut the steeply sloped municipal parkland. Although the stream here, as with
the Blue Mill Open Space, is contained within public
land, neither park provides public access to the
actual stream corridor, and dense vegetation blocks
any views of the stream itself.

Downstream of Skagg Cottman, the stream is bordered on the east by a fairly broad swampy flood
plain, most of which is owned by Norristown. Toward Violet Street, which runs parallel to the stream
in this location, the land begins to rise more steeply.
Storm water runoff from ad oining neighborhoods
appears to drain into this low area, and a small
undeveloped privately owned parcel protrudes into
the hillside from Violet Street. On the west, a pri-
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Children viewing Saw

ill Run fro

asin Street

vately owned property has created a steeply sloped
plateau from years of dumping and storing fill materials. This slope now directly abuts the creek and
creates a topography that precludes the possibility
of a continuous walking path along the western
side of the creek. Downstream of this private property, the Saw Mill Run is again fully contained within
public land. Here, the stream is uite close to the
MLK Memorial and its small amphitheater, walking
paths, and ad oining playground however, it is
practically invisible due to overgrown vegetation.
Although potentially accessible to park users bestream corridor here appears to receive little public
use. This is one of the loveliest, most natural seeming locations along the Saw Mill Run, and it presents a wealth of opportunities for nature study,
environmental education, and scenic en oyment.

Primary Greenway Trail As illustrated by a red line
on the Figure 29, this section shows the suggested
primary greenway trail heading upstream coming
from East Oak Street along the eastern side of the
creek, with alignment to be refined depending upon topography and presence of wetland and drainage channels. The alternative alignment suggested
in past park master planning for this area includes a
primary trail branching from the loop trail system in
the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Park near the
western side of the creek heading east with a pedestrian bridge over Saw Mill Run to connect to the
trail along the eastern side. Approaching Skagg
Cottman, the trail would run diagonally up the

follow the edge of the playing field along the
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wooded stream bank, cross Basin Street and continue along the wooded edge of Blue Mill Park. At the
end of the Blue Mill Park property, the primary trail
would follow the boundary line between the Blue
Mill Park and the Bambi property to the old mill
race, where the trail would turn northward to Fornance Street. Crossing Fornance Street might be
best accomplished with a signed mid-block crossing
at the driveway entrance into the Regina Center
turns off Fornance Street.

This section of the primary greenway trail would
provide a scenic experience but would be challenging to develop because of steep slopes and wet
areas. Special attention would need to be given to
creating a trail that is comfortable and accessible for
as many people as possible to conserve sensitive
environmental resources. It would appear that
boardwalks might be re uired in some areas.
With the significance of the potential historic significance of this trail as a slave freedom route, the trail
system should be provided with appropriate historic
interpretative signage and a name such as the Saw
Mill Run Freedom Trail.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways A
secondary greenway path in the form of a Cross
Greenway Connector is suggested going west
along East Basin as far as Arch Street, then turning
south on Arch to East Elm Street, and then turning
west again on East Elm, which would connect visitors to the Stony Creek Greenway path at the intersection of West Elm Street and Markley Street. This
connector would utilize existing sidewalks and
would link both greenways to the Norristown Li-
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the creek or are key properties along the proposed
primary greenway path. In this section, the Morello
and Bambi industrial properties (also mentioned in
the ad oining section) are key greenway stakeholders dues to their location on the creek and significance as potential stream stewards. An ad oining
residence owned by Morello is also located along
the creek. The Regina Nursing Center and the
Bambi residential property both located on Fornance Street, bracket the mill race and are located
directly along the proposed primary greenway path
alignment. The Mt. Pisgah Lodge on East Basin
Street sits very close to the stream and may be enlisted as a partner in curbing the accumulation of
debris along the creek in that location. A line of
townhouses running along Walnut Street south of
Basin Street is located atop the steep stream banks.

Ebene er

ethodist Church at Arch and Spruce Streets

brary. A secondary greenway path is shown entering Skagg Cottman from Violet Street approximately
across from East Elm Street and continuing along
the wooded edge of the playing field to oin the
primary greenway path. Another secondary path
would give access to the level flood plain along MLK
Park by utilizing portions of the existing paved walking path and extending from this path to follow,
and in some cases, give access to, the creek. Both
of these suggested secondary paths would be entirely on public land. Are there any unforeseen issues with opening up this section of MLK to public
use

Greenway Properties These are outlined on the
map in blue and are properties that lie directly along

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway. In
this section, suggested greenway neighborhoods
are located along Arch Street south of East Elm and
along Green Valley Road on both sides of Basin. In
the eastern part of this section, suggested greenway neighborhoods are clustered between Violet,
East Basin, Tremont, and East Oak Streets.

Commercial and Institutional Properties These
are outlined in purple and represent locations that
might have employees that would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a source of
funding, in-kind support, or volunteer participation.
Aside from the Morello and Bambi business, which
are already identified as greenway stakeholder
properties, there are no other commercial or industrial properties identified in this section.

Institutional properties are outlined in pink. These
may have members or program participants that
would benefit from proximity to the greenway and
could help design programs and promote events.
In this section, there are a number of such properties within or nearby to the greenway corridor. The
Mt. Pisgah Lodge, ad oining the Blue Mill Open
Space on East Basin, is already identified as a stakeholder however, its membership may be interested
in sponsoring greenway stewardship pro ects, and
along with various nearby churches, may present

Engro Park walking trail s ste
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an opportunity to engage the interest of the African
-American community and other local community
interest groups. Churches within or near to the
scope of this greenway pro ect are Deliverance
Evangelical Temple on Green Street, Ebeneezer
Baptist on East Elm, Church of God on East Wood,
Christian Community Baptist on Thomas Street, and
Seventh Day Adventist on East Basin. Norristown
Catholic War Vet head uarters is on Tremont Street.
Important community-based nodes that are involved especially with children are George Washington Carver Community Center and Pool located
at Arch and East Jacoby Streets and the Montgomery County OIC located at East Spruce and Arch
Streets.

LUE MEA OW TO ARTAS

PARK

This section covers the stream corridor between
East Fornance Street and the upper field of Bartasch
Park. The Saw Mill Run here has undergone striking
changes since the 1970s, when a previously rural
(albeit flood-prone) stream on the outskirts of Norristown was reconfigured due to a massive floodcontrol structure. After flowing downstream under
a pedestrian bridge that links Hancock School to
Bartasch Park, the stream all but disappears in a
narrow fringe of trees and shrubs that separates the
more active area of the park from a high berm constructed to retain flood waters. Midway along this
berm, the Saw Mill Run makes an abrupt curve toward the west where it runs under the base of the
berm through a caged culvert, emerging on the
lower side of the berm as a straight channel toward
East Fornance Street. Once having crossed under

Saw
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Fornance Street, the stream assumes its more natural course and is discussed in more detail under an
ad oining section.

The storm water berm itself begins on school district
property near the corner of Hancock Elementary
height so that it is approximately 30 feet high by the
time it reaches the land owned by the state. Running approximately north-south diagonally across
the state property, the berm ends near Fornance
Street at a concrete dam intended to serve as an
emergency spillway should flood waters threaten to
overtop the berm. Under normal water flow situations, the broad flood plain occupying the corner of
Fornance and Green Valley Road is a dry area
throughout which the stream flows as a narrow
corridor. A riparian planting pro ect several years
ago added a number of trees and shrubs to this
open flood plain area. Although there is no formal
access to the top of the berm, the level berm top
seems to be a popular walking spot for sightseers
and dog walkers. Unfortunately the concrete dam
face attracts graffiti, and the caged culvert entrance
at the foot of the upstream berm slope collects a
good deal of trash and debris.

Behind the berm a long narrow area between the
stream and the base of the berm remains unvegetated and appears to be used for storage of woody
materials. This area appears to have been filled and
leveled with soil pushed toward the edge of the
stream. An access ramp to the creek has been created near the gated culvert, and a similar access
ramp has been created midway along the stream
this is mirrored by a similar access ramp on the op-

artasch Park Soccer Field
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Aerial of the Saw

ill Run Flood Control asin

posite side of the creek. As the Saw Mill Run bends
toward the berm, a tributary enters from the east.
Aerial maps suggest that this tributary is an accumulation of various drainage channels that receive water into a broad dish-shaped portion of the state
land in which a pond and surrounding low
swampy area are bordered by steeper slopes near
the edges of Fornance and Tremont Streets. The
Riccioli property, abutting the state land near the
Carmen Drive neighborhood drains into this naturalized section and should be reviewed to determine
whether buffering is necessary to protect the state
land from runoff due to construction activity on that
site. Drainage channels and overgrown vegetation
make this area relatively inaccessible however, it
seems likely to be excellent bird habitat and an opportunity for nature study and environmental education.

Norristown has an agreement for use of a portion
of the state land as Bartasch Park. The activity area
of Bartasch Park is concentrated along Linda Lane
and includes a soccer field, some play e uipment, a
picnic table, a shed building no longer in use, and

these park facilities, there is no evidence of formalized use of the stream for fishing, bird watching, or
scenic en oyment. The stream banks are generally
eroded, and a large infestation of Japanese Knotweed is taking hold along the stream bank below
the pedestrian bridge.

Hancock Elementary School, overlooking the western edge of the Saw Mill Run, was built in 1962 and
accommodates about 400 students, grades one
through four, most of whom are within walking
distance. The proximity to the stream corridor and
the convenience of well-planned greenway trails
may provide an incentive to utilize the greenway
corridor as an outdoor environmental education
close to the end of the storm water berm where the
primary greenway path alignment is suggested for
consideration. Careful coordination with the School
Administration and Parent-Faculty Club would be
advisable to ensure that the greenway alignment

Saw

A very small club-shaped parcel near the pedestrian
path from Hancock School was apparently retained
by the Redevelopment Authority when it conveyed
land to the state for the storm water pro ect. This
parcel does not appear to have any separate use.

ill Run asin da
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Primary Greenway Trail Figure 30 shows the
primary greenway trail in red crossing East Fornance Street from the Blue Mill open space then
using the sidewalk in a westerly direction before
turning up Green Valley Road. The trail could continue along the unopened part of Green Valley to
the School District property or it could meander to
the same point across the state land. In either case,
the path would need to go around the end of the
berm on the school property before returning to
the area licensed by Norristown and utilizing the
existing pedestrian path. Since the end portion of
the storm water berm is on the school property, trail
easements would be needed from the Norristown
Area School District.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways A
secondary greenway path is shown going eastward
along the East Fornance Street sidewalk and northward part way along Tremont Street, where it
would give access to some local greenway paths
through the undeveloped portion of the state property. Additional secondary paths are shown around
the edges of both field areas at Bartasch Park. A
secondary path is also shown along the top of the
berm to an overlook above the spillway. This would
make a wonderful greenway feature since the berm
storm water interpretive opportunity.

Local connectors are shown along Walnut Street
and East Freedley Street into the school property.
Other local connectors are shown along the western side of the creek and throughout the pond
area. The location of these would be ad usted to
correspond to topography and existing vegetation.

Pedestrian bridge in artasch Park
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Greenway Properties These are outlined on Figure 30 in blue and are properties that lie directly
along the creek or are key properties along the
proposed primary greenway path. For the State
Stormwater-Bartasch section, these generally correspond to those properties along the creek or along
the currently suggested primary greenway path
alignment. The significant greenway property in
this section is the flood control basin owned by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as described
above.

On the east side of the creek, significant greenway
properties include twin houses on High Street and
Linda Lane as well as the Riccioli property, which
drains into the state land. On the west side of the
creek, these stakeholder properties include Hancock
Elementary School, the small Redevelopment Authority parcel, and houses and the Korkus property
along Green Valley Road. These also include the
line of townhouses along East Brown Street leading
down to the Hancock School since this road would
likely be a popular access corridor to the greenway.

Across Fornance Street, the Morello Scrapyard and
the Bambi construction materials yard are key stakeholders since their cooperation with buffering and
stewardship along the creek would be essential.
The impact on the creek, if any, of their industrial
uses is currently undefined however, this type of
use has the potential to have adverse impacts on
the creek and also to create a vastly improved
stream buffer if the businesses become involved as
greenway partners.
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from headwaters at the border of Whitpain and
Plymouth Townships, flows through Plymouth
Township neighborhoods and its Bicentennial Park,
passes under New Hope Street into East Norriton,
and crosses a corner of East Norriton in order to
reach the Norristown border at Johnson Highway.
Located along the Saw Mill Run on the East Norriton side of Johnson Highway, an East Norriton
Township sewage pumping station has been enlarged in capacity in response to previous overflows
during heavy storm events.

Linda Lane at artasch Park
Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined on
Figure 30 in yellow and are various neighborhoods
or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to en oy
and be potential volunteers for the greenway. On
the east side of the creek, these include the multistreet neighborhood of twins in the area around
Linda Lane, Tremont Street, and Roberts Street as
well as some residences along Tremont Street and
Carmen Way near Fornance Street. On the west
side of the creek, these include residences along
Walnut Street and Arch Street as well as an apartment complex along Arch Street.

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties Commercial properties are outlined in purple
and represent locations that might have employees
that would en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food or entertainment for greenway users,
or might be a source of funding, in-kind support, or
volunteer participation. Genuardi Greenhouses is
shown as a commercial hub since it might be a
destination for greenway visitors and might also be
a source of financial or in-kind support.

The Church of God on the corner of Green Valley
and East Wood outlined on the map in pink may
have a congregation or programs that would relate
well to the greenway.

NORRIS

ILLS NEIG

OR OO

Proceeding upstream, this section is the last portion
of the proposed Saw Mill Run Greenway that is located within the boundaries of Norristown. Upstream of Norristown, the Saw Mill Run emerges
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Once in Norristown, the stream begins its downstream flow in a southwesterly direction through a
ravine bounded on each side by steep slopes. A
line of garden apartment buildings line the top of
the slope on the eastern edge, while the western
edge is crowned by the storage yard of a landscape services company and the close-packed
townhouses of a condominium community. After a
distance of about 950 feet, the stream turns in a
slightly more southerly direction, along which continuing steep slopes on the eastern edge are
topped with a line of twin houses built in the
1960s. These houses and the ad oining apartments
form the edge of a large neighborhood of similar
residences that extends all the way to New Hope
Street. Across the stream in that area, the banks are
more gradual and lead up to another neighborhood of twin houses located on cul-de-sacs along
Arch Street.

The stream emerges into state owned land at a
point approximately even with Roberts Street. This
marks a change in the character of the stream corridor. On the eastern side of the stream, the steep
slopes continue on for only a short distance before
giving way to a broad open valley, much of which
is used by Norristown as its Bartasch Park. On the
western side of the stream, much more gradual
stream banks blend into a wet meadow and
swampy area, with overlooking garden apartment
buildings set uite a distance back from the stream
corridor. In this location, the stream becomes meandering, with a flow pattern that shifts in location
as the flood plain receives and releases storm water. From a point beginning approximately even
with the end of Brown Street, the Saw Mill Run
corridor downstream has been significantly regraded, with a massive berm that guides and restricts
the flow of storm water toward an e ually massive
storm water dam located downstream at Fornance

STONY CREEK/ SAW MILL RUN GREENWAYY CHAPTER 7
A paved path with pedestrian bridge over the Saw
Mill Run links Hancock School with Bartasch Park
and provides nearby students with a safe route to
school. The bridge structure is apparently sub ect
to damage during ma or floods and has recently
been fortified with gabion walls. Flooding at this
location may be exacerbated by runoff down a
deeply eroded drainage channel that appears to
convey stormwater from inlets in the Roberts Park
neighborhood that ad oins Bartasch Park. This

Saw

path, both of which separate the soccer field and
playground portion of Bartasch Park from the less
improved open field located in the northern part of
the park.

ill Run south of ohnson Highwa
Street.

Because of very steep slopes, private property, and
buildings that block views, the Saw Mill Run in the
Norris Hills area has very little visibility and even less
public access. Although Norristown owns a slender
strip of the stream corridor running along a portion
of the Kenrick Hills neighborhood, ad oining strips
of the corridor upstream and downstream are
owned by separate private property owners. Intermittent viewpoints located on the eastern side of
the stream along the back of the Norris Hills Apartments show a shaded, gravel-bottomed stream set
well below backyard grade, serene and peaceful,
with enough flanking trees to attract a variety of
songbirds. Views into the creek from the Johnson
Highway bridge show that outflow from stormwater culverts erodes the banks, and litter tends to
accumulate. On the western side of the stream,
various residents of the Kenrick Hills neighborhood
have constructed personal stairs that lead down the
steep banks from their own backyards into the
streamside land owned by Norristown. In the wet
meadow area upstream from the Hancock School,
the very gentle flood plain of the state-owned land
could provide easy access to the creek corridor but
overgrown stream banks block visibility and discourage public access. At the lower end of the wet
meadow, a large stand of swamp vegetation appears to interrupt any connection between this
meadow and more open parkland near Hancock
School on closer inspection, however, it appears
that these two areas could easily be linked by a
path/boardwalk along the edge of the swampy
area.

109

Primary Greenway Trail The suggested primary
greenway trail within Norristown (shown in red on
Figure 31) utilizes public land and public sidewalks
for the entire alignment. From the flood control
basin, the trail would cross the Saw Mill Run on the
pedestrian bridge between Hancock School and
Bartasch Park. At the entrance to the Bartasch
and continue along the edge of the field and along
a public right-of-way to Roberts Street. The trail
would then turn toward the creek along the Roberts Street sidewalk, turn along Glenn Valley Drive,
and proceed along the North Hills Drive sidewalk to
Johnson Highway. The trail would use the existing
crosswalk over Johnson Highway to the sidewalk in

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways Potential secondary greenway path routes, shown in
wide orange in Figure 31 are suggested as an alter-

Pedestrian crossing on ohnson Highwa
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native route around the upper meadow at Bartasch
Park (that alignment would re uire the cooperation
of the private landowner located between the field
and the end of Roberts Road at Glenn Valley Road)
and as a route through the wet meadow between
Brown Street and the end of Dartmouth Drive (this
appears to be entirely on public land as long as the
State agrees to that use of its property.) An additional secondary greenway path is shown as the
Brown Street Cross Greenway Connector that
would link the proposed Stony Creek primary greenway path with the similar path proposed along the
Saw Mill Run.

Local greenway paths on this section map (shown
in narrow orange on Figure 31) include the beginning of a pathway along the eastern edge of the
Bartasch soccer field (public land) and the beginning of a berm-top path between Hancock School
and a dam overlook (would re uire the cooperation
of both the state and the school district.

Greenway Properties These are outlined on Figure 31 in blue and are properties that lie directly
along the creek or are key properties along the proposed primary greenway path. In this section,
greenway stakeholders include the portions of the
Norris Hills Apartments and the twin residences
located along North Hills Drive and segments of
Glenn Valley Drive, Roberts Street, and High Street.
All are involved as stakeholders because of the suggested alignment of the primary greenway path,
and the cooperation of property owners along the
stream will be important in increasing the level of
stewardship within the stream corridor. Across the

enrick Hills Condo iniu s

streamside parcel are stakeholder properties as are
some residential properties along Dartmouth Drive
cock School property will also be a stakeholder for
the section of the primary greenway path illustrated
on an ad oining section map.

Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined
on Figure 31 in yellow and are various neighborhoods or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to
en oy and be potential volunteers for the greenway. This section includes various apartment complexes along Arch Street, the remainder of the
neighborhood of twins clustered around Dartmouth Drive, the Kenrick Hills Condominium neighborhood, and the large neighborhood of twins and
apartments located in the Norris Hills and Roberts
Park neighborhoods. All of the neighborhoods
listed above are within easy reach via sidewalk of
the future greenway corridor

Significant Commercial and Institutional Properties These are outlined in purple and represent
locations that might have employees that would
en oy the greenway, provide a destination for food
or entertainment for greenway users, or might be a
source of funding, in-kind support, or volunteer
participation. This map shows a small shopping
area at Zummo Way (destination for ice cream), the
Tomasco Landscaping Company along Johnson
Highway (potential assistance with greenway construction pro ects), and the larger shopping center
at the corner of Johnson Highway and New Hope
Street (destination for food and refreshments.)

Roberts Park neighborhood
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In addition to being a greenway stakeholder because of the proposed greenway trail, Hancock
School is an important greenway node because of
potential greenway pro ects and educational programs that students, their parents, and their teachers might wish to support.

O NSON
PARK

IG WAY TO PLYMOUT

The Saw Mill Run passes under Johnson Highway to
into East Norriton Township. The Saw Mill Run Sewage Pump Station is located on the east side of the
creek along the edge of the bridge. The creek
flows generally northward through a wooded corridor nearly half mile to New Hope Street. The
stream is only accessible in this section through private property even though East Norriton Township
owns some stream corridor properties. The western
side of the creek is the Rahway community and the
eastern portion contains catholic church property
and an assisted living facility.
Primary Greenway Trail The primary trail shown
in red on Figure 32 could be constructed along
either side of the stream from Johnson Street to
New Hope Street. Both trail alternatives would
involve the cooperation of one or more private
landowners. Whether one alternative or both
would be considered most feasible would depend
property owners to obtain open space along the
western side of the Saw Mill Run.

Secondary Greenway Connector Pathways Secondary greenway pathways could be developed

Rahwa Co

unit across ohnson Highwa
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along any of the dead end streets in the Rahway
community to provide access to the Saw Mill Run.

Greenway Properties These are outlined on Figure 32 in blue and are properties that lie directly
along the creek or are key properties along the
proposed primary greenway path. This large pump
station is run by the East Norriton Plymouth Whitpain Sewer Authority. Over the past years it has
undergone numerous expansions and upgrades to
ensure its future operation. Odor management of
the facility has been performed to reduce its impact
on the surrounding community.
Greenway Neighborhoods These are outlined
on the map in yellow and are various neighborhoods or parts of neighborhoods that seem likely to
en oy and be potential volunteers for the greenway. On the western side of the stream, the trail
would extend through several private properties on
individual lots within the Rahway community.
Some of these lots along the creek have been acuired by East Norriton Township through the
County Treasurers office since the owners have no
longer paid taxes on them. Trail easements would
need to be ac uired on other lots.
Significant Business or Institutional Properties

ry elementary school at 351 E. Johnson Highway
are all shown in the map in pink. Also on the eastern side north of the church is the Brandywine Senior Living Suites, assisted living facility.
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Accessible fishing during the SCA fishing derb

FIS ING ALONG T E
CREEKS
The greenway provides a great opportunity to enhance fishing along the Stony Creek and possibly
introduce it to portions of the Saw Mill Run. Having
a safe local fishing location for Norristown community will enable residents to have hours of available
leisure opportunities close to their homes. Since
forming, the Stony Creek Anglers (SCA) have been
very successful in enhancing the fishing in Stony
Creek as a Pennsylvania trout stocked fishery. SCA
holds trout tournaments as well as an annual creek
cleanup (the 2015 clean up was the 30th consecutive year). During their tournaments and events,
special attention is made to youth and handicapped
participation. Most of the fishing along Stony Creek

occurs within the Norristown Farm Park, yet other
possible fishing locations could be established further down stream including areas near Elm Street,
Marshall Street, Airy Street, and Main Street.

IR WATC ING ALONG
T E GREENWAY
Bird watching is one of the most popular leisure
activities comprising about 20 of the US population. Generally bird watching is more popular
among older people (the average age for a bird
watcher is 53), yet youths participate. Bird watching by youth can be an important lifelong environmental experience. Due to their availability
throughout our county, birds are a useful tool

Clean up progra s can ake a big difference in both people and the environ ent
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for youth environmental education to cultivate
awareness of environmental issues. By observing
birds, youths can build respect for nature and gain
a realization of the fragility of ecosystems. The Farm
Park has a significant bird watching infrastructure
with a bird blind, trails through prime bird watching
areas and bird houses to attract various bird species.
The Montgomery County Parks, Trails and Historic
Sites Division offers environmental education programs that focus on birds within the Norristown
Farm Park. Groups such as the Audubon Society
offer additional opportunities for new birders. Also,
the Norristown Farm Park is listed as a birding hot
spot on the internet so that amateur birders can
record their siting s and communicate with other
birders.

REVITALI ATION
Portions of the greenway have potential for revitalization. As the linkages recommendation section
points out, there are areas within the lower portions
of the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run which have
infrastructure in place and offer uni ue character
being sought out by younger residents and consumers. Along the Stony Creek from Main Street to
Elm Street, several properties that are currently vacant or underutilized that could be converted to
residential, office or retail use. With the availability
of the train stations at Main Street and Elm Street,
this whole steam corridor offers transit accessibility.
Further, the improvements along Markley Street add
value to these properties for either residential or

nlet arkers can re ind people of the connection between
the urban environ ent and the strea s
commercial purposes. Specific properties include
the Stony Creek Office Center (former brewery),
400 Markley Street lot, Times Herald Building, Storage Facilities on Astor Street, and old industrial sites,
vacant vehicle storage areas near the Elm Street
Station, industrial properties near Sterigere and
Standbridge Streets, and properties along East
Washington fronting on the Schuylkill River between DeKalb Pike and the Saw Mill Run. All revitalization and redevelopment pro ects should be performed in a way that enhances the overall greenway.

Creek awareness is i portant in building support for watershed protection
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addition to the School district, other educational
partners including the Montgomery County Parks
Department, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, and Stony Creek Anglers Association.
Events could include different volunteer pro ects
such as tree planting activities or could be various
types of celebratory events that introduce the
greenway to a broad audience.
Simple creek signs posted at bridge crossings of
both the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run may foster
awareness and recognition of the existence of the
creek as an important community asset. This effort
should be coordinated with PennDot on state road
bridge crossings.

Educational posters can infor people of all ages

E UCATION

CREEK AWARENESS
Recognition of the presence of a resource is the first
step toward developing an appreciation of it and
connection to it. Sometimes ust knowing the
name of the creek can be the start in understanding
it and appreciating it.
Creek awareness can be fostered by education programs, community events, and signage.
A variety of public education programs designed for
people of all ages could be offered. Specific examples of education programs that could be offered
through the school district are provided below. In

Co

unit planting progra s help build a co
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Schools in the watershed can align their education
with the opportunities found right along the creeks.
Specific educational activities in arts, history, science
and creative writing could use the watershed and
greenway as a source of knowledge and inspiration.
Science programs could stress the relationship between the stream and surrounding land that drains
into. Children could perform a uatic micro-biotic
surveys in the Stony Creek ad oining the High
School, East Norriton Middle School, Eisenhower
Middle School, and Whitehall Elementary School.
Specific stream stations could be established and
maintained by successive classes in these areas to

it ent to nature
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monitor water uality trends
The history of the area along the greenway could
reinforce lessons learned from text books. For example, it is widely thoughts that the Saw Mill Run
was used by fugitive slaves traveling along the Underground Railroad. Slaves would use the stream
corridor at night to travel between the Friends
Meeting House on Jacoby Street in Norristown up
towards Germantown Pike and eventually the
Friends Meeting House in Plymouth Meeting. Additionally, Norristown s first black neighborhood, originally called the Hollow, and Norristown s first black
church, New Hope Baptist Church were located
along the Saw Mill Run.
Art pro ects could be inspired by the creek and surrounding views along it. Media including painting,
photography, video could be used.
Creative writing could also draw inspiration from
the greenway. Stories, poems, ournals, news reports and essays could be written by students and
submitted for critical review in writing contests focusing on the greenway.

Live stakes used to establish a riparian area

Education about the environment can also occur
when people are outdoors and in motion. Trails
can be great places for children to learn and recover from a common nature deficit disorder that limits
appreciation of the environment. As people become more dependent upon technology, they separate further from the simplicity of natural experiences. Having the basic access that draws people outside is very important . Trails are those fundamental
transformers that take people to different natural
environments. Once people, particularly children,
are out on trails they can be introduced to the natural world around them through signage along trails.

STREAM RESTORATION
Significant stream corridor restoration has been undertaken within the farm Park. These pro ects
should be carefully monitored for success. Also,
they should be used as demonstration areas to
show how to successfully restore streams. Yet,
there are opportunities to incorporate natural
stream restoration in several locations along the
Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run. Additional pro ects
should be pursued to not only restore the watershed, but also to involve large groups of volunteers
in the greenway. Restoration activities can include
tree canopy ordinances to promote tree planting as
part of new developments and stream corridor

ioswale at the Einstein Hospital ca pus
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planting pro ects involving volunteers.

GREEN AN SUSTAINA
LE INFRASTRUCTURE
A few green and sustainable elements have been
incorporated into development pro ects or are being planned within the Saw Mill Run and Stony
Creek watersheds. The Einstein Hospital campus
contains a successful green stormwater management systems that utilizes rain gardens and bioswales. Rain gardens are being planned along sections of the Lafayette Street pro ect.
Several very visible and significant parking lots in the
greenway have the potential to be retrofited into
green and sustainable parking lots to not only reduce their impact on the stream, but to also serve as
educational examples for smart green and sustainable infrastructure. Potential public parking lots suitable for retrofitting in the greenway include Norristown High School, Central Montgomery County
Votech, Elmwood Zoo, 400 Markley Street, and
SEPTA train stations.
Other types of green infrastructure improvements
such as green streets, various types of green stormwater infrastructure in new development and naturalized landscapes within public properties should
be provided throughout the two watersheds. The
cumulative impact of all of these improvements will
provide enhanced water uality protection in both
creeks.

LAN

PROTECTION

For people to care about land and conservation
issues, they need to experience the land first. Trails
are often the starting point for land conservation.
With urban land, it is important to be careful about
how conservation is done and at what levels. Trails
and greenways in urban settings are green infrastructure. Land protection could occur through
land ac uisition in fee title or through easements.
Also, land protection could be achieved through
development ordinances that restricts activities in
areas where damage to streams would result.
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CHAPTER 8
IMPLEMENTATION

ACKGROUN
Implementation is perhaps the most important part of any plan. Having identified and examined important actions needed to establish a greenway on the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run, a timeframe for
implementation is established here to guide Norristown and various partners in undertaking these actions.
Near term actions are pro ects that could be readily undertaken, while longer term priorities will build upon these earlier efforts, and will be implemented within the next five to ten years (2009-2014) and beyond.

IMPLEMENTATION
MATRI

RESPONSI ILITY

Figure 33 lists each key recommendation that has
been described in this plan along with goals and
ob ectives achieved, method of implementation,
responsible party, potential funding source, and
priority. This matrix will serve as the action plan
for the greenway.
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For each proposed action, primary responsibility is
proposed among various groups that appear most
suited for carrying out the appropriate actions.
Generally the responsible party is the organization
that currently owns the property associated with
the action or has a previous stake in the proposed
action. Certainly, there are other individuals or
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organizations which will likely assist the group
with the primary responsibility.

PRIORITY CATEGORIES
Short term priority pro ects should be implemented
within the next Five years ( 2015-2020). Intermediate-Term Priority pro ects, programs and policies
should be completed in five to ten years (20202025), and Long Term Priority pro ects, programs
and policies should be implemented beyond
2025.

FUN ING SOURCES
In addition to the funds allocated through the
local sources including general revenue funds,
bond issues, and donations (of cash, materials,
and/or labor), other funding sources may be appropriate for greenway pro ects. These

which revitalization funds may flow to implement
the recommendations described in this open
space plan.

x

Program (CDBG) - Provides grant assistance
and technical assistance to aid communities in
their community and economic development
efforts.

x

x

there are several assistance and grant programs
available to Pennsylvania municipalities. Often,
local economic and community revitalization efforts are supported by the implementation of
green infrastructure and open space plans. Below
is a list of programs offered by DCED through
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Main Street Program - This program provides
assistance for revitalization planning and pro ects.

x

Elm Street Program - Grant funds for planning, technical assistance and physical improvements to residential and mixed use areas in proximity to central business districts.

x

Industrial Sites Reuse Program - Grant and
low-interest loan financing to perform environmental site assessment and remediation
work at former industrial sites.

PENNSYLVANIA ISTORICAL
MUSEUM COMMISSION P MC
Many communities value their historic resources
and work to preserve them for future generations.
These resources can then be integrated into the
open space network and cultural amenities of that
community to enhance local image and aesthetics.
The PHMC offers several programs that aid municipalities in these efforts.

x

Certified Local Government Grant

Pro-

gram - Provides funding for cultural resource
surveys, national register nominations, technical and planning assistance, educational
and interpretive programs, staffing and training, and pooling CLG grants and third party
administration

PENNSYLVANIA EPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY ECONOMIC EVEL
OPMENT CE
nesses and communities to succeed and thrive in a
global economy, thereby enabling Pennsylvanians

Community Revitalization Program (CR) Provides grant funds to support local initiatives
that promote the stability of communities.

PENNSYLVANIA EPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION AN NATURAL RE
SOURCES COMMUNITY CONSERVA
TION PARTNERS IP PROGRAM
Grants from DCNR are available to municipalities
and authorized non-profit organizations for recreation, park, trail and conservation pro ects. These
include planning for feasibility studies, trail studies,
conservation plans, master site development plans,
and comprehensive recreation, park and open
space and greenway plans ac uisition of land for
active or passive park, trail and conservation purposes and new development and rehabilitation of
parks, trails and recreation facilities. Most pro ects
re uire a 50 match, which can include a combination of Cash and/or Non-Cash values.

Community Development Block Grant

x

Keystone Historic Preservation Grant Program Provides funding for preservation,
restoration, and rehabilitation.

x

Pennsylvania History and Museum Grant
Program - Funding under this program is
designated to support a wide variety of museum, history, archives and historic preservation
pro ects, as well as nonprofit organizations
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Figure
ple entation

atrix

Recommendations

Goal
Achieved

Method of Implementation

Responsible
Party

Potential
Funding
Source

Priority

Construct trail along Stony Creek
from Markley Street to Sterigere
Street

4

Trail Construction

Mun

DCNR, CDBG,
PennDOT

Short-Term

Construct trail with a bridge
along Stony Creek through
Elmwood Park from Sterigere
Street to Castner House in the

4

Trail Construction

Mun, MC

DCNR, CDBG,
PennDOT

Short-Term

Construct trail along Kepner Run
through the Norristown High
School Property

4

Trail Construction

Mun, NASD

DCNR, CDBG,
PennDOT

Intermediate

Construct trail connection and
greenway along Saw Mill Run
from Lafayette Street to Main

4

Trail Construction

Mun

DCNR, CDBG,
PennDOT,
DCED

Short-term

4

Trail Construction

Mun

DCNR, CDBG,
PennDOT

Short-Term

4

Trail Construction

Mun

DCNR, CDBG,
PennDOT

Short-Term

2, 4

Sidewalk dev.

Mun, PennDot

CDBG, DCED,
PennDOT

Intermediate

4,5,6

Rehabilitation

Mun, PennDot

CDBG, DCED,
PennDOT

Long Term

Design and Build Local Trails

2,4

Trail/Rehabilitation

Mun, MC

CDBG, DCED,
PennDOT

Intermediate

Creek Signage

5,6

Not applicable

DCNR

Intermediate

Develop Fishing Opportunities

3

Programs

PFBC, PF

Short-Term

Develop Bird Watching Opportunities

3

Programs

MC, Mun

DCNR, PF

Short-Term

Creek awareness Education

5,6

Programs

NASD, MC

DCNR, DEP, PF Intermediate

Stream Restoration Pro ects

1,3

Rehabilitation

PFBC, MC

DEP, DCNR,
Intermediate
PFBC, PF, SRGA

Green and Sustainable Infrastructure Ordinances Amendments

1,5,6

Regulation

Mun

DCED

Intermediate

Develop Green Parking Lots

1,5,6

Rehabilitation

NASD, MC

DEP, DCNR

Intermediate

6

Trail/Rehabilitation

Mun, Dev

DCED

Intermediate

1,2,3,4,5

Ac uisition

Mun, MC

DCNR, SRGA

Intermediate

Construct trail along Saw Mill Run
from MLK Memorial Park to
Scagg Cottman Park
Construct trail along Saw Mill Run
from Fornance Street to Bartasch
Park
Complete various sidewalk trail
and path systems
Add greenway signage and
amenities to existing sidewalks

Revitalization
Land Conservation

119

Mun, MC,
PennDot
SCA, MC, Mun,
PFBC
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Figure
i ue
ple entation atrix Abbreviation e
Acronym
CDBG
DCNR
PENNDOT
PF
SRGA
DEP
Zoo
Dev
Mun
MC
NASD
PennDOT
PFBC
SCA
SRGA

Funding Source
Community Development Block Grant
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
Private foundations
Schuylkill River Greenway Association
Department of Environmental Protection
Elmwood Park Zoo
Responsible Party
Private Developer
Municipality
Montgomery County
Norristown Area School District
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Stony Creek Anglers Association
Schuylkill Valley Greenway Association

Riparian buffer installed at the East orriton

iddle School funded b a Schu lkill River Restoration Fund rant
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Figure
prove ent Cost Esti ates
Recommendations

Major Elements

Potential Costs

Construct trail along Stony Creek
from Markley Street to Sterigere
Sterigere Street
Street
Construct trail with a bridge
along Stony Creek through
Elmwood Park from Sterigere
Street to Castner House in the

180 K

- bridge crossing
the Stony Creek at Elmwood Park

Construct trail along Kepner Run
through the Norristown High
School Property
Construct trail connection and
greenway along Saw Mill Run
from Lafayette Street to Main

350 K

280 feet of 12 decorative trail with landscaping and fencing along the creek channel

Construct trail along Saw Mill
Run from MLK Memorial Park to
Scagg Cottman Park
Construct trail along Saw Mill
Run from Fornance Street to
Bartasch Park
Complete various connector trail
Various types of walking and multiuse pathways
and path systems
Add greenway elements and
amenities to existing sidewalks

600 K

160 K

180 K

40 K
60/ ft

Potentially include decorative sidewalk, landscaping, greenvaries
way signage and banners

Design and Build Local Trails

Trail/Rehabilitation

Creek Signage

Approxiamately 25 locations where public roads cross the
stream

Develop Fishing Opportunities

Access trails, fishing platforms, stream habitat improvements varies

Develop Bird Watching OpportuBird blinds and signage
nities

5K

varies

Creek awareness Education

10 Interpretative signage and education program nodes

50 K

Stream Restoration Pro ects

Various types of biomechanical restoration elements

1 K 6 K/ 100 ft

Green and Sustainable InfrastrucMunicipal solicitor and planning consultant work
ture Ordinances Amendments
Develop Green Parking Lots

Restoration of existing parking lots

10 K
varies

Provide various financial and technical incentives to proRevitalization

varies
Program

Land Conservation

Ac uisition of property

varies
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and local governments with ten types of
grants.

PRIVATE FOUN ATION GRANTS
CLANEIL FOUN ATION
The Claneil Foundation based in Plymouth Meeting seeks to support effective individuals and organizations committed to improving the health of
families and communities through advancements
in health and human services, a sustainable food
system, education and the protection of our environment. The foundation supports nonprofit activities that improve the uality of water and land and
to raise the awareness of the value and importance of such resources.
ACA IA FOUN ATION
The Arcadia Foundation based in Norristown
funds various types of pro ects including ones that
advance community arts, historical, conservation
and ecology, sports and camps.

MULTIMO AL FUN
The Multimodal Transportation Fund provides
grants to encourage economic development and
ensure that a safe and reliable system of transportation is available to the residents of the commonwealth. Funds may be used for the development,
rehabilitation and enhancement of transportation
assets to existing communities, streetscape, lighting, sidewalk enhancement, pedestrian safety,
connectivity of transportation assets and transitoriented development.

ELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL
PLANNING COMMISSION VRPC
TRANSPORTATION AN COMMUNITY
EVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
The TCDI program is intended to assist in reversing
the trends of disinvestment and decline in many of
the region s core cities and first generation
suburbs by

x

lead to more residential, employment or retail
opportunities

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOUN ATION
The Montgomery County Foundation is a small
Norristown area based foundation that develops,
receives, administers and manages, under community control, funds received from public and private
sources and distribute them for charitable purposes, primarily to meet local needs.
AMERICAN WATER GRANT PROGRAM
Each year, Pennsylvania American Water offers an
Environmental Grant program for innovative, community-based environmental pro ects. The grant
recipients have used this funding to improve, restore, and/ or protect the watersheds, and/ or
groundwater supplies in the communities serviced
by Pa American Water Company.

PENNSYLVANIA EPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION PENN OT
TRANSPORATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
The federal transportation bill passed in 2012 (MAP
Ǧ21) consolidated several programs into the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). These include Transportation Enhancements (TE), Safe
Routes to School (SRTS), Scenic Byways (Byways),
and Recreational Trails Program (RTP). TAP proects are competitively selected by the state and
municipal planning organization.
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Supporting local planning pro ects that will

x

Improving the overall character and uality of
life within these communities to retain and
attract business and residents, which will help
to reduce the pressure for further sprawl and
expansion into the growing suburbs

x

Enhancing and utilizing the existing transportation infrastructure capacity in these areas to
reduce the demands on the region s transportation network and

x

Reducing congestion and improving the
transportation system s efficiency.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RIVERS,
TRAILS, AN CONSERVATION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM RTCA
This program offers technical assistance only to
nonprofit organizations, community groups, and
local or state government agencies. Rivers and
Trails technical staff offers the following types of
assistance for recreation and conservation pro ects

x

Building partnerships to achieve communityset goals

x

Assessing resources

x

Developing concept plans
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x

Engaging public participation

x

Identifying potential sources of funding

x

Creating public outreach

x

Organizational development

x

Providing conservation and recreation
formation

grants focus on three ma or sources of pollution
stormwater run-off, agricultural pollution and
abandoned mine drainage.

in-

PECO ENERGY GREEN REGION
OPEN SPACE GRANT PROGRAM
PECO
PECO Energy, a subsidiary of Exelon, is currently
involved in several environmental partnerships
preservation with The Nature Conservancy, and
environmental education initiatives with the
Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education and
Green Valleys Association. Green Region grants
are available to municipalities in amounts up to
10,000. The grants can be used with other
funding sources to cover a wide variety of planning and direct expenses associated with development and implementing open space programs,
including consulting fees, surveys, environmental
assessments, habitat improvement, and capital
improvements for passive recreation.

PA EPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMEN
TAL PROTECTION NON POINT
SOURCE GRANTS
Pennsylvania s Nonpoint Source Management
Program establishes the overall strategy Pennsylvania will use to implement watershed restoration
and protection activities. The purpose of the Watershed Protection Grants is to address the local
watershed impairment sources through local, watershed-based planning, restoration and protection efforts. Funding for the grants comes from the
federal Water Pollution Control Act under Section
319 and the Environmental Stewardship and Watershed Protection Act commonly known as Growing Greener.

SC UYLKILL RIVER RESTORATION
FUN GRANT
The Schuylkill River Restoration Fund administered
by the Schuylkill River Heritage Area provides
grants to government agencies and non-profit
organizations for pro ects that improve the uality
of water in the Schuylkill River Watershed. The
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POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENT ILLUSTRATIONS
Four greenway improvement pro ects are illustrated below. The illustrations provide a great
example of how significant changes can be made to the areas within the greenways to could
have a significant improvement to the surroundings.

Potential transformation of Arch Street along the section over the Saw
Mill Run which is in an underground culvert. Improvements proposed
would take place within existing right of way including, landscaping, sidewalk improvements and signage.
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Potential transformation of the Saw Mill Run channel area between
Lafayette Street and Main Street. This improvement on existing Norristown property would involve the development of a promenade walkway
with landscaping and a decorative fence.
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Markley Street sidewalk enhancement between Airy Street and Marshall
Street. This potential transformation along the east side of Markley Street
over the Stony Creek involves the improvement of the sidewalk, signage
and landscaping.
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Potential trail bridge in Elmwood Park to provide connections into the
Norrsitown Farm Park and the expansion area of the Elmwood Park Zoo.
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CHAPTER 9
PLANNING PROCESS

The Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Greenway Study was developed by the Montgomery County Planning Commission Staff working with the Norristown Planning Commission staff. The county and Norristown worked
hard to gain public input from the community in all phases of the plan development. Community input is
important to gather vital information about the planning area. Further discussions and key interviews with
community representatives help shape keep the overall plan recommendations and future action steps.
The stages of public input involved discussions at committee meetings, public meetings, key person interviews and informal outreach efforts. These public input steps are described below.

A VISORY COMMITTEE
A Study Committee was developed, comprised of
key stakeholders such as elected officials, representatives from Plymouth Township, East Norriton
Township, the Schuylkill River Valley National Heritage Area, the Heritage Conservancy, the Montgomery County Parks and Heritage Division/
Norristown Farm Park, the Norristown Open
Space Committee, the Elmwood Park Zoo, the
Norristown Area School District, the Stony Creek
Anglers and residents. Most importantly, a critical
work element in the proposed planning process
will be the development of trail stewards. The long
term success of the pro ect will depend heavily on
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and ownership among residents for local recreational resources and natural assets.

Meetings were held on September 11, 2014, June
19, 2015. and
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Ston Creek Saw

ill Run reenwa Plan Advisor Co

ittee

Municipality of Norristown

Michael Allen

Asst Planning Director

Municipality of Norristown

Jayne Musonye

Planning Director

Municipality of Norristown

Michael Davis

East Norriton Township

Larry Brown

Munic Pl Comm Munic Shade Tree Comm
Resident
Asst Manager and Recreation Director

West Norriton Township

John Dzedzy

Recreation Director

Norristown Area School

Robert Malkowski

Director of Operations

Norristown Farm Park

Ken Shellenberger

Park Superintendent

Stony Creek Anglers

Charles Morris

Member

Stony Creek Anglers

Marty Woodman

Vice President

Schuylkill National Heritage
Area
PA DCNR

Tim Fenchel

Greenway staff

Jeffrey Knowles

Regional Advisor

PA DCNR

Drew Gilchrist

Regional Advisor

Elmwood Park Zoo

Al Zone

Director

Greater Norristown Police
Athletic League
Norristown Resident

Brett Wells

Executive Director

Montgomery County Planning Commission
Montgomery County Planning Commission
Montgomery County Planning Commission
Montgomery County Planning Commission
Montgomery County Planning Commission

Patricia Smith
Beth Pilling

Staff/Consultant

Marley Bice, AICP

Staff/Consultant

Michael Stokes, AICP

Staff/ Consultant

Drew Shaw, AICP

Staff/Consultant

David Clifford

Staff/Consultant

PU LIC MEETINGS
Two public open house meetings were held to
gather information about the two stream corridors
on July 14 between 6 30 and 9 00 p.m. at the
Greater Norristown PAL Head uarters and on July
16 between 4 30 and 7 00 p.m. at the Norristown
Municipal Building. Each meeting involved informal
discussion about key areas within both stream corridors. Ideas and suggestions were recorded on
various aerial map display boards located throughout the room during the open house meeting.
Two public meetings were held to discuss the draft
greenway study.

Public eeting discussion
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KEY PERSON INTERVIEWS
Key person interviews were conducted with many
of the people involved different organizations within
the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run Greenway. A
listing of these organizations is contained in the
appendix. The interviews helped identified key resources to evaluate and potential recommendations.

FIEL

TRIPS

The greenway plan staff conducted several field
trips to traverse the entire planning area to assess
the condition of the streams, review various features
in the greenway corridor, and start evaluating potential trail routes. Field trip crews were often occupied by key persons or landowners who could better explain location conditions or issues that needed
to be addressed.

Public

eeting at orristown

unicipal uilding
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our of the Ston Creek fish hatcher
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MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN
A HOME RULE MUNICIPALITY
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

RESOLUTION NO. 17- 105 of 2017
A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN, MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, CLOSING OUT COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIPS GRANT
PROJECT - STONY CREEK/SAW MILL RUN GREENWAY PLAN.
WHEREAS, the Municipality of Norristown, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania (the
"Municipality") has prepared a Stony Creek/ Saw Mill Run Greenway Plan (Plan) for the Saw
Mill Run/ Stony Creek area; and,
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Plan is to study the feasibility of developing
greenways/ trails along the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run watershed area of Norristown
Borough, East Norriton and West Norriton townships; and
WHEREAS, the Plan was financed in part by a Community Conservation Partnerships
Program grant under the administration of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, under contract number BRC-TAG17-16.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Members of Council of the Municipality of Norristown, that:
1. The Project was completed in accordance with the Grant Agreement;
2. All project expenditures have been made and were in accordance with the Grant
Agreement;
3. The Plan and related materials are acceptable to the Municipality of Norristown; and
4. The Plan and related materials will be used to guide future recreation and
conservation decisions.
DULY ADOPTED, by the Council of the Municipality of Norristown, this 17th day of
January 2017.
MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN
Attest:

By:

_________________________
Crandall O Jones
Municipal Administrator

__________________________
Sonya D. Sanders
Council President

